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*Vibrant is an SDP (Slow Darkening Pinto) variety and is a patented variety, US Patent No. 9,532,523. 
 All three varieties listed above are PVP protected. 
**Yield depends on a variety of factors beyond ADM’s control, such as weather conditions, etc.

Vibrant* Pinto, Monterrey Pinto and Medalist Navy, to name a few.
These high-yielding** seed varieties are:

• suitable for direct harvest

• sourced using Western growers that produce “Blue Tag” certifi ed seed

• grown in arid climates and certifi ed to be virtually disease-free

Discover the advantages of Seedwest seed. Contact your local dealer today!

(701) 730-4037   |   seedwest@adm.com   |   www.seedwest.com

a variety of
ways.

At Seedwest, quality comes in

adm007347_Seedwest_NorthHvestBean.indd   1 12/10/17   6:34 PM
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STARTING POINT

BEAN DAY:  SETTING THE AGENDA

We’re getting ready for the 44rd Annual Bean Day 
on Friday, January 18 at the Holiday Inn in Fargo. 
Mother Nature threw everything she could at us 
during the 2018 harvest season. Now, it is time to 
put last year to bed and focus on the New Year. 

The morning agenda at Bean Day will include 
updates from North Dakota State University re-
searchers on projects funded with your checkoff 

dollars. We’ll get the latest information on diseases, like white mold, 
as well as an update on the bean breeding program. Research is al-
ways a priority for us, and you can find more information in our an-
nual report included in this issue.

Also, Bean Day will include an outlook for local crops with NDSU 
Extension crops economist Frayne Olson. U.S. Dry Bean Council 
Executive Director Rebecca Bratter will outline the current trade 
situation, and industry representatives will provide insight about the 
edible bean markets. 

Bean Day is a wonderful time to bring together the entire indus-
try—growers, processors, end users, seed suppliers, researchers and 
more. I hope to see you all in Fargo on January 18th!

Sincerely, 

Tom Kennelly, President 
Northarvest Bean Growers Association
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Northarvest Bean Growers Association
Tom Kennelly, President • Grafton, ND • 701-520-3040

David Dickson, Vice Pres. • Grand Forks, ND • 218-779-3801

Eric Samuelson, Treasurer • Crookston, MN • 218-289-0310

Thomas Arnold • Appleton, MN • 320-394-2404

Jon Ewy • Deer Creek, MN • 218-462-2055

Eric Jorgenson • Leeds, ND • 701-466-2739

Ben Vig • Sharon, ND • 701-789-0605

Joe Mauch • Hankinson, ND • 701-242-7528

Justin Retterath • Washburn, ND • 701-315-0082

Minnesota Dry Bean Research 
and Promotion Council
Mark Dombeck, Chair • Perham, MN • 218-346-6208

Don Stueve, Vice Chair • Dumont, MN • 320-748-7772

Troy Newhouse, Sec. • East Grand Forks, MN • 218-289-5031

Norm Krause, Treasurer • Staples, MN • 218-296-0920

Alan Peterson • Clear Lake, MN • 320-293-3302

Minnesota Commissioner  of Agriculture

North Dakota Dry Bean Council
Leann Schafer, Chair • New Rockford, ND • 701-947-2568

Roger Carignan, Vice Chair • Cavalier, ND • 701-265-2566

Kevin Regan, Treasurer • Webster, ND • 701-395-4368

Joshua Ihry • Hope, ND • 701-261-6712

Grady Thorsgard • Northwood, ND • 701-587-6084

Matt Thompson • Wyndmere, ND • 701-439-2919

North Dakota Commissioner of Agriculture

Executive Vice-President
Tim Courneya  
50072 E. Lake Seven Road 
Frazee, MN 56544 
Phone: 218-334-6351   
Fax: 218-334-6360 
Email: nhbean@loretel.net 
Website: www.northarvestbean.org

The Northarvest Bean 
Grower is published 
five times a year by the 
Northarvest Bean Grow-
ers Association, 50072 E. 
Lake Seven Road, Frazee, 
MN 56544, Phone: (218) 
334-6351, Website: www.
northarvestbean.org, Email: 
nhbean@loretel.net. 

Send editorial materials to Don Wick, Ag Information 
Services, Inc., 997 47th Avenue, So., Unit 2, Grand 
Forks, ND 58201, don@rrfn.com.  Send advertising 
materials to Marlene Dufault, MLD Communica-
tions, 2604 Wheat Drive, Red Lake Falls, MN 56750, 
218-253-2074, mdufault@gvtel.com.  Publication of 
editorial or advertising material in the Northarvest 
Bean Grower magazine does not imply endorsement 
by the Northarvest Bean Growers Association.  Check 
agronomic advice with local sources and always read 
and follow product labels.
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www.engstrombean.com

Phone: 701.466.2398
Fax: 701.466.2076

Buyers And Processors Of:
Pinto Beans, Black Turtle Beans, And Barley.

Processing Plant in Leeds
Pinto And Black Bean Seed Available

Call Today For The Latest Pricing! Or Visit Us On The Web 

Kris Volden - Plant Manager

Brian and James Engstrom - Owners
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Purchaser and Processor of Navy  
and Pinto Beans

Receiving Station
Dahlen Farmers Elevator –  

Petersburg, ND  
701.345.8234

Call us for all of your edible bean 
 seed needs!

Star of the West Milling Co.

Star of the West Milling Co.
 4082 22nd Avenue NE

McCanna, ND 58251
 Manager: James Enger

Jim.enger@starofthewest.com
 Ph: 701-397-5261

Raedel’s
Hardsurface Welding
Hardsurface pinto bean knives -- Heath, Speedy and Orthman knives

Hardsurface advantages:
 1) Do not need a rod weeder.
 2) No plant pull.
 3) Self sharpening.
 4) Slick cut of bean plant and all weeds.
 5) Cut plant minimum depth of ground
  -- less dirt in beans.
 6) If off rows, plant is cut as long as plant 
  contacts the end of knife.

Have knives on hand.
Appreciate orders as early as possible.

Also hardsurface: Plow lays (all makes of plow); cultivator 
shovels; chisel plow points; NH-3 fertilizer knives; and 

spikes for cultivator, chisel plows and regular applicators

Joe Safranski
Travis Stegman

10095 Hwy 18, Cavalier ND 58220
Joe: (701) 265-2210 | Travis: (701) 520-4426

Raedels_Summer08_kp.indd   1 7/22/08   1:51:11 PM
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Twin Master Combine 
For more information see your local  
authorized Pickett Equipment dealer 
1-800-473-3559 

Find your nearest dealer at: 
      www.pickettequipment.com/dealers 

Twin Master 
Now Available with 

Yield Monitor System 
 

Think 
Pickett Equipment 

For all of your  
bean harvesting needs 

ORDER NOW! 

Harvest Beans Like You Mean It! 

UNTREATED TREATED

ONE PESKY PATHOGEN

TWO GREAT SOLUTIONS

C
E

L E B R A T I N G  2 0  Y E A
R

S

th

Use BioSafe Systems’ SaniDate® 12.0 or OxiDate® 2.0  
for superior control of white mold in edible beans.  
Contact Mark Milenski 970-396-8825 | mmilenski@biosafesystems.com

1.888.273.3088 | biosafesystems.com          ©2018 BioSafe Systems. Always read and follow label directions.
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January 17-18, 2019
Fargo Holiday Inn

Bean Day at a Glance
January 17, 5:00 p.m. Pre-Bean Day Reception 

    from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

January 18, 8:30 a.m. Bean Day Trade Show 

    and Registration Begin

January 18, 10:15 a.m. Program Begins

January 18, 3:00 p.m. Bean Day Concludes
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Bean Day Program -- January 18
Morning Program 

 8:30 - 10:15 a.m.  Registration, Coffee

10:15 - 10:20 a.m. Setting the Agenda
 Tom Kennelly, President
 Northarvest Bean Growers Association

10:20 - 10:40 a.m.  The Latest on Diseases
 Dr. Julie Pasche, Plant Pathologist
 Department of Plant Pathology
 North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND

10:40 - 11:00 a.m. Optimizing Fungicide Application 
Methods for Improved Management 

 of White Mold in Dry Beans
 Dr. Michael Wunsch, Plant Pathologist
 Carrington Research Extension Center
 North Dakota State University, Carrington, ND

11:00 - 11:20 a.m. “The Bean Breeding Update”
 Dr. Juan Osorno, Dry Bean Breeding & 

Genetics, Department of Plant Sciences
 North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND

11:20 -11:40 a.m. Research Update on Bean Plant 
Establishment: Three Rs’

 Greg Endres, Extension Area Agronomist
 Carrington Research Extension Center
 North Dakota State University, Carrington, ND
               
11:40-12:00 Dry Bean Agronomy  

Research in Manitoba
 Kristen P. MacMillan, Research  

Agronomist Department of Plant Science
 University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba

 12:00 - 1:30 p.m.  Lunch

Afternoon Program

1:30 - 1:45 p.m.  Association Business
 Tom Kennelly, President
 1)  District Director Elections (2, 5, 8)

1:45 – 2:05 p.m. Opportunities and Outlook  
for Our Local Crops   

 Frayne Olson, Ph.D.
 Extension Crop Economist/Marketing Specialist
 North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND
                                    

2:05- 2:25 p.m. USDBC Update – Turning Trade 
Challenges into Opportunities

 Rebecca Bratter, Executive Director 
 US Dry Bean Council, Portland, OR                    
 
2:25- 2:45 p.m. 2019 Dark Red Kidney, Light Red 
 Kidney Bean Market Outlook                   
 Cindy Brown, President Chippewa Valley Bean 

Co., Inc., Menominee, WI

2:45- 3:05 p.m. 2019 Navy, Pinto, Black 
 Bean Market Outlook          
 Chris Gross, V.P. Commodity Management 
 Trinidad Benham Corporation, Denver, Colorado

THURSDAY, JANUARY 17 
PRE-BEAN DAY RECEPTION

Join us Thursday for a pre-Bean Day 
reception and an opportunity to socialize 
with exhibitors and fellow growers 
from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m.  Cash bar and 
hors d’oeuvre/sandwich buffet will be 
available.  There is no fee to attend.  Hope 
to see you there.

BEAN DAY LODGING 
DIRECTORY

The Fargo, N.D., Holiday Inn at I-29 & 
13th Ave SW, is the headquarters hotel for 
Bean Day. Make your room reservations 
by calling the hotel directly. Phone (701) 
282-2700. The Holiday Inn Express -- (701) 
282-2000 -- is also adjacent to the Holiday 
Inn parking lot. For a list of other Fargo-
Moorhead hotels/motels, visit www.
fargomoorhead.org.
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Bean Day Exhibitors
ADM Edible Bean
Specialties Inc.
Appleton, MN (320) 289-2430 
Cavalier, ND (701) 265-8385 
Galesburg, ND (701) 488-2214 
Grafton, ND (701) 352-1030 
St. Thomas, ND (701) 257-6721 
Olivia, MN (320) 523-1637 
Northwood, ND (701) 587-5900
Casselton, ND (701) 347-5321

ADM SeedWest
John Jones
PO Box 173
Moorhead, MN  56560
(701) 730-4037 (Cell)
(218) 233-6573 (Office)

Advanced Grain 
Handling System
823 Main St W
Mayville, ND  58257 
(701) 788-8925

BioSafe Systems, LLC
Kurt Schwartau
Field Crops Manager
22 Meadow St
East Hartford, CT 06108
Mobile: (970) 396-8825
Toll Free:1-888-273-3088

Bonanza Bean LLC
PO Box 164 
8 Industrial Blvd
Morris, MN 56267
(320) 585-2326 

Buhler Inc.
13105 12th Avenue North,
Plymouth, MN 55441-4509
(763) 847 9900

Chippewa Valley 
Bean Co., Inc
N2960 730th St
Menomonie, WI 54751
(715) 664-8342

Cummings Ag Inc.
Northwest Seed  
Cleaning Service, Inc.
Bjerke Brothers Inc.
PO Box 152
1311 162nd Ave NE
Buxton, ND 58218
(701) 847-3125 

Ellingson Drainage
500 Ellingson Road
Harwood, ND 58042
(701) 893-9030 

FMC Agricultural Solutions
Rick Mohan
1751 6th St. E.
West Fargo, ND 58078
(701) 840-7792

Gateway Building System
2138 Main Avenue W
West Fargo, ND  58078
(701) 293-7202

Gowan USA
Marsha Van Laere
560 41st St. NE
Northwood, ND 58267
(218) 779-7986

Hamilton Systems, Inc.
15526 90th St. NE
Drayton, ND 58225
(701) 454-3875

Heads Up Plant  
Protectants, Inc.
Colin Dutcheshen
3002 Millar Ave
Saskatoon, SK, Canada S7K 5X9
(866) 368-9306 

Healthy Food Ingredients 
4666 Amber Valley Parkway 
Fargo, ND  58104 
(218) 356-4106

Idaho Bean Commission 
821 W State St. 
Boise, ID  83702 
(208) 334-3520

Kelley Bean Co.
Cavalier, ND (701) 265-8328
Mayville, ND (701) 786-2997  
Perham, MN (218) 346-2360  
Hatton, ND (701) 543-3000  
Oakes, ND (701) 742-3219  
Maple Grove, MN (763) 391-9311 
Scottsbluff, NE (308) 635-6438

Mayo Manufacturing
Chris Delisle
2108 Business Hwy 2
East Grand Forks, MN 56721
(800) 223-5873

The McGregor Co.
568 Grange Lane
Twin Falls, ID 83301 
(208) 305-7458

North Dakota Bean LLC
2021 N Washington Street
Grand Forks, ND  58203 
(701) 203-8088

Northern Bag & Box Co.
311 S 4th Street  Suite 109
Grand Forks, ND  58201 
(800) 551-6982

NVF, Inc. (Liquid Fertilizer) 
1581 Freedom Avenue NE 
Manvel, ND 58256 
(701) 696-2484

Pickett Equipment
976 E Main
Burley, ID 83318
(800) 678-0855

Rapat Corporation
919 O’Donnell Street
Hawley, MN 56549
(218) 483-3344 

Raedel’s Hardsurface Welding
Joe Safranski, Travis Stegman
10095 Hwy 18
Cavalier, ND 58220
(701) 265-2210 | (701) 520-4426

Satake USA Inc. 
10905 Cash Road 
Stafford, TX 77477 
(281) 276-3600

Thompson’s USA Ltd
PO Box 374
East Grand Forks, MN 56721
(218) 773-8834

Trinidad Benham
3650 South Yosemite, Suite 300
Denver, CO  80237
(303) 220-1400

VIVE Crop Protection
Vicki Dekker – Product Rep.
112 College St., Unit 207
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5G 1L6
(701) 261-1440

Wilbur Ellis
Tim Gioffredi
20471 Pinto Lane
Caldwell, Idaho  83607
(208) 550-7686

2019 Northarvest Bean Elections

District 2 (ND), District 5 (ND) and District 8 (MN) director positions on 
the Northarvest Bean Growers Association are up for election in 2019. 
The elections are being conducted through mail ballot. After committee 
review,  the election results will be announced at the 44th Annual Bean 
Day.

Any dry bean producer who plants or causes to be planted a dry bean 
crop in which the person has an ownership interest, with the intent that 
upon maturity the crop will be harvested within the district, and resides 
within that district, may become a candidate for the Association.   

Northarvest 
Election Districts
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Valley Headquarters for  
Edible Bean Equipment

• Locally Owned for over 50 Years   • Specialized On-Call Technicians
                      • Large Inventory of Pickett and Elmers Parts    
 • Check out our Used Bean Equipment Online at www.uglemness.com               

701-587-6116 
800-223-1630

www.uglemness.com

Northarvest Awards Scholarships
The Northarvest Bean Growers 

Association has awarded Katlyn 
Balstad of Fosston, Minnesota with 
a $1,000 scholarship. She is the 
daughter of Northarvest members 
Scott and Marlys Balstad and is en-
rolled at North Dakota State Univer-
sity in social science education. 

Balstad served as the Fosston 
High School student council vice 
president and president of the Foss-
ton chapter of the National Honor 
Society. In addition, she was active 
in 4-H, band, choir and co-captain 
of the swim team. 

Emily Kennelly of St. Thomas, 
North Dakota was also awarded 
a $1,000 scholarship. She is the 
daughter Tom and Lynde Kennelly 
and is studying elementary educa-
tion at Mayville State University. 

In high school, Kennelly was ac-
tive in band, fast pitch softball and 
student council. In addition, she 
was also involved with the extended 
school project, accelerated reader 
program and a volunteer gymnas-
tics coach. 

In order to be eligible for the 
scholarship, a parent or grandpar-
ent must be a current Northarvest 
grower member, be enrolled or plan 

to enroll in their first year of college 
and have at least a 3.0 grade point 
average from high school. Balstad 

will be recognized at Bean Day on 
January 18 at the Holiday Inn lo-
cated in Fargo.

Katlyn Balstad Emily Kennelly
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2018    ANNUAL REPORT

Northarvest Bean 
Growers Association
50072 East Lake Seven Road 
Frazee, MN 56544 
 
www.northarvestbean.org

Annual Report_2019_FINAL Revised.indd   3 12/16/2018   11:08:21 AM
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NORTHARVEST BEAN GROWERS ASSOCIATION

Northarvest Directory

Mission Statement
NHBGA, growers representing growers through the check-off system, is 
North America’s largest supplier of quality dry beans. Working together 
to better the industry through promotion, research, market development, 
education of consumers and monitoring of governmental policy.  Our future 
goals must be continued market exposure and careful monitoring of new 
ideas, consumer choices, and producer needs.

EXPENSE 2017-18 2018-19

Nutrition Research/Promotion 143,000 164,700

Program Management 303,650 309,450

Regional &   
National Promotion

 
209,000

 
270,000

Research 251,138 289,853

Development 181,500 186,600

Communication 68,400 69,000

Office Lease/Incidentals 25,000 25,000

TOTAL 1,181,688 1,314,603

INCOME

North Dakota  
Dry Bean Council

 
803,207

 
972,807

Minnesota Dry Bean Research & 
Promotion Council

 
377,981

 
341,796

Northarvest Bean  
Growers Association

 
500

 
0

TOTAL 1,181,688 1,314,603

ANNUAL BUDGET  
APPROPRIATION BY CATEGORY

2018-2019 

Budget by Category

NUTRITION RESEARCH 
PROMOTION 

12%
DEVELOPMENT    

14%

RESEARCH  

22%

NATIONAL &  
REGIONAL PROMOTION 

21%

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT 

24%

NORTH DAKOTA  
DRY BEAN COUNCIL

ROGER CARIGNAN  
District 1 — Vice Chair 
12662 91st St. NE  
Cavalier, ND 58220 | 701.265.2530

KEVIN REGAN  
District 2 — Treasurer 
8424 64th St. NE  
Webster, ND 58382 | 701.739.7744

GRADY THORSGARD  
District 3 — Council Member  
660 28th St. NE  
Northwood, ND 58267 | 218.779.5556

JOSHUA IHRY  
District 4 — Council Member  
P.O. Box 161, 308 Bates Ave. 
Hope, ND 58046  | 701.261.6712

MATT THOMPSON   
District 5 — Council Member  
8198 151 Ave. SE  
Wyndmere, ND 58081 | 701.439.2919

LEANN SCHAFER  
District 6 — Chair  
5810 19th St. NE  
New Rockford, ND 58356 | 701.302.0568

MINNESOTA DRY BEAN 
RESEARCH AND  
PROMOTION COUNCIL

TROY NEWHOUSE  
Area 1 — Secretary 
2227 5th Ave. NW  
East Grand Forks, MN 56721 | 
218.289.5031

NORM KRAUSE  
Area 2 — Treasurer  
43035 County #21  
Staples, MN | 218.296.0920

DON STUEVE  
Area 3 — Vice Chair 
6748  560th St.  
Dumont, MN 56236 | 320.305.0427

ALAN PETERSON  
Area 4 — Council Member 
9861 52nd St. 
Clear Lake, MN 55319 | 320.293.3301

MARK DOMBECK 
Area 5 — Chair  
48041 County Rd. 13 
Perham, MN 56573 | 218.371.9527

TOM KENNELLY  
District 1 — President 
14806 78th St. NE  
Grafton, ND 58237  | 701.520.3040 

DAVID DICKSON 
District 2 — Vice President 
908 28th Ave. S.  
Grand Forks, ND 58201 | 218.779.3801 

ERIC JORGENSON 
District 3 — Director 
6509 55th Ave. NE 
Leeds, ND 58346 | 701.739.6189

BEN VIG 
District 4 — Director 
1471 124th Ave. NE 
Sharon, ND 58277 | 701.789.0605

JOE MAUCH 
District 5 — Director 
8753 167th Ave. SE  
Hankinson, ND 58041 | 701.640.1687

JUSTIN RETTERATH 
District 6 — Director 
PO Box 645, 2626 8th St. SW  
Washburn, ND 58577  | 701.315.0082 

ERIC SAMUELSON 
District 7 — Treasurer 
30966 280th St. SW  
Crookston, MN 56716 | 218.289.0310 

JON EWY 
District 8 — Director   
57140 310th St.  
Deer Creek, MN 56527 | 218.371.5465 

THOMAS ARNOLD 
District 9  — Director 
2060 20th St. NW  
Appleton, MN 56208 | 320.760.2734 

OFFICE LEASE/INCIDENTALS 
 

2%COMMUNICATIONS   

                           5%

Annual Report_2019_FINAL Revised.indd   4 12/16/2018   11:08:22 AM
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NORTHARVEST BEAN GROWERS ASSOCIATION

Northarvest Directory
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F R O M   T H E   P R E S I D E N T

A Look Back to Look Forward
      
     This growing year will definitely go down in the history books as somewhat  
unsettled. There has been much talk about trade and tariffs along with commodity 
surpluses.  
     Be rest assured that Northarvest is doing our due diligence by prioritizing and  
investing in development, nutrition research and promotion, production research, 
and regional and national promotion, to sustain and grow the Northarvest bean 
industry as an active and progressive association.  
     March of 2018, Northarvest Bean Growers Association and the 

North Central Bean Dealers Association asked the Agricultural 
Marketing Service to consider purchasing pinto beans under the 
Section 32 process. This request was to help ease the surplus of 
pinto beans. May 23, 2018, the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
under Secretary for Marketing and Regulatory Programs Greg 
Ibach announced up to $177.4 million in purchases for nutrition 
assistance programs using a new streamlined process. The  
American-grown products that will be purchased will be  

provided to families in need through USDA’s nutrition assistance programs. And of 
the $177.4 million, $11 million was for dry packed pinto beans. 
     Following the May 23rd announcement, AMS asked for other classes of beans  
to be considered under a bonus buy and then later to help offset agricultural trade  
retaliations that were being imposed upon the U.S. from the European Union and 
China. End results show dry beans will receive up to $51 million for the following 
classes:  
 • Dry Packaged and Cased Pinto Beans — $11 million
 • Canned and Cased Black Beans — $6.6 million
 • Dry Packaged and Cased Great Northern Beans — $4.8 million
 • Canned and Cased Dark Red Kidney Beans — $10.6 million
 • Dry Packaged and Cased Navy Beans — $18 million
    
     In September, the North Dakota Department of Agriculture awarded 25 grants  
totaling more than $3 million to promote the development, cultivation, production 
and sales of specialty crops. NDSU will receive grant money, specifically for dry  
edible beans, for the following projects:      
 • Adult plant rust resistance, the next frontier in breeding for rust resistance  
               in dry beans — $226,535.00 
 • The optimization of agronomic practices to maximize dry bean  
    agronomic performance and profitability under sclerotinia disease  
               pressure — $78,800.00 
 • Studying the prevalence and virulence of soybean cyst nematode in dry   
    bean fields in North Dakota — $148,715.00 
 • Enhancing salinity tolerance in North Dakota pulse crops — $90,407.00
 • The range and extent of benefits with adjacent pollinator habitats to  
    enhance dry bean production — $127,276.00 

     The Northarvest Board of Directors, the North Dakota Dry Bean Council and the  
Minnesota Dry Bean Research and Promotion Council continue to put your hard 
earned checkoff dollars to work by providing the utmost leadership in research,  
promotion and marketing. Our goal is to ensure that we continue to be the fortitude 
and steadfastness of the U.S. dry bean industry. We now, as always, look towards a 
bright future because of the strong foundations of our past. Best wishes in 2019! 

Tom Kennelly, President 
Northarvest Bean Growers Association

NORTHARVEST  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

RESEARCH
Norm Krause (Chair), Jon Ewy, 
Eric Jorgenson, Kevin Regan, 
Roger Carignan, Mark Dombeck, 
Alan Peterson, Troy Newhouse, 
Tom Arnold

LEGISLATIVE 
Eric Samuelson (Chair), Alan Peterson, 
David Dickson, Justin Retterath, 
Tom Arnold, Grady Thorsgard, 
Joshua Ihry, Ben Vig

CROP INSURANCE 
Joshua Ihry (Chair), Tom Arnold,  
Roger Carignan, Norm Krause,  
Don Stueve, Troy Newhouse, Ben Vig, 
Eric Samuelson, Matt Thompson 

PROMOTION 
Leann Schafer (Chair), Jon Ewy,  
David Dickson, Justin Retterath,  
Matt Thompson, Mark Dombeck,  
Kevin Regan, Joshua Ihry, Alan Peterson

COMMUNICATION 
David Dickson (Chair), Eric Jorgenson, 
Matt Thompson, Leann Schafer, 
Don Stueve, Mark Dombeck, 
Kevin Regan

U.S. DRY BEAN COUNCIL
Joe Mauch (Delegate)
Kevin Regan (Alternate)

FOOD AID
Grady Thorsgard (Chair), 
Kevin Regan, Leann Schafer,  
Mark Dombeck, Troy Newhouse, 
Alan Peterson, Ben Vig

POLICY AND NOMINATING 
COMMMITTEE
Jon Ewy (Chair), Troy Newhouse, 
Roger Carignan, Justin Retterath,  
Eric Samuelson

SCHOLARSHIP
Eric Samuelson (Chair), Eric Jorgenson, 
David Dickson

SEARCH
Kevin Regan (Chair), Leann Schafer, 
David Dickson, Jon Ewy, Mark Dombeck

The Northarvest Board President is  
Ex-officio member of all committees.

Mission Statement
NHBGA, growers representing growers through the check-off system, is 
North America’s largest supplier of quality dry beans. Working together 
to better the industry through promotion, research, market development, 
education of consumers and monitoring of governmental policy.  Our future 
goals must be continued market exposure and careful monitoring of new 
ideas, consumer choices, and producer needs.

Northarvest Bean  
Growers Association
50072 East Lake Seven Road 
Frazee, MN 56544

NORTH DAKOTA  
DRY BEAN COUNCIL

ROGER CARIGNAN  
District 1 — Vice Chair 
12662 91st St. NE  
Cavalier, ND 58220 | 701.265.2530

KEVIN REGAN  
District 2 — Treasurer 
8424 64th St. NE  
Webster, ND 58382 | 701.739.7744

GRADY THORSGARD  
District 3 — Council Member  
660 28th St. NE  
Northwood, ND 58267 | 218.779.5556

JOSHUA IHRY  
District 4 — Council Member  
P.O. Box 161, 308 Bates Ave. 
Hope, ND 58046  | 701.261.6712

MATT THOMPSON   
District 5 — Council Member  
8198 151 Ave. SE  
Wyndmere, ND 58081 | 701.439.2919

LEANN SCHAFER  
District 6 — Chair  
5810 19th St. NE  
New Rockford, ND 58356 | 701.302.0568

JUSTIN RETTERATH 
District 6 — Director 
PO Box 645, 2626 8th St. SW  
Washburn, ND 58577  | 701.315.0082 

ERIC SAMUELSON 
District 7 — Treasurer 
30966 280th St. SW  
Crookston, MN 56716 | 218.289.0310 

JON EWY 
District 8 — Director   
57140 310th St.  
Deer Creek, MN 56527 | 218.371.5465 

THOMAS ARNOLD 
District 9  — Director 
2060 20th St. NW  
Appleton, MN 56208 | 320.760.2734 
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The Northarvest Bean Growers Association is a major  
contributing member of the U.S. Dry Bean Council (USDBC). 
Working with USDBC, our dry bean growers made contact with 
countries around the world to maintain existing markets and 
explore opportunities to develop new markets, monitor trade 
policy and market trends, and discuss dry bean demand with 
importers, wholesalers, packagers and retailers. The USDBC 
exists to increase the consumption of U.S. dry beans worldwide. 
Joe Mauch, Hankinson, N.D. and Kevin Regan, Webster, N.D. 
represent Northarvest on the USDBC Board of Directors. 

•      During the harvest of 2017, 

dry bean importers from the 

Dominican Republic were 

in North Dakota to learn 

more about slow darkening 

pinto bean varieties. Manuel 

Sarra, general manager of 

Importadora del Sur, and  

Darina Mejia, international  

purchase manager from  

Grupo Perfesa, were  

hosted by the NBGA. 

•    A record 200-plus crowd gathered in Cancun, Mexico 

from February 8-11, 2018, to hear the latest about NAFTA 

negotiations, U.S. and Mexican market conditions and 

production for U.S. dry beans, as well as new opportunities 

to innovate with beans. This year’s climate was marked 

by a slight downturn in Mexican bean production, and an 

increase in U.S. bean production, making the market prime 

for purchases of U.S. dry beans. USDBC held its annual winter 

board meeting in conjunction with the Mexico Bean Congress 

in Cancun, Mexico. At the election, Deon Maasjo of the North 

Central Bean Dealers Association was named President, Clint 

Stoutenburg of Michigan Bean Commission was named Vice 

President and Joe Mauch of the Northarvest Bean Growers 

Association was elected Treasurer. 

 

Development

 

 

 

•     In March 2018, Kevin Regan, Webster, N.D., represented 

Manuel Sarra, general manager of 

Importadora del Sur, and Darina 

Mejia, international purchase 

manager from Grupo Perfesa, 

were hosted by the NBGA. John 

Osorno, NDSU is showing visitors 

pinto slow darkening seed.

Northarvest and the U.S. Dry Bean Council during a seven 

day visit to the Dominican Republic and Jamaica. While 

visiting the Carribbean, the group met with importers, brokers, 

wholesalers, packagers, food manufacturers, retailers and 

farmers. Market research was conducted in both countries to 

evaluate production and consumption trends, as well as new 

market opportunities.

 

 

 

 

 

•   In May 2018, Jon Ewy, Deer Creek, Minn., represented 

Northarvest and the U.S. Dry Bean Council during a seven 

day visit to Argentina during their harvest. Throughout the 

team’s visit, they met with growers, agronomists, processors 

and traders to better understand the dry bean value chain in 

Argentina and the trends in international marketing. They also 

assessed and reported on the 2018 Argentine dry bean harvest 

by bean type. 

• More than 20 buyers from ten different countries were 

hosted through USDBC successful reverse trade mission in 

September 2018. Participants visited harvest sites, elevators 

and participated in briefings and business meetings in North 

Dakota, Michigan and Nebraska. This mission is one of 

USDBC’s flagship initiatives.

In Santiago del Estero, Argentina, L-R: Ellen Levinson (USDBC), Dario 

Bard (USDBC), Santiago Seiler, Jr., Santiago Seiler, Sr., Federico Seiler and 

Jon Ewy (USDBC, Northarvest) in the hanger where the Seiler’s have their 

six crop duster planes.
USDBC newly elected Board Officers, Deon Maasjo, Joe Mauch and Clint 

Stoutenburg, attend a lunch discussion with Undersectreatry Ted McKinney.

Kevin Regan (right) visits with Caribbean dry bean buyers on the trip.
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Communication

Secretary Purdue Participated in Roundtable Discussion

On Friday March 9, 2018, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny 

Perdue participated in a North Dakota Commodity Group 

Roundtable and was joined by North Dakota Governor Burgum, 

Senators Hoeven and Heitkamp, Representative Cramer, and 

leaders, including NBGA’s President Tom Kennelly, in the North 

Dakota agriculture community. 

 

 

Trade Servicing by E-newsletter

Fradbelin Escarraman, consultant and publisher from the 

Dominican Republic, creates six e-newsletters for Northarvest. 

The Trade Servicing E-newsletter is distributed to the Dominican 

Republic, Cuba, Mexico, Central and South America. The topics 

included in these e-newsletters are product information, quality 

issues, prices and 

trends. Escarraman 

also maintains 

continuous contact 

with current and new 

importers by gathering 

market intelligence and 

keeping an updated 

database. He then 

returns information 

from the buyers to 

Northarvest indicating 

any constraints or 

needs that need to be 

addressed.
In Fargo, N.D. at the NDSU Ag Experiment Greenhouse for the North 

Dakota Commodity Group Roundtable, NBGA’s President Tom Kennelly 

was able to converse with U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sony Perdue and 

thank him for the recent Section 32 attention for dry beans. 

Northarvest works with the Red River Farm Network (RRFN) to  

keep growers updated on important agricultural issues. This  

partnership provides the following communications:

 •  Five issues of the BeanGrowers magazine annually. 

 •   The “Dry Bean Scene,” which is available on  

19 radio station as well as highlighted on our website.

 •   The weekly Northarvest e-newsletter is circulated to 

approximately 1,350 subscribers and available on our 

website every Friday at Northarvestbean.org.

Northarvest and RRFN provides you with the latest information  

in the bean industry and lets you know what is being worked on 

for your behalf. This unique partnership makes an effort to keep 

you informed with timely news impacting the dry bean industry.  

Follow and subscribe at northarvestbean.org.

Annual Report_2019_FINAL Revised.indd   7 12/16/2018   11:08:24 AM

Winter 2019  Northarvest Bean Grower        15



16         Northarvest Bean Grower  Winter 2019

Nutrition Research & Promotion

Northarvest works with an agriculture, health and nutrition 

communications firm Communique to provide dieticians, 

nutritionists and consumers with up-to-date information along 

with strengthening the promotion of dry beans as a delicious and 

nutritious lifestyle. This partnership provides the following nutrition 

research and promotion:

• Northarvest budgets for the Dry Bean Health Research 

Program (DBHRP) which continues to fund $20,000 grants 

for scientific research projects intended to identify the health 

benefits of dry beans. Communique administers the DBHRP 

and they have reported that there have been $545,000 in 

awards that have yielded $7.7 million in funding. This includes 

$6.5 million in major awards and $1.2 million in smaller 

awards. Applications are scored by a peer review panel 

and award decisions are made in consultation with scientific 

advisor Dr. David Allison and a representative of Northarvest.

• Communique emails “The Bean Bites” weekly on behalf of the 

NBGA/The Bean Institute to more than 5,600 dieticians and 

nutritionists. The Bean Bites contain one “bite-sized” piece of 

edible bean material that is informative, easy-to-read and also 

written by a registered dietician.

•    Northarvest also supports the continued development, 

maintenance, and addition of new content to the Bean Institute 

website. Communique’s services include monitoring of the 

web and keeping it fresh, responding to visitors’ questions 

and requests, adding all materials as they become available, 

updating newsletter issues of the Bean Bites, and monitoring 

of website traffic and analyzing usage data. 

•   The social media plan developed on behalf of Northarvest 

by Communique is to assist in gaining maximum value for 

Northarvest by putting the Bean Institute social media  

program under the same roof as the Bean Bites and the 

BeanInstitute.com website. The goal is to consistently grow the 

Bean Institute’s online community by targeting home cooks, 

culinary and foodservice professionals, nutrition educators, 

and school nutrition professionals with timely, impactful 

messaging. Follow and subscribe at BeanInstitute.com.
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Production Research

For more than 40 years, Northarvest has provided 

extensive research funding. In July 2018, Northarvest 

budgeted $289,853 for research that includes:

• Dry edible bean disease research

• Dry bean improvement for the Northern plains

• Evaluation of selected plant establishment factors and nutrition 

treatments in dry beans

• Precision planting of dry edible beans

• Soybean Cyst Nematode resistance in dry bean cultivars and 

breeding material

• Improving white mold management in dry beans

• North Dakota dry edible bean variety trials

• Dry bean grower survey of pest problems, pesticide use and 

varieties

Grower Driven Research 

This year, the Northarvest Bean Growers Association’s Research 

Committee took a hands-on approach to steer research 

that will make a difference for bean production. Rather than 

asking researchers to submit proposals, the Committee met to 

discuss their research needs with North Dakota State University 

agronomists and crop consultants. Following the meeting, a list 

of research priorities were sent to 32 scientists as a guideline to 

receiving a request for research proposal. The priority list can be 

found in the Northarvest BeanGrower Magazine Summer 2018 

Volume 24, Issue 4 on page 18.

2018 Northarvest Research Finding Survey

More than 25 percent of the growers who responded to the 2017 

dry bean grower survey reported that water damage (beans 

harvested) as the most significant dry bean production problem 

in 2017. Drought and weeds were ranked as the next biggest 

production problem. Nearly 80 percent of growers surveyed said 

they direct harvested which has almost doubled from 2016.  

Forty-one percent of the respondents reported harvesting all of 

their beans direct. For the first time, the survey included

questions about dicamba drift injury and whether it will affect 

growers’ future planting intentions. Ninety-six percent of survey 

respondents said the risk of potential injury from dicamba drift 

may prevent them from planting dry beans in 2018.

Specialty Crop Farm Bill Alliance 

The Specialty Crop Farm Bill Alliance took their message to 

Congress in May, advocating for investment in specialty crops 

in the 2018 Farm Bill. One of the major items is the need for 

additional resources for specialty crop research. It is  

recommended that the Specialty Crop Research Initiative (SCRI) 

receive $105 million in research funding annually to provide the 

necessary resources to keep speciality crops competitive.  

USDA | National Institute of Food and Agriculture 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National Institute of 

Food and Agriculture (NIFA) announced 18 new grants totaling 

$48 million to develop high-tech solutions that meet the needs 

of U.S. farmers and producers. Funding is made through the 

Specialty Crop Research Initiative (SCRI), authorized by the 2014 

Farm Bill. To date, this program has invested more than $400 

million in research.

USDA | North Dakota Department of Agriculture | NDSU 

In 2018, the USDA announced the investment of nearly $103 

million to expand markets for local food promotion and specialty 

crops. More than $72 million of the total has been distributed 

to state departments of agriculture for the Specialty Block Grant 

Program. North Dakota received $3 million while Minnesota 

received $1.4 million. North Dakota awarded 25 speciality crop 

grants to NDSU and the North Dakota Trade Office. NDSU will 

receive $671,733 in grant money, specifically for dry edible bean 

research projects.
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Worlds of Healthy Flavors | January 16-18 

The NBGA was a Silver sponsor of the Worlds of Healthy Flavors 

at the Culinary Institute of America (CIA) in Napa, California. 

The conference highlighted consumer trends with the new normal 

being plant-based foods and keeping food light and fresh. 

 

Healthy Kitchens, Healthy Lives | February 8-11 

Representatives from the NBGA attended the Healthy Kitchens, 

Healthy Lives Conference held at the CIA in St. Helena, 

California. Faculty members from the Harvard Medical School 

and the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health and other 

prestigious institutions presented the science of diet and nutrition. 

The event focused on plant-forward cooking and eating style, 

calling it the best path to a healthy sustainable diet. A diet high in 

fiber from real plant-based foods, such as edible beans, is seen 

as a positive food choice for people and the planet. 

As a Bronze sponsor we were involved in a “Market Basket 

Exercise” where participants created new menu concepts as well 

as engage with sponsors and their products. We also had the 

opportunity to ask questions via Slido and attend a reception 

where “Black Bean and Sweet Corn Toastaditos with Avocados” 

were served to participants and they had the opportunity to ask 

questions about edible beans. 

National Extension Association of Family & Consumer 

Sciences (NEAFCS) | September 25-27 

The NBGA exhibited at the 2018 NEAFCS Annual Session in 

San Antonio, Texas. There were approximately 800 Extension 

Educators that attended. At the exhibit, NBGA focused on the  

health benefits of dry beans and also shared dry bean  

promotional materials such as recipes, information and bamboo 

spoons to help Extension Educators in educating their audiences 

about dry beans. 

Various NBGA Regional & National Promotion Activities 

•  CIA World Bean Kitchen Recipe Development created five new 

recipes focusing on Beans and World Spices. Recipes and 

videos are online at CIAprochef.com/northarvest

•  The CIA Social Media program reports for the third quarter a 

total of more than 19,000 views about beans on YouTube and 

iTunes. Total video views of more than 565,000 since launch. 

More than 5,800 people follow the CIA’s Pinterest board, with 

46 pins. On May 30, An eblast announcing new content had 

also been sent to more than 23,000 food service professionals.

•  Northarvest sponsored several regional trade shows, including 

WIC, Living Ag Classroom, ND Winter Show, NDSU Harvest 

Bowl, Eat Smart Play Hard and the 5th Annual Banquet in the 

Field.

•  In the fall of 2017, the NBGA began offering an undergraduate 

scholarship. Emily Kennelly of St. Thomas, North Dakota and 

Katlyn Balstad of Fosston, Minnesota were each chosen and 

awarded a $1,000 scholarship. NBGA gives two scholarships 

per year to sons, daughters, grandsons or granddaughters of a 

Northarvest member. 

•  The Northarvest Bean Growers Association sponsored the North 

Dakota Agriculture magazine, which showcases agriculture 

throughout the state. 

•  In the fall of 2018, the NBGA began an overhaul of its website, 

NortharvestBean.org to make it more mobile and user friendly. 

The new website design, along with a better streamlined 

navigation for viewing, will be rolled by January 2019.

Regional & National Promotion

Mark Dombeck and Faye Courneya place stamps on attendee’s 

passports for an opportunity to win an instant pot donated by 

Northarvest.

 

Appetites + Innovation | August 20-21 

The NBGA sponsored, as an Associate Corporate Member, the 

Appetites + Innovation — A National Leadership Forum and 

Collaborative for Retail Foodservice’s 3rd Annual meeting at the 

CIA in Napa, California. During the two day event, there were 

approximately 14 sessions scheduled with many opportunities to 

network and mingle with participants. Discussion centered around 

consumer trends such as convenience foods, nutrition and price. 

 

Flavor, Quality & American Menus | August 21-23

The NBGA was a Bronze sponsor of the 15th Annual Flavor, 

Quality & American Menus (FQAM) — Envisioning the Future 

and Stimulating Dialogue Among Chefs, American Foodservice 

and Agriculture at the CIA in Napa, California. FQAM was on an 

invitation-only basis to 30-35 of the nation’s most influential chefs 

and foodservice industry leaders. 
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Dry Beans Featured at Culinary 
Institute of America Forums

Attendees participate in “Group Ideation Time,” where ideas are 
shared and pitched. 

This past fall, the 
Northarvest Bean Grow-
ers Association sponsored 
and attended two forums 
at the Culinary Institute 
of America in Napa, Cali-
fornia. The first was Ap-
petites + Innovation, a Na-
tional Leadership Forum 
and Collaborative for the 
retail foodservice. Addi-
tionally, Northarvest was 
a bronze sponsor of the 
15th Annual Flavor, Qual-
ity & American Menus 
forum. 

The first forum, Ap-
petites + Innovation, was 
centered around forecast-

ing the future of food-
service and retail food, 
as consumers are chal-
lenging the market with 
regards to more fresh and 
nutritious conscientious 
thinking and buying. 

During the two-day 
event, there were ap-
proximately 14 sessions 
scheduled with many 
opportunities to network 
and mingle with partici-
pants. Much of the discus-
sion concentrated on 
consumer trends such as 
convenience foods, nutri-
tion and price. Dry beans 
fall in line with the current 

consumer trends.  
As the week progressed, 

Northarvest attended the 
2018 Flavor, Quality & 
American Menus Forum. 
One of the forum’s ob-
jectives was to stimulate 
new thinking about the 
future of agriculture. The 
discussion was focused on 
sustainability, using pro-
duce to match the season, 
regenerative agriculture 
such as farm-to-table and 
soil health. 

The forum was attended 
by 30-35 of the nation’s 
most influential chefs and 
foodservice industry lead-

ers. As a Bronze sponsor, 
Northarvest was involved 
in a “Market Basket Exer-
cise” where participants 
created new concepts, 
as well as engaged with 
sponsors and their prod-
ucts. 

Finally, Northarvest also 
had the opportunity to ask 
questions and attend a re-
ception where black bean 
and sweet corn toastitos 
with avocado were served 
to participants. This pro-
vided an opportunity for 
participants to ask ques-
tions about dry beans.

Dry beans were used in the “Market Basket Exercise” to allow chefs 
to engage with sponsors and their products.

A Trusted  
Buyer, Processor 

and Exporter of 
Beans, Lentils, 

Chickpeas, Peas 
and Specialty  

Crops

To market your beans, lentils, chickpeas, durum and hard red wheat or to 
discuss growing pulses, contact AGT Foods in Canada at 1-844-248-4AGT 
or in the U.S. at 1-877-751-1623.

1-877-751-16231-844-248-4AGT
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MAXIMIZE YOUR BEAN PROFITS
with seed-placed starter and foliar feeding

For maximum yields and early season plant performance,  
give your bean crop.......The STARTER Advantage

STARTER FERTILIZER:
• Seed safe at recommended rates
• Stimulates early growth and uniform emergence
• Establishes better root system
• Promotes quicker maturity
• Can be applied with zinc
• Maximizes bean yields and profits

FOLIAR FERTILIZERS:
• Foliar safe at recommended rates
• Improves pod set
• Promotes earlier maturity
• Can be applied with trace elements
• Maximizes bean yields and profits

Northern Valley Fertilizer has been helping local bean growers achieve 
higher profits per acre for over 40 years. To maximize yields and profits per acre, 

bean growers are incorporating quality starter and foliar fertilizers from 
Northern Valley Fertilizer into their crop production programs.

NVF, Inc.
1581 Freedom Ave NE
Manvel, ND  58256
Phone: 701-696-2484
Email: nvfinc@invisimax.com
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Weather Wisdom
Daryl Ritchison’s agriculturally oriented forecasts positively  
impact farmer’s decisions and bottom lines.

By Jessie Topp-Becker

A timely and accurate 
weather forecast is one 
of the most powerful 
tools available to farmers. 
While forecasts can be a 
valuable asset, they aren’t 
possible without a knowl-
edgeable meteorologist.

Most farmers in the 
Northarvest region rec-
ognize the name Daryl 
Ritchison, who serves as 
the North Dakota Agri-
cultural Weather Network 
(NDAWN) interim direc-
tor. Farmers often use his 
agriculturally-oriented 

boring farmers growing 
up. With a longtime inter-
est in weather, the Min-
nesota native decided to 
pursue a career in meteo-
rology.

Ritchison holds a 
myriad of degrees, includ-

ing bachelor’s degrees in 
earth science and geogra-
phy, and master’s degrees 
in geography, with an 
emphasis on atmospheric 
sciences, and business ad-
ministration. After spend-
ing 25 years in the televi-
sion industry, Ritchison 
came to work at NDAWN 
in 2014 and took over as 
interim director in 2016.

“I didn’t realize I would 
be able to actually have a 
career in meteorology or a 
weather-related field be-
cause the jobs are limited. 
I have and do count my-

Since 1927 and here for future generations

    Kelley Bean Co. salutes all bean growers on the successful growing season.
                              We look forward to seeing you at Bean Day!

www.kelleybean.com

Kelley Bean Co.
Since 1927, and Here for Future Generations

www.kelleybean.com

Todd @ mobile:  701-430-0589
Cavalier ND office: 701-265-8328
Email:  tsmith@kelleybean.com

Kerry @ mobile:  701-779-6877
Hatton ND office: 701-543-3000
Email:  krice@kelleybean.com

Keaton @ mobile: 701-331-2615
Mayville ND office: 701-786-2997
Email: kflanagan@kelleybean.com

Left to Right: Kevin Kelley, Dennis Mitchell, Todd Smith, Deon Maasjo,
Keaton Flanagan, Kerry Rice, John Bartsch

Deon @ mobile:  701-678-4384
Oakes ND office: 701-742-3219
Email:  dmaasjo@kelleybean.com

Dennis @ mobile:  218-639-2548
Perham MN office: 218-346-2360
Email:  dmitchell@kelleybean.com
Dale Schultz mobile: 218-371-1443

John Bartsch mobile:  612-759-5868
Regional Mgr office: 763-391-9311
Email:  jbartsch@kelleybean.com

Kelley Bean Co. salutes
all bean producers.

Have a safe and 
successful growing 

season. 
We look forward to 

seeing you in the �eld
this summer.

Mike @          mobile: 701-430-0589             Deon @ mobile: 701-678-4384
Cavalier ND offi ce: 701-265-8328 Oakes ND offi ce: 701-742-3219
Email:            myanish@kelleybean.com     Email: dmaasjo@kelleybean.com

Dean @ mobile: 701-238-5228 Dennis @ mobile: 218-639-2548
Hatton ND offi ce: 701-543-3000 Perham MN offi ce: 218-346-2360
Email: dnelson@kelleybean.com Email: dmitchell@kelleybean.com
       Dale Schultz mobile: 218-371-1443
 

Keaton @ mobile: 701-331-2615 John Bartsch mobile: 612-759-5868
Mayville ND offi ce: 701-786-2997 Regional Mgr offi ce: 763-391-9311
Email: kfl anagan@kelleybean.com Email: jbartsch@kelleybean.com
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forecasts and weather ad-
vice to make decisions on 
their operations. 

Not growing up on a 
farm himself, Ritchison 
gained an appreciation for 
the agriculture industry 
while working for neigh- Continued on Page 24

Ritchison speaking at a regional Extension event.
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self very fortunate to have 
spent most of my adult life 
in the weather business.”

While earning his de-
grees, Ritchison aspired 
to become a business 
manager for a science or 
weather company. That 
would provide an op-
portunity to mix two dis-
ciplines he is passionate 
about – weather and the 
business environment. 
His position at NDAWN 
allows him to do just that. 

Working with NDAWN 
also allows Ritchison to 
work more closely with 
ag-related weather con-
cerns, which is something 
he’s always been pas-
sionate about. “In my 
meteorological career, I 
always try to focus on giv-
ing agriculturally oriented 
forecasts,” he says. “I was 
always proud when farm-
ers would call and say 
how much they appreci-
ated someone on TV/
radio who focused on ag 
weather.”

“When the opportu-
nity came to work with 
NDAWN I took the job as 
I wanted to focus more 
on ag weather and have 
never regretted that de-
cision,” adds Ritchison. 
While few meteorologists 
earn an MBA, the degree 
gives Ritchison a unique 
perspective on weather’s 
impacts on society and 
business.

“I have always believed 
in the concept of weather 
risk management,” he 
says. “If you understand 
the weather, you can make 
better business decisions 

that will reduce costs and/
or improve your return on 
investment.”

“Working with NDAWN 
gives me an opportu-
nity to help improve and 
discuss that concept to 
agricultural and other 
related businesses to help 
improve the return on in-
vestment associated with 
the collection of weather 
data in the region.”

After a decades-long ca-
reer in the weather busi-
ness, the biggest change 
to the industry can be 
boiled down to one word 
– data. “There is so much 
more data available. Plus, 
the increase in computer 
speed not only allows for 
faster processing of data, 
it allows for more fine 
resolution computer guid-
ance (modeling) to be 
run,” he explains. 

Short-range forecasting 
has made some improve-
ments over the course of 
his career, but the most 
significant improvement 
is in the area long-range 
forecasts in the five to 
eight-day range. “A five-
day forecast is now about 
as accurate as a two-day 
forecast was when I first 
started in weather nearly 
30 years ago.”

Having the ability to 
positively impact people 
with a weather forecast is 
Ritchison’s favorite part of 
the job. “I have always ap-
preciated the times when 
people told me that a 
forecast I made impacted 
them in a positive way,” he 
says.

“There are several sto-
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ries about safe traveling 
in the winter or someone 
in agriculture thanking 
me for helping them save 
money and/or time, all 
by listening to one of my 
forecasts or weather ad-
vice.”

As a highly sought-
after speaker, Ritchison 
is invited to speak about 
a variety of subjects, not 
all weather related. “One 

of my passions is to make 
seasonal forecasts accu-
rate enough to be useful, 
and that is an area I spend 
a good deal of time try-
ing to perfect,” he says. 
“You will find me most 
cold seasons at ag shows 
projecting my thoughts on 
the next growing season.”

Ritchison has been mar-
ried for 26 years and has 
two children. 
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Creating Connections 
Between Food and Farming

A North Dakota summer evening 
served as the backdrop for the fifth 
annual Banquet in a Field. The 2018 
event brought approximately 125 
guests and volunteers to Peterson 
Farms Seed near Harwood, where 
they were treated to a multi-course 
meal. 

The purpose of Banquet in a Field 
is to create an opportunity for con-
versations about food, focusing on 
how it is raised or grown. This ulti-
mately provides an educational op-
portunity that eliminates consumer 
fear or misinformation.

“In our fifth year of hosting this 
evening, I continue to be surprised at 
the questions about technology and 
science in agriculture, particularly 

opportunity to share a meal, are all 
about ensuring that consumers can 
enjoy food without fear.”

Dry edible bean farmers Matt and 
Georgia Thompson of Wyndmere 
attended on behalf of the Northar-
vest Bean Growers Association. They 
were an integral part of the con-
versation, sharing their knowledge 
about dry bean production. 

“Often there is a disconnect of how 
and where food is grown. Georgia 
and I were very pleased to have made 
some great connections with non-
agricultural influencers,” says Matt. “I 
believe this event really closes the gap 
that exists with those who have never 
experienced farm life or whose family 
farmed generations ago.”

Prior to the sit-down dinner, guests 
toured crop plots to learn more 
about each crop and tasted appetiz-
ers featuring the food grown in those 
fields. The event organized by Com-
monGround North Dakota, a group 
of farmer volunteers who work to 
bring clarity to discussions about 
food and farming.

The Thompsons visit with a Banquet in the Field attendee

GMOs,” says Julie Peterson. “Ulti-
mately, these conversations, and the 
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A New Look for Northarvest
The Northarvest Bean Grow-

ers Association will soon launch 
a newly revised website, www.
northarvestbean.org. The new 
design highlights dry edible bean 
programs including: production 
research, consumer outreach, 
development, nutrition research 
and promotion and regional and 
national promotion. 

Producer, consumer and buyer 
resources will be easy to access on 
the new site. Also, a digital copy of 
Northarvest’s BeanGrower maga-
zine will be available for visitors.

“The Northarvest website is the 
gateway and first connection to 
reach the world,” says Northar-
vest Executive Vice President Tim 
Courneya. “The revised website 
assists Northarvest in communi-

cating its mission and to educate 
audiences about dry beans in the 
region.” 

Website upgrades include im-
proved navigation, updated in-
formation and a mobile-friendly 

design. The new site design 
makes it easier for dry bean 
growers to find information on 
checkoff-funded programs and 
projects, including production 
research. 

The ND Dry Bean Coun-
cil will be holding an elec-
tion for District 1, District 
4.

The election letter will 
be mailed out February 
2019.  Any participating 
dry bean growers who 
grow dry beans and reside 

Northarvest Election Notification
in that district are eligible 
to be a candidate.

The MN Dry Bean 
Research & Promotion 
Council will be holding an 
election for Area 2.  

January 25th is the 
deadline for participating 
growers who reside and 

grow beans in that area.  
Interested candidates can 
request the form and cer-
tification from the Council 

office, 218-334-6351 or 
contacting the MN De-
partment of Agriculture, 
Ruth White, 651-201-6000.
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2018 Growing Season Brought 
Cold and Wet Weather 
By Daryl Ritchison, 
NDAWN Interim 
Director 

The 2018 growing sea-
son started and finished 
cold and wet. April 2018 
was one of the top ten 
coldest Aprils on record, 
delaying planting for 
much of the area until 
early May. In addition, 
harvest was delayed by 
a top ten coldest Octo-
ber on record. Snow or 
enough rain to kept a ma-
jority of farmers out of the 

fields until late October, 
or in some instances, even 
November. 

Yet, in between the 
frustrating temperature 
patterns to start and fin-
ish the growing season, 
May through September 
recorded temperatures at 
or slightly above average 
for much of the region. In 
turn, most locations were 
warmer than the 2017 
growing season, meaning 
additional growing degree 
days in 2018 to enhance 
plant growth in the loca-

tions that had sufficient 
precipitation.  

As a general rule, south-
ern North Dakota into 
west central Minnesota 
recorded near or above 
average rainfall during 
the summer of 2018. In 
turn, the northern por-
tion of North Dakota into 
northwestern Minnesota 
finished below average. Of 
course, there were excep-
tions in both regions, but 
that was the general trend. 

The areas that suffered 
the most for lack of rain 

were in east central North 
Dakota, which was well 
below average for rainfall 
until late summer. Also, 
far northeastern North 
Dakota into northwestern 
Minnesota recorded only 
60 to 80 percent of nor-
mal rainfall through the 
entire summer season. 
That, in turn, was the sec-
ond straight drier-than-
average summer for many 
areas, and especially for 
northeastern North Da-
kota into northwestern 
Minnesota.

Dan Fuglesten,  
General Manager  

PO Box 162, Buxton, ND  
Ph: (701) 847-2622  
Fax: (701) 847-2623  

Toll Free: (800) 286-2623

37

Alliance Valley Bean, Larimore, ND   
Alliance Valley Bean, Sharon, ND  
Allied Grain, Barlow, ND     
Central Valley Bean Cooperative, Pisek ND       
CHS Harvest States, Lankin, ND
Hatton Farmers Elevator, Hatton, ND
Lake Region Grain, Devils Lake, ND
Thompsons, East Grand Forks, MN 
Wilton Farmers Union Elev., Washburn, ND  

We wish everyone a prosperous New Year from the Staff at Central Valley Bean.

Pinto Bean  
Receiving Stations:
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USDBC SUBMITS 
FUNDING REQUEST

In November, the U.S. 
Dry Bean Council submit-
ted a request for new mar-
ket development funding 
to USDA/FAS as part of 
the Agricultural Trade 
Program. The program is 
offered as a one-time allo-
cation of funding to assist 
U.S. agricultural export-
ers develop new markets 
and mitigate the adverse 
effects of other countries’ 
tariff and non-tariff bar-
riers.

The 25 percent tariff on 
all U.S. dry bean imported 
by the European Union 
(EU) has been particularly 
challenging, as the EU 

BEAN BRIEFS
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is a top regional export 
market. Dry bean exports 
are already down 20 per-
cent for January to Sep-
tember 2018, compared 
to the same period in 
2017 (Source: GATS). The 
ATP proposal includes a 
request for $2.5 million 
in new funding for ac-
tivities around the world, 
designed to offset these 
trade losses. A few high-
lights include:
• A global buyers confer-

ence in the EU.
• Participation in the 

South American version 
of ANUGA.

• Market exploration 
in the Andean region 
and the most dynamic 

markets of Sub Saharan 
Africa.

• Support for activities in 
recognition of Global 
Pulse Day.

SPECIALTY CROP 
GRANTS AWARDED

North Dakota Agricul-
ture Commissioner Doug 
Goehring has awarded 25 
specialty crop grants, val-
ued at more than $3 mil-
lion. The projects funded 
include:
• North Dakota State Uni-

versity – $226,535.00 for 
adult plant resistance, 
the next frontier in 
breeding for rust resis-
tance in dry beans.

• NDSU – $78,800.00 to 
optimize agronomic 
practices to maximize 
dry bean agronomic 
performance and profit-
ability under sclerotinia 
disease pressure.

• NDSU – $148,715.00 to 
study the prevalence 
and virulence of soy-
bean cyst nematode in 
dry bean fields in North 
Dakota.

• North Dakota Trade 
Office – $48,895.00 
for expanding exports 
through focused sales 
trips.

• NDSU – $90,407.00 for 
enhancement of salinity 
tolerance in North Da-
kota pulse crops.

• NDSU – $127,276.00 
to enhance dry bean 
production with adja-
cent pollinator habitats, 

quantifying the range 
and extent of benefits.

COMPLETE DRY BEAN 
GROWER SURVEYS

The 2018 Dry Bean 
Grower Survey of Produc-
tion, Pest Problems and 
Pesticide Use has been 
mailed. The survey is a 
cooperative effort be-
tween the Northarvest 
Bean Growers Association 
and the NDSU Extension 
Service, and is made pos-
sible through a grant from 
Northarvest.

Results from this survey 
are important and provide 
dry bean growers and in-
vested stakeholders with 
information about grower 
practices in North Dakota 
and Minnesota, as well as 
help identify research and 
pesticide registration pri-
orities.  Survey responses 
are kept completely anon-
ymous.

BURNED BRIDGE 
REBUILT

Last fall, a fire destroyed 
a railroad bridge south 
of Cavalier and north of 
Crystal, North Dakota. 
Shortly before the fire, 
several local elevator and 
bean companies received 
a letter from Dakota 
Northern Railroad, say-
ing the company would 
no longer pay for major 
repairs. 

However, nearly $60,000 
dollars was secured 
through rail-dependent 
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companies and local 
banks and businesses to 
rebuild the bridge. The old 
wood frame was replaced 
with culverts during con-
struction. The companies 
in Cavalier and Walhalla 
represent approximately 
40,000 acres of dry beans 
grown in the region.

ND AND MB SIGN 
COLLABORATION 
AGREEMENT

North Dakota Agricul-
ture Commissioner Doug 
Goehring and Mani-
toba Agriculture Minis-
ter Ralph Eichler have 
signed an agreement of 
collaboration. With this 

agreement, North Dakota 
and Manitoba will share 
information about agri-
culture, ag technology 
and biosecurity. There will 
be efforts to enhance the 
relationship between uni-
versities on ag research.

A DECISION ON 
DICAMBA

The EPA’s long-awaited 
decision on dicamba was 
announced in early No-
vember. The registration 
for XtendiMax, Engenia 
and FeXapan herbicides 
for over-the-top use has 
been extended for two 
years. The new federal 
label allows dicamba ap-

plications from one hour 
after sunrise to two hours 
before sunset. The prod-
uct can only be used on 
soybeans for 45 days after 
planting. Improvements 
are also being made in the 
federal label to improve 
compliance and enforce-
ment.

BIDS FOR ERS/NIFA 
RELOCATION

Hundreds of bids from 
35 states have been sub-
mitted to USDA to be the 
new home for the Eco-
nomic Research Service 
and National Institute 
of Food and Agriculture. 
In August, Agriculture 

Secretary Sonny Perdue 
announced most ERS and 
NIFA staff would move 
outside of the Washington 
Beltway area by the end of 
2019. 

A group led by the 
Greater Fargo Moorhead 
Economic Development 
Corporation is pushing for 
Fargo to be the new site. 
Three proposals were sub-
mitted in Minnesota; Min-
neapolis, Falcon Heights 
and Shakopee. For South 
Dakota, Brookings and 
Sioux Falls have expressed 
interest. The new location 
or locations will be select-
ed in January.
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From the Archives of the Northarvest 
Bean Growers Association
5 YEARS AGO: 
WINTER 2014 

Government Shut-
down Impacts Crop 
Report -- The November 
USDA crop production 
report included several 
items that were originally 
scheduled to be released 
in the October crop report 
which USDA cancelled 
due to the government 
shutdown. This includes 
acreage revisions based 
on certified acreage data 
for dry edible beans. 
USDA reduced both 
planted and harvested 
acres of dry beans in the 
November crop produc-
tion report. US planted 
acreage was cut 90,000 
acres while harvested 
acres are down 80,000 
from USDA’s previous 
estimate. North Dakota’s 
planted acres were re-
duced 70,000 acres, and 
harvested acres declined 
60,000 acres. In Minne-
sota, both planted and 
harvested acres fell by 
25,000 acres.

Disease Resistance 
Research Funded -- 
North Dakota State Uni-
versity dry bean breeder 
Dr. Juan Osorno is using 
a $91,580 USDA Specialty 
Crop Block Grant to fur-
ther his work on emergent 
strains of pathogens on 
dry beans. This is one of 

several dry bean projects 
that were funded by USDA 
grants in several states. 
Osorno decided to focus 
his grant request on dis-
ease resistance because 
the annual grower survey 
consistently shows dis-
ease is the No. 1 enemy. 
“Because of the environ-
ment we have in North 
Dakota,” says Osorno, 
“it’s wet and humid and 
it’s very conducive to the 
development of diseases, 
and of course we get not 
only yield losses but also 
losses in quality.”

United Pulse Pro-
duces Dry Bean Flour 
-- United Pulse Trading 
shipped its first product 
from its new Minot, North 
Dakota food processing 
plant. This followed a 
$30 million construction 
project that began in 2012 
in Minot’s value-added 
agriculture complex. The 
plant processes lentils, 
chickpeas, dry beans 
and other pulse crops. 
In addition to traditional 
processing of pinto and 
black beans, peas, lentils 
and chickpeas, the plant 
will also produce flours, 
proteins, fibers and other 
high quality food ingredi-
ents. United Pulse Trading 
expects to process more 
than 100,000 metric tons 
of pulse crops at the Mi-
not plant every year.

10 YEARS AGO: 
WINTER 2009

Rust Seen in Local-
ized Area -- Rust started 
showing up late in the 
season this year around 
northern Trail County, 
mostly in the Buxton/
Hatton area and in some 
small areas in Grand 
Forks County. Even 
though it was localized, it 
was severe in some areas. 
“That is not unusual to 
have rust show up late in 
the season, but what was 
interesting was that it was 
showing up on rust resis-

tant varieties,” says Sam 
Markell, Extension Plant 
Pathologist at NDSU.

Harvest Roundup 
-- Late rains held up har-
vest in some areas but 
most growers were able 
to get back into the fields 
to finish up their beans. 
Calls to area elevators 
and bean dealers found 
most of the growers had 
an average crop this year. 
Cando Farmers Grain and 
Oil reported good quality 
and color for the beans, 
but yields were a little 
disappointing. At Haberer 

Western Grown Dry Edible  
Bean Seed

Purchasers, Handlers  
& Processors  

of Dry Edible Beans

Larson Grain  
Company

Larson Grain Company
100 Second Avenue, Englevale, ND 58033

Contact: Nick Shockman  
701-683-5246 / 701-361-2230

 Email: nick.shockman@larsongrain.com  
Website: www.larsongrain.com
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Foods in Morris, Minne-
sota, the quality and yield 
for dark red kidneys was 
called average. Field con-
ditions were drier than 
normal. St. Hilaire Seed 
Company says beans sat 
in the field after late-sea-
son rains and the color of 
the beans was impacted. 
Pinto bean yields in the 
Washburn, North Dakota 
area were called disap-
pointing by the manage-
ment at Falkirk Farmers 
Elevator Company. Bird 
Island Bean Company 
said they saw good quality 
and good yields. 

15 YEARS AGO: 
WINTER 2004

Northarvest Ad Cam-
paign Launched in 

Boston -- The Northar-
vest Bean Growers Associ-
ation launched the “Who’s 
Laughing Now?” advertis-
ing campaign in Boston 
on January 6, which is Na-
tional Bean Day. Boston 
is a significant market for 
dry beans and is a sym-
bolic one. It is also known 
as Bean Town. The kickoff 
included a press confer-
ence, radio advertising, 
billboard, truck sides and 
transtop boards. All will 
be using a little humor 
about beans to power the 
message that beans are a 
healthy, nutritional, good-
tasting food.

More Food Aid Pur-
chases -- USDA has 
approved navy beans 
for food aid to Iraq. The 

decision is significant 
since Great Northerns 
dominated the Iraqi mar-
ket for many years. In 
October, USDA bought 
15,000 metric tons of food 
aid, which many thought 
were destined for Iraq. 
However, USDA shipped 
them to Ethiopia. Does 
this mean USDA may 
buy many more navy and 
Great Northern beans to 
send to Iraq in the coming 
months? Many think so. 
In any case, USDA food 
aid purchases are running 
ahead of last year. Food 
aid purchases between 
September and Decem-
ber totaled 46,650 metric 
compared to 17,350 met-
ric ton during the same 
period last year. Also, for 

the first time in many 
years, USDA has pur-
chased more dry beans 
than peas and lentils for 
food aid.

Research Projects 
Funded -- The Northar-
vest Bean Growers Asso-
ciation invested $250,472 
in dry bean research in 
2003. The projects funded 
include greenhouse 
screening for white mold 
resistant germplasm, bio-
technology to produce 
low-flatulence dehydrated 
pinto bean products, and 
the effect of fertilization 
on Kidney Bean Root Rot. 
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Dr. Frayne Olson
NDSU Extension  
Crops Economist

Betsy Jensen
Northland Community 
College FBM Instructor

Shane Sand 
Farmer, Emerado  

2019 International Crop Expo

Valuable educational seminars both days, developed & presented  by  NDSU & MN Extension Services. 
Seminar Topics

Wednesday, February 20th ~ 9 am to 5 pm  
Thursday, February 21st ~ 9 am to 4 pm

Alerus Center, Grand Forks, ND
www.cropexpo.com

Keynote Speaker:

 Free 

Admission

and Parking

Sponsored by: 

Check website   
for program times.

Small Grains

Wednesday 
 •  What you need to know and do before meeting with your  
     banker! 
 •  New ND Fertilizer Recommendations, Micronutrients and  
     Myths
 •  Rethinking Soil and Water Conservation Practices  
     (Joint session with Beans)
 •  Tips for using Soil Health Building Practices  
     (Joint session with Beans)

Thursday  
     •   Small Grain Insects Update

 •   Herbicide-resistant Weed ID and Potential UAV Spray  
       Applications
 •   Market Outlook (Joint session with Beans) 
 •   Palmer Amaranth: A Discussion (Joint session with Beans)

 
 
  

 Potatoes

Wednesday 
•
   

Update on Potato Crop Insurance Policies 
•
   

Overview of the Potato Sustainability Initiative Program

Thursday
•
  
 Minnesota Certified Seed Report 

•
  
 North Dakota Certified Seed Report

•
  
 Recognizing Herbicide Injury 

•
  
 Disease Management in Storage 

•
  
 42 years of Potato Pathology Research 

•   Tuber Quality Following Cold Injury

Soybeans / Dry  Beans

Wednesday 
•  Dry Bean Breeding Update 
•  Soybean/Dry Bean Disease Update
•  Tillage, Buffers, Costs and Remedies for a Cleaner Red River  
    Watershed (Joint Session with Small Grains)
•  Tips for using Soil Health Building Practices  (Joint Session       
    with Small Grains)

Thursday  
 •  Soybean Drying and Storage Tips - 2019 Edition
 •  Dry Bean Production Tips

 •  Market Outlook (Joint Session with Small Grains)
 •  Palmer Amaranth: A Discussion  (Joint Session with  
     Small Grains)

In this joy-filled tribute to those of us living and 
working on the farm, you’ll find yourself laughing and commiserating with 
your friends and neighbors.  Together we’ll discover that juggling farm life 
with a smile can save your sanity and your marriage. Get ready for real 
life lessons learned as we deal with breakdowns and parts runs, family
in-laws and farm priorities, money & communication (or lack of it!).  It’s 
time to celebrate!  

Jolene Brown 
A walking/talking champion for the people  
of agriculture.

1:00  p.m.  Wednesday, February 20th 
Harvest the Humor: A Celebration  
of Life on the Farm 

P
an

el
is

ts

UAV Technology in the Red River Valley  
3:00 – 4:00 p.m. Wed. , February 20th (South end of Arena. New event this year)

   
This will be a discussion of the research and field operations using  Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicles (UAV’s) being conducted in the Red River Valley. It will high-
light some of the agencies involved, projects being conducted and some of 
the current/future applications of this technology for the region and beyond.  
Some UAV equipment will be on display. Presenters: John Nowatzki, NDSU 
Ext. Ag Machine Systems Specialist & Beau Bateman, Farmer, Grand Forks, ND

Finding Dollars in the Detail
1:00 - 2:15 p.m.  Thursday, February 21st

This session will focus on management decisions that farmers can make to 
increase their net income in current challenging economic environment.  It 
will focus on decisions regarding: landlord/ tenant relationships, marketing 
strategies, reducing input costs and some of the “common threads” of producers 
that tend to do better economically during challenging economic times in 
agriculture.

NHB Ad 2019.indd   1 11/28/2018   9:56:41 AM
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15526 90th ST NE  
Drayton, ND 58225   

800-454-3875 
hamiltonsystemsinc.com 

 

✓   Pneumatic Automatic Air Gate 
✓    Suspended for easy   
     maintenance and cleaning 
✓    Fully Automated 
✓   Great for Seed Treating and  
     General Seed Use 
✓  Widths of 18”, 24”, & 36” 
✓  Can run up to 250 feet 
✓  Easily extends to fit your  
    growing operation 

 
 

Northarvest Exhibits at 
National Extension Conference

In September, the Northarvest 
Bean Growers Association exhibited 
at the National Extension Associa-
tion of Family & Consumer Sciences 
Conference in San Antonio, Texas. 
During the day and a half exhibi-
tion, Northarvest focused on the 
health benefits of dry beans. In ad-
dition, they shared promotion ma-
terials, such as recipes, information 
and bamboo spoons, to help Exten-
sion professionals educate their 
audiences about dry beans. There 
were approximately 800 Extension 
educators that attended, and many 
asked for further recipes and infor-
mation. 
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Ag Research Priorities Highlighted 
for the 2019-2021 Biennium  

Dry edible bean growers 
value research. In fact, the 
Northarvest Bean Grow-
ers Association is invest-
ing more than $251,000 to 
help manage white mold, 
improve salinity, address 
waterlogging stress resis-
tance and more. 

“We know research is a 
long-term investment that 
pays,” says Northarvest Ex-
ecutive Vice President Tim 
Courneya. “Our relation-
ship with North Dakota 
State University research-
ers and NDSU Extension 

gives dry bean growers the 
tools be successful in the 
field, helping them get the 
best yield possible.” 

However, further cuts 
to state funding for agri-
cultural research could 
impact access to new and 
improved technologies. For 
the 2019-2021 biennium, 
North Dakota Governor 
Doug Burgum presented a 
$14.3 billion budget, raising 
state spending five percent.  
NDSU Extension and the 
North Dakota Agricultural 
Experiment Station expe-

rienced budget cuts in the 
previous biennium. The 
State Board of Agricultural 
Research and Education is 
working to make sure this 
doesn’t happen again. 

SBARE is recommending 
two budgets. One offers a 
13 percent budget cut and, 
if realized, would result in 
cuts and layoffs. The sec-
ond is a hold-even budget 
with a request for 100 per-
cent program funding and 
takes priority. It focuses on 
a new funding model for 
NDSU Extension, where 

the county pays 40 per-
cent compensation and 
the state pays 60 percent 
(salaries and benefits). 
There’s also a request to 
update Extension’s online 
presence and social media 
strategy. 

In addition, SBARE’s pri-
orities for the ND Agricul-
tural Experiment Station 
include the agribiome ini-
tiative, investment for pre-
cision agriculture updates 
and enhanced research 
capacity. Needs also in-
clude capital improvement 
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priorities to Waldron Hall, 
a seed cleaning facility at 
the Williston Research Ex-
tension Center, equipment 
storage and updates to 
equipment storage sheds. 

“The return on invest-
ment in agricultural re-
search yields a 40 to 1 cost 
benefit ratio,” says SBARE 
Chairman Keith Peltier. 
“With that in mind, we’re 
going forward with a hold-
even budget. We think 
we can justify the expen-
ditures on new research 
initiatives.” 

According to Peltier, the 
budget proposal for both 
NDSU Extension and the 
Agricultural Experiment 

Station was well received 
in summer strategy review 
sessions with Governor 
Burgum’s office. One NDSU 
Extension leader agrees.

 “We are encouraged. 
Since the meetings, SBARE 
and agriculture admin-
istration leadership are 
focused on working with 
legislative leaders to dis-
cuss the value of NDSU 
Extension and research 
programs,” explains Greg 
Lardy, interim director of 
NDSU Extension and act-
ing director of the North 
Dakota Agricultural Exper-
iment Station. “We’re fo-
cused on pushing forward 
with the process and hav-

ing more conversations.”  
Retaining good research-

ers is also important. Lardy 
is encouraged with the 
potential for pay raises for 
state employees. “When 
you look at the hard work 
our people do - whether 
it’s research technicians 
at the Extension centers, 
field-based extension staff 
or scientists, teachers or 
faculty on campus - we feel 
strongly that a pay raise 
package is important. They 
weren’t able to have a pay 
raise the last two years.”

There is still some work 
to do in preparation for 
North Dakota’s legislative 
session. Come January, the 

legislature will weigh in 
on the priorities and make 
adjustments to the budget 
However, in regards to the 
SBARE hold-even budget, 
North Dakota Agricul-
ture Commissioner Doug 
Goehring is hopeful.

“Research is part of 
agriculture’s foundation, 
but there’s an educational 
component as well. I think 
the legislature will look 
at that,” says Goehring. “I 
can’t guess what they’ll 
do, but I believe SBARE 
will probably find support 
more favorable in this bi-
ennium, compared to the 
previous biennium.”
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A specially formulated blend of encapsulated Rhizobia dry bean inoculant with the benefits of the iGET 
technology. Graph-Ex SA for Dry Beans is labeled for pinto beans, navy beans, great northern beans, kidney 
beans, black beans, snap beans, wax beans, field or canning beans, cranberry beans, garden and string beans, 
pink beans and scarlet runner beans.

       Proven yield benefits
       Improved seedling vigor
       Grower applied
       Easy on equipment
       Better seed flowability
       Patented talc/ 
       graphite carrier

Vince Wertman  
Regional Sales Manager 
507-379-5923 Office
507-402-6078 Cell 
vincewertman@ABM1st.com 
www.ABM1st.com

for Dry Beans

™

© 2015 All rights reserved. All products are trademarks or registered trademarks of Advanced Biological Marketing
An American Company Producing Global Results for Agriculture

Advanced Biological Marketing  |  PO Box 222  |  Van Wert, OH 45891  | Office (877) 617-2461 @ABM1st

Vince Wertman  
Regional Sales Manager
507-379-5923 Office
507-402-6078 Cell
vincewertman@ABM1st.com
www.ABM1st.com

Get ready to grow more.

For more information contact  
your local ABM dealer or:

Preator Bean
Company

Lynn Preator
PO Box 234

Burlington, WY

307-762-3310   Cell: 307-272-0911

Wyoming Seed
When Quality Counts

Preator_Summer08_kp.indd   1 7/22/08   1:46:56 PM
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Rooted in Agriculture
By Megan Ternquist

There’s a common say-
ing in the agriculture 
world – “It’s hard to stray 
away from your roots.” 
That expression holds true 
for Hope, North Dakota 
farmer Josh Ihry. Farm-
ing has been in his blood 
since day one. On a farm 
10 miles northwest of 
Hope, North Dakota, the 
Ihry family grew barley, 
wheat and sunflowers and 
raised cattle. 

“Growing up on a farm, 
you learn to embrace the 
lifestyle,” says Ihry. “But 

as I prepared to go off to 
college, my dad said I had 
to either get a job or rent 
some land. That’s what 
really got me started in 
farming.” 

Ihry continued to farm 
part-time while he went to 
college for marketing and 
sales. “As I neared the end 
of my college career, I had 
it stuck in my head I had 
to try something different. 
So, I graduated, moved 
away with my wife Laura 
and became a furniture 
salesman.” 

After spending time in 
Kansas, Josh and Laura 

decided move back to 
North Dakota to raise 
their children in a small 
community. “It worked 
out where my father-in-
law needed the extra help, 
so I started working for 
him in 2004. That’s where 
I’ve been ever since.” Fast 
forward to the present 
day, the couple is joined 
on the family farm by 
their two children Grant 
and Claire. 

On the farm, dry edible 
beans fit nicely into the 
crop rotation. Ihry goes on 
to explain they fit a niche 
in the market. “Not only 

do they help fill a harvest 
gap, but the financial re-
turn can be promising. It’s 
also an alternative way to 
control weeds... there are 
just so many benefits.”

Pinto and black are the 
two classes of dry beans 
commonly grown in the 
area. As the industry and 
markets expand, Ihry 
says farmers are starting 
to raise more specialty 
beans. We’re willing to 
explore different classes, 
such as cranberry and 
small reds, to see what 

Continued on Next Page

Ihry takes in the 2018 dry bean harvest on his farm.
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will work and what won’t. 
Many area farmers don’t 
have to haul the beans 
much over 10 miles, 
which is a huge advan-
tage.” 

In addition to farming 
full time, Ihry represents 
district four on the North 
Dakota Dry Bean Council. 
Being one of the newest 
council members, Ihry 
wanted to take a more ac-
tive role in a commodity 
he produces. “By taking 
this leadership role, I can 
learn more about the dry 
beans I’m raising and cre-
ate additional awareness 
for consumers,”

So far, Ihry has come to 
realize how much time 
and effort goes into dry 
bean research and mar-
ket development efforts. 
“We’re actively exploring 
new market opportunities 
for the products we raise,” 
he says. 

In particular, the indus-
try is trying to keep pace 
with a consumer- driven 
market. “Once dry beans 
are in the truck, they’re 
ready to go to the table. 
That is what’s so fascinat-
ing and appealing to con-
sumers.”

Short-term, there are 
challenges facing modern 

day agriculture, which 
Ihry believes can cer-
tainly be overcome. “To 
be successful, us younger 
farmers have to keep an 
open eye and be willing to 
change. Whether it’s tech-
nology or the markets, we 
have to learn to embrace 
those changes.”

In the long-term, Ihry 
is very optimistic about 
the future of agriculture. 
“We’re feeding a growing 
world of 7.2 billion peo-
ple. As farmers we have a 
huge responsibility, and 
I think it will reward us in 
the end.”

For Ihry, being a farmer 

doesn’t really feel like a 
job. No day is the same. 
“I wake up and do some-
thing different every day. 
There’s such a variety of 
things - from playing in 
the mud to bookwork and 
fixing on some pretty cool 
equipment.”

It all boils down to the 
freedom that comes with 
farming. “Of course, the 
best part about being a 
farmer is being your own 
boss,” says Ihry. “You put 
seed down in the spring 
and hope it yields in the 
fall, which is a feeling that 
can’t be described.”
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ROTISSERIE CHICKEN WITH GREEN CHILI SOUP

Method

1.   In a large pot over low heat. Add the oil, onions, carrots and celery.  Sweat 

until translucent, approximately 20 minutes. Add garlic and cook until 

aromatic. Add the corn and cook 4 minutes. Season with salt and pepper.

2. Add in the stock bring to a simmer. Let cook for 15 minutes or until the 

flavers meld.

3. Just prior to serving, stir in chicken, chilis and cooked beans. Bring back to 

a simmer. Adjust the seasoning and stir in the cilantro.

Source:  Adapted from Unilever Food Solutions, as served at the Appetites + Innovation 
leadership forum. Published with permission of the author. All rights reserved.

Ingredients 

2 Tbsp. canola oil
1/2 cup diced onion
1 cup diced carrots
1 cup diced celery
1 Tbsp. minced garlic
2 corn ears, cut off the cob or 1-15oz   
   can of sweet corn drained

Salt and pepper, as needed
2 qt. chicken stock
1 lb. rotisserie chicken
3 5-oz. cans diced green chilis
1 pint cooked white beans, cooked or   
   two 15-oz cans drained & rinsed
1/4 cup cilantro
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PLUS

A Winning Combination
For the best start  avai lable in dry beans, Gowan’s 
program can’t  be beat.  Grass,  broadleaf and 
nutsedge control  – the winning combination. 
Gowan’s sales and technical team is the best in 
the business,  ready to work with you for the r ight 
program to f i t  your needs.

GOWAN USA – Family Owned in the U.S.A.

FOLLOWED BY

GOWAN’S
for

DRY BEANS

gowanco.com
800.883.1844

Eptam® 7E and Sonalan® HFP are registered trademarks of Gowan Company, L.L.C. 
Permit® is  a registered trademark of Nissan Chemical Industr ies,  Ltd 
Always read and fol low label directions
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     Paul Varner…. paul@tvseed.com …………(989) 280-2013  
 

    Jim Whalen…. jimwhalen@tvseed.com….. (720) 556-9349   

North America’s Reliable and Independent  
Wholesale Dry Bean Seed Provider   

Producing Top Quality Western Grown Seed 

Hazelton, ID Powell, WY Wilder, ID 

Visit our website: 
 

www.tvseed.com 

U.S., Mexico and Canada  
Reach Trade Agreement

The new trade agree-
ment between the United 
State, Mexico and Canada, 
referred to as the USMCA, 
is positive news for the dry 
bean industry. U.S. Dry 
Bean Council Executive 
Director Rebecca Bratter 
says the industry didn’t 
want the previous agree-
ment (the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agree-
ment) to be disrupted. 
Mexico is the top single-
nation export market for 
U.S. dry beans.

“NAFTA was working 

well for us, getting us du-
ty-free entry into the Mex-
ico market. During nego-
tiations, the general trade 
environment became a bit 
disruptive,” says Bratter. 
The new agreement helps 
the industry solidify a 
market position. “We can 
now shift our focus back 
to our biggest concern, 
which is the Mexican dry 
bean harvest.” 

In addition, it was im-
portant that Canada was 
included in the agreement 
moving forward. “Supply 

chains are so integrated 
right now. While that isn’t 
as much of an issue for 
dry beans, it’s helps to 
have both critical partners 
move forward with the 
agreement.”

Particularly for dry 
beans, Bratter goes on 
to say the USMCA may 
be a bit of an upgrade. It 
addresses phytosanitary 
issues, helping take the 
agreement into the digital 
age.

Lawmakers from all 
three countries officially 

signed the agreement in 
November at the G-20 
Summit in Argentina. The 
next steps include pas-
sage by Congress, which 
is on the agenda for early 
2019. Also, lawmakers 
from all three countries 
Lawmakers from all three 
countries officially signed 
the agreement November 
30 at the G-20 Summit 
in Argentina. The next 
steps include passage by 
Congress, which is on the 
agenda for early 2019. 
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BILL ONGSTAD
Harvey, ND
Wheat, pinto beans, corn and soybeans

Tell us a little bit about your family farm.  My grand-
father came from Norway in 1869 and homesteaded in 
about 1905 five miles north of Manfred, North Dakota. 
I’m the third generation and have been farming since 
1974. My son, Sam, also farms. His children will be the 
fifth generation.

What classes of beans do you grow and why?  I have 
been growing dry beans since 1976 or 1978. We raise 
pinto beans since there are four pinto bean plants in 
Wells County. 

What is your favorite piece of farm equipment?  My 
favorite piece of farm equipment is my 1978 John Deere 
4240 with power shift.

If you could add any new equipment, what would 
it be?  It would be nice to sit in the newest John Deere 
combine for a season.

If you could win a vacation anywhere, where would 
you want to go?  I would go to Florida where it’s warm-
er!

What’s the best part about being a farmer?  Combin-
ing the crop is one of my favorite parts of the job. Driving 
semi is pretty good, too. However, driving around in the 
pickup is really the best part of my job.

PETE SCHUMACHER 
Reynolds, ND
Dry Beans, sugarbeets, corn, wheat and soybeans 

Tell us a little bit about your family farm.  My grand-
father started farming in 1931. It has been a family farm 
ever since then. I have worked on the farm all my life and 
raised my first crops in 1982 or 1983. We have been rais-
ing dry beans since the 1980s. 

What classes of beans do you grow and why?  Our 
farm grows navy beans, pinto beans and black beans be-
cause they grow well in this area. It also helps the proces-
sors are nearby.

What is your favorite piece of farm equipment?  I’d 
say either a harrow packer or rotary hoe. In addition, 
I wouldn’t want to be without my quadtrac tractor. If I 
could add a new piece of equipment, it would be a very 
large corn dryer!

What are your hobbies?  When I’m not farming, I’m 
usually working in the yard and spending time with fam-
ily and friends.

If you could win a vacation anywhere, where would 
you go?  I would travel to the crop growing areas of Bra-
zil.

What is the best part about being a farmer?  The best 
part is the satisfaction of planting crops, watching them 
grow and caring for them through the year with my fam-
ily farm partners.

Chelated
Micronutrients
 Blue Diamond Activator

 10% Zinc 9.5% Nitrogen 4% Sulfur

 10% Zinc 5% Sulfur

 8% Copper 4% Sulfur

 

For more information and a 
complete line of micronutrients

Call NWC, Inc.
800-315-2469

Box 33, Emerado, ND 58228
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208.305.7458 
www.mcgregor.com

Ask your seed supplier for 
TMC SeedStart Root2 by name!

Seed application of Zn, Cu, Mg and Fe are RIGHT for 
emergence and early season plant health

Micronized formulation is RIGHT for nutrient 
absorption at germination

Designed RIGHT for high pH environments for up to 
an 8% yield increase

TMC SeedStart Root2
WITH

Treat your seed
RIGHT
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