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At Seedwest, quality comes in
a variety of
ways.

Vibrant* Pinto, Monterrey Pinto and Medalist Navy, to name a few.
These high-yielding** seed varieties are:
• suitable for direct harvest
• sourced using Western growers that produce “Blue Tag” certified seed
• grown in arid climates and certified to be virtually disease-free

Discover the advantages of Seedwest seed. Contact your local dealer today!
(701) 730-4037 | seedwest@adm.com | www.seedwest.com
*Vibrant is an SDP (Slow Darkening Pinto) variety and is a patented variety, US Patent No. 9,532,523.
All three varieties listed above are PVP protected.
**Yield depends on a variety of factors beyond ADM’s control, such as weather conditions, etc.

© 2018 Archer Daniels Midland Company
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The Northarvest Bean
Grower is published
five times a year by the
Northarvest Bean Growers Association, 50072 E.
Lake Seven Road, Frazee,
MN 56544, Phone: (218)
334-6351, Website: www.
northarvestbean.org, Email:
nhbean@loretel.net.

Send editorial materials to Don Wick, Ag Information
Services, Inc., 997 47th Avenue, So., Unit 2, Grand
Forks, ND 58201, don@rrfn.com. Send advertising
materials to Marlene Dufault, MLD Communications, 2604 Wheat Drive, Red Lake Falls, MN 56750,
218-253-2074, mdufault@gvtel.com. Publication of
editorial or advertising material in the Northarvest
Bean Grower magazine does not imply endorsement
by the Northarvest Bean Growers Association. Check
agronomic advice with local sources and always read
and follow product labels.

DEALING WITH TRADE AND TARRIFS
These are dramatic times in agriculture with trade and tariffs
seemingly making headlines daily. There’s no
doubt trade agreements need to be reevaluated,
but the current skirmish with China, European
Union, Mexico and other parts of the world has
strained relationships developed over generations.
The U.S. imposed duties on $34 billion of Chinese products in early July. Almost immediately,
China fired back with its own levies on U.S. products. That began a back-and-forth trade war between the two largest economies worldwide. At the same time, the
U.S. is negotiating a revamped North American Free Trade Agreement.
You’ll find more information on the trade war in this edition of
Bean Grower.
To deal with commodity surpluses, USDA made a $177 millionplus in purchases for nutrition assistance programs which included
$11 million worth of pinto beans. The next USDA commodity purchase total amount was $72.3 million with $6.5 million for black
beans and $4.8 million for great northerns.
The Section 32 USDA requests were made by the Northarvest Bean
Growers Association and the North Central Bean Dealers Association. This is the fourth Section 32 dry bean purchase since 2015. This
is a win for our growers and people in need.
It’s been a ‘typical’ growing season—if ‘typical’ means some farmers are dealing with too much rain and others are hoping for moisture. We’ll soon see the results of our work with harvest on the horizon. In addition to good yields and a good price, we’re wishing you a
safe fall season.
Sincerely,
Tom Kennelly, President
Northarvest Bean Growers Association
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Buyers of Navy

Pintos - Satellite for Central Valley Bean

Thompsons USA Limited
41703 US Hwy. 2 SW | P.O. Box 374
East Grand Forks, Minnesota 56721

Tel: (218) 773-8834 or (800) 773-8834 | Fax: (218) 773-9809
Email: jvrolyk@thompsonslimited.com

Larson Grain
Company
Alliance Valley Bean, LLC

3792 Elevator Road
PO Box 566
Larimore, ND 58251
Manager: John Hemmingsen
jhemmingsen@alliancevalleybean.com
701-343-6363

Alliance Black Bean Receiving Stations &
Central Valley Bean Pinto Bean Receiving Stations:

Alliance Valley Bean, LLC

Buxton, ND
Gen. Manager: Dan Fuglesten
701-847-2622

Allied Grain

Edinburg Farmers Elevator

Barlow, ND
Manager: Jeremy Sorenson
701-984-2617
4

Central Valley Bean Co-op

Sharon, ND
701-524-2568
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Edinburg, ND
Manager: David Ramsey
701-933-8421

Western Grown Dry Edible
Bean Seed
Purchasers, Handlers
& Processors
of Dry Edible Beans
Larson Grain Company
100 Second Avenue, Englevale, ND 58033
Contact: Nick Shockman
701-683-5246 / 701-361-2230
Email: nick.shockman@larsongrain.com
Website: www.larsongrain.com
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15526 90th St NE  Drayton, ND  58225  800-454-3875  hamiltonsystemsinc.com
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Tasking with the Thompsons
By Megan Ternquist
The dictionary defines
the word “task” as work
to be done or undertaken.
For Wyndmere, North Dakota farmer Matt Thompson, there is certainly no
lack of tasks in a typical
day. This was especially
true growing up on the
family farm just southwest
of town. “My mom’s family moved here from Ohio
and originally purchased
this farm in the 1960s,”
says Thompson. “My dad
actually grew up a couple
miles down the road, and
that’s how they wound up
on this exact farm.”
Despite being the
youngest child and only
boy, Thompson was uncertain if he’d return to
the farm as he graduated
from high school. Then,
he set off on a new adventure, attending college in
Bozeman, Montana for
manufacturing and engineering technology. “The
one thing I knew for sure
was I wanted to do something in manufacturing,
even though I didn’t even
really know what that
word meant.”
However, after being
away from the farm for a
couple of years, Thompson started to get more
homesick. “I came home
every summer, and it was
those couple summers
after high school that really solidified my decision
to come back and farm.”
6

Thompson shows off metal parts cut by a CAD machine.
Besides, the Thompson
family always believed in
having two occupations.
“It was very clear that if I
was going to return to the
farm, I had to have something else to do. In 2002, I
finally came back.”
As a result, Matt started
Thompson Customizing ten years ago. Now
known as Task Manufacturing, the business has
become a local resource
for custom machining,
fabrication and welding
projects. Today, the company employs ten fulltime employees and uses
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computer-aided design
to cut, weld and assemble
the projects.
“Our number top customers are large, original
equipment manufacturers,” says Thompson.
“Typically, they hire us
to solve some sort of
manufacturing process
or problem. We often
develop tools and parts;
even structures to help
the customers transport
those items.” In addition,
Task Manufacturing has
assisted companies in designing entire mechanized
assembly lines.

Thompson tries to
maintain a good balance
between manufacturing and the farm. Since
the 1960s, the Thompson
Farm has raised a number
of crops, including wheat,
durum, soybeans, corn
and dry edible beans. “I
was pretty fortunate to
start farming in a timeframe where crop prices
were pretty good. Being
a progressive individual,
that paid off at that time.”
In the first few years of
his farming career, Matt
and his dad explored additional options to help
grow the farm. That’s
when they began to raise
dry edible beans again
about seven years ago.
“At that time, there was
a price opportunity and
advantage with dry beans.
We felt our land was well
suited to drive production,” says Thompson.
“The soil is typically well
drained. We also live near
a river bottom, so we have
a lot of slope.”
An abundance of
dry beans aren’t typically grown in southeastern North Dakota,
but Thompson says one
advantage is decreased
disease pressure. “In
the 1970s and 1980s, dry
beans, especially pintos,
were more prevalent.
The number of acres has
dropped off sharply since
then.” However, area
farmers who currently
raise the crop have to

travel great distances to
deliver dry beans.
“The minimum distance for us is about 50
miles, but that’s only for
certain varieties,” says
Thompson. “So, I can
travel 50 miles to deliver
black beans and 60 miles
for navy beans. The next
closest buyer beyond that
is 90 miles, so it’s not a
short distance.”
However, one of the
biggest reasons Thompson decided to re-enter
the dry bean business is
because now, more than
ever, it is a consumer

driven market. “Now-adays, what consumers
want at the grocery store
matters. I think the nonGMO and many health
aspects of dry beans are
just a couple out of many
advantages,” says Thompson. “The colorful nature
of dry beans drives their
increase for demand, and
I feel like the industry will
continue to grow.”
In addition to being a
farmer and a manufacturer, Thompson represents district five on North
Dakota Dry Bean Council.
“Any time I have an op-

portunity to interact with
other growers, I take it. I
like to connect with fellow
farmers who are involved
and seeking out improvements or changes to better the industry,” says
Thompson. “In addition to
that, if there’s anything I
can contribute to increasing the demand for (dry)
beans.”
Despite his busy nature,
Matt loves the lifestyle
without a doubt. He gets
to work alongside his wife
Georgia every day, who
serves as vice president of
Task Manufacturing and

does administrative work.
They have three boys,
Theodore (9), Mathaios (8)
and Maximus (6).
“My wife and I are very
fortunate, as we get to see
our kids a lot more than
most people. We get to
be more involved in their
lives, and they get to be
more involved in our lives.
I can’t imagine raising
a family any other way.”
Whether it’s farming or
manufacturing, business
is truly a family affair for
the Thompsons.

The Thompson Family
Fall 2018 Northarvest Bean Grower
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Twin Master Combine
Find your nearest dealer at:
www.pickettequipment.com/dealers

For more information see your local
authorized Pickett Equipment dealer
1-800-473-3559

Harvest Beans Like You Mean It!

Twin Master
Now Available with
Yield Monitor System
Think
Pickett Equipment
For all of your
bean harvesting needs
ORDER NOW!

Since 1927 and here for future generations

www.kelleybean.com

Kelley Bean Co.
Since 1927, and Here for Future Generations

www.kelleybean.com

Left to Right: Kevin Kelley, Dennis Mitchell, Todd Smith, Deon Maasjo,
Keaton Flanagan, Kerry Rice, John Bartsch

Todd @
Kelley Bean Co. salutes
Cavalier ND
Mike
@
mobile: 701-430-0589
all bean
producers.
Email:
Cavalier ND ofﬁce: 701-265-8328
Have Email:
a safe andmyanish@kelleybean.com
Kerry @
successful growing
Dean @
mobile: 701-238-5228
Hatton ND
season.
Hatton ND ofﬁce: 701-543-3000
Email:
Email:
We look
forward dnelson@kelleybean.com
to
seeing you in the field
Keaton @
Keaton @
mobile: 701-331-2615
Mayville ND
thisMayville
summer.
ND ofﬁce: 701-786-2997

Email:

mobile:
701-678-4384
mobile:
701-430-0589 Deon @
Oakes
ND
office:
701-742-3219
office:
701-265-8328
Deon @
mobile: 701-678-4384
Email:
dmaasjo@kelleybean.com
tsmith@kelleybean.com
Oakes ND
ofﬁce: 701-742-3219

Email:

dmaasjo@kelleybean.com

mobile:
218-639-2548
mobile:
701-779-6877 Dennis @
Dennis @701-543-3000
mobile:Perham
218-639-2548
MN
office:
218-346-2360
office:
Perham MN
ofﬁce: 218-346-2360
Email:
dmitchell@kelleybean.com
krice@kelleybean.com
Email:
dmitchell@kelleybean.com
Dale Schultz
mobile:
218-371-1443

Dale Schultz

mobile: 218-371-1443

mobile:
701-331-2615
John Bartsch
mobile: John
612-759-5868
Bartsch mobile:
612-759-5868
office:
Regional701-786-2997
Mgr ofﬁce: 763-391-9311
Regional
Mgr
office:
763-391-9311
Email:
kflanagan@kelleybean.com
kﬂanagan@kelleybean.com Email:
jbartsch@kelleybean.com
Email:
jbartsch@kelleybean.com

Kelley Bean salutes all bean growers. Have a safe and prosperous harvest.
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Fire Displaces Bean Bridge
On July 19, a fire destroyed a railroad bridge south of Cavalier and
north of Crystal, North Dakota. The
Dakota Northern Railroad, a short
line rail provider, leases the railway
section from Burlington Northern
Santa Fe.
Larry McCollum, branch manager
at Columbia Grain in Crystal, says
the displaced bridge creates significant logistical problems, particularly for the dry edible bean business.
“We run local (rail) cars to and from
the Walhalla Farmer Grain Elevator and S&S Grain. There is a dry
bean plant right in Walhalla owned
by Columbia Grain that is affected.
Also, two dry bean companies and
the CHS elevator in Cavalier are impacted, just to name a few.”
Nine days before the fire, several
local elevator and bean compa-

nies received a letter from Dakota
Northern, saying the company will
no longer pay for major repairs from
Hensel to Walhalla. “Our freight revenues from these stations have, on
average, not generated more than
$300,000 per year for the last five
years,” said the letter, signed by Dakota Northern Manager of Administration Monique Hollands.
Cavalier Bean Company co-owner
Curt Kirking ships about 90 percent
of the dry beans he gets in from
farmers by rail. “Obviously, the railway is very critical for our company.
Annually, we ship between 800 to
1,000 railcars of product from both
Cavalier and Walhalla,” says Kirking.
“Dry beans are shipped domestically year-round to Florida, Texas,
Arizona, Colorado... you name it.”
For Cavalier Bean, shipping costs

Star of the West Milling Co.

by truck would be approximately
one-third more than shipping by
railway. With harvest in sight, Kirking says the main concern is emptying bins to prepare for the new bean
crop.
Columbia Grain’s Matt Brown
echoes both Kirking and McCollum,
saying railcars are shipped out of
the Walhalla location all year long.
“The displaced bridge handicaps us
tremendously,” says Brown. “I set
something up at the Crystal location
to at least load boxcars, but it costs
us a lot of money to transport the
product by truck.”
The companies in Cavalier and
Walhalla represent approximately
40,000 acres of dry beans grown in
the region, and Kirking says “somehow, we have to get the farmers
product to market.”

Raedel’s
Hardsurface Welding
Hardsurface pinto bean knives -- Heath, Speedy and Orthman knives

Hardsurface advantages:

Purchaser and Processor of Navy
and Pinto Beans
Star of the West Milling Co.
4082 22nd Avenue NE
McCanna, ND 58251
Manager: James Enger
Jim.enger@starofthewest.com
Ph: 701-397-5261

Call us for all of your edible bean
seed needs!
Receiving Station

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Do not need a rod weeder.
No plant pull.
Self sharpening.
Slick cut of bean plant and all weeds.
Cut plant minimum depth of ground
-- less dirt in beans.
6) If off rows, plant is cut as long as plant
contacts the end of knife.

Have knives on hand.

Appreciate orders as early as possible.
Also hardsurface: Plow lays (all makes of plow); cultivator
shovels; chisel plow points; NH-3 fertilizer knives; and
spikes for cultivator, chisel plows and regular applicators

Joe Safranski
Travis Stegman

Dahlen Farmers Elevator –
Petersburg, ND
701.345.8234

10095 Hwy 18, Cavalier ND 58220

Joe: (701) 265-2210 | Travis: (701) 520-4426
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NASS Dry Bean Acreage Assessment
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service
(NASS) provides its assessment of dry edible
bean acreage through-

out the year. In March,
NASS offers its forecast
for planted acreage. That
figure is adjusted in the
June report and again in

August. These charts provide USDA’s perspective
on crop size nationwide.
A future issue of the BeanGrower will include the

January NASS report, determining the size of the
2018 crop for each bean
class.

JUNE 2018 USDA ACREAGE REPORT

MARCH 2018 USDA ACREAGE REPORT

Dry Edible Bean Area Planted and Harvested –
States and United States: 2017 and 2018 (June
2018). Excludes beans grown for garden seed.

Dry Edible Bean Area Planted and Harvested -States and United States: 2017 and 2018 (March
2018). Excludes beans grown for garden seed.

Area Planted
State

2017

2018

Area Planted

Area Harvested
2017

20181

State

2016

2017

Area Harvested
20181

1,000 acres
California

50.0

50.0

49.7

49.5

Colorado

58.0

40.0

54.5

38.0

Idaho

180.0

150.0

178.0

149.0

Michigan

220.0

190.0

218.5

188.0

Minnesota

170.0

165.0

163.0

158.0

Montana

275.0

300.0

260.0

293.0

Nebraska

180.0

125.0

155.0

North Dakota

705.0

550.0

22.0

Texas
Washington
Wyoming
United States

1,000 acres

Percent of
Previous
Year
Percent

California

50.0

50.0

52.0

104

Colorado

46.0

48.0

50.0

86

Idaho

140.0

180.0

160.0

89

Michigan

210.0

220.0

240.0

109

Minnesota

155.0

170.0

185.0

109

114.0

Montana

103.0

275.0

315.0

115

685.0

530.0

Nebraska

138.0

180.0

145.0

81

30.0

20.0

27.0

North Dakota

625.0

705.0

620.0

88

191.0

200.0

190.0

199.0

27.0

22.0

30.0

136

41.0

34.0

39.0

32.0

135.0

191.0

200.0

105

2,092.0

1,834.0

2,012.7

1,777.5

33.0

41.0

34.0

83

1,662.0 2,092.0

2,031.0

97

Texas
Washington
Wyoming

Forecasted.

1

United States
Area planted to dry beans in 2018 is estimated at 1.83 million acres, down 12 percent from the previous season. Area
harvested is forecast to total 1.77 million acres, down 11
percent from 2017. Three of 11 estimating states expect an increase in total dry bean planted acres from last year.
Area planted for all chickpeas is 662,000 acres, up seven percent from last season. Harvested area is forecast to be 651,300
acres, up eight percent from the previous season. Small chickpea planted area is at 205,000 acres, which is up 12 percent
above 2017. Large chickpea planted area is at 457,300 acres,
up four percent from the previous year.
10
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Intended plantings in 2018 as indicated by reports from farmers.

1

Area planted to dry beans in 2018 is estimated at 2.03 million acres, down three percent from the previous season. Expected area planted for all chickpeas is 665,000 acres, up seven
percent from last season. Small chickpea planted area is at
185,000 acres, which is three percent above 2017 Large chickpea planted area is at 479,500 acres, up nine percent from the
previous year. Six of 11 estimating states expect an increase in
total dry bean planted acres from last year.

AUGUST 2018 USDA ACREAGE REPORT
Dry Edible Bean Area Planted by Commercial Class – States
and United States: 2017 and Forecasted August 1, 2018
Class and State

2017

2018

1,000
acres

1,000
acres
Nebraska

10.5

8.8

12.5

10.2

Other States1

3.4

3.5

0.2

-

United States

39.9

38.0

Other States

12.7

10.2

Large Lima
California
Other States

1

United States
Baby Lima
California

8.6

10.0

Class and State

2017

2018

1,000
acres

1,000
acres

Dark Red Kidney

Class and State

2017

2018

1,000
acres

1,000
acres

North Dakota

13.2

17.9

Washington

52.0

70.0

1

United States

68.3

60.3

179.5

211.2
15.1

Minnesota

44.2

53.6

Large Chickpeas3

Other States1

8.7

9.9

California

13.7

United States

52.9

63.5

Idaho

71.0

72.0

North Dakota

30.6

100.0

1

1.1

-

United States

9.7

10.0

Idaho

7.5

7.4

Washington

115.0

120.0

74.0

60.0

North Dakota

2.7

6.9

Other States1

209.0

301.4

38.0

Other States

United States

439.3

608.5

United States

Other States
Navy
Michigan
Minnesota

41.4

4.7

5.6

14.9

19.9

Idaho

5.5

7.6

Michigan

5.5

41.8

North Dakota

4.4

10.4

Other States

52.2

United States

North Dakota

84.0

83.0

Other States

5.8

2.6

United States

205.2

183.6

Great Northern
Nebraska
Other States

54.6
1

Unied States

8.8
63.4

Pink

1

Small Red

1

California

13.7

15.1

Idaho

117.0

135.0

13.3

Montana

269.0

346.0

9.5

North Dakota

43.8

117.9

5.4

7.5

Washington

167.0

190.0

20.8

37.9

Other States1

8.3

15.7

United States

618.8

819.7

3.8

4.1

30.6

30.0

50.0

46.0

Cranberry

Small White

All Chickpeas (Garbanzo)

Other

1

7.6

5.9

Michigan

United States

7.6

5.9

Other States1

7.8

9.9

United States

United States

11.6

14.0

All Dry Edible Beans

Colorado

48.0

28.0

Idaho

32.0

20.0

Michigan

121.0

96.0

Colorado

58.0

42.0

Minnesota

15.9

8.8

Minnesota

40.5

40.0

Idaho

180.0

190.0

Other States
Pinto

Black

California

Montana

6.0

3.0

North Dakota

89.0

95.0

Michigan

220.0

190.0

Nebraska

93.6

61.8

Other States1

16.7

14.4

Minnesota

170.0

175.0

North Dakota

United States

267.2

245.4

468.0

328.0

Washington

7.8

8.4

Wyoming

31.0

23.0

California

8.6

Other States1

4.1

4.0

Montana

(D)

United States

706.4

485.0

North Dakota

18.0

Other States1

3.7

United States

30.3

Light Red Kidney
Colorado

4.0

5.3

Michigan

6.2

6.1

Minnesota

15.8

14.3

Montana

275.0

351.0

Nebraska

180.0

135.0

4.7

North Dakota

705.0

650.0

6.5

Texas

22.0

30.0

26.0

Washington

191.0

215.0

1.5

Wyoming

41.0

30.0

38.7

United States

2,092.0

2,054.0

Blackeye

Small Chickpeas2
Idaho

46.0

63.0

- Represents zero. (D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations. Includes data withheld above. 2Chickpeas (or
Garbanzo beans) smaller than 2064 inches. 3Chickpeas (or Garbanzo beans) larger than 2064 inches.
1

August production of dry edible beans is forecast at 35.9 million cwt, up less than 1 percent from last year. If realized, production will exceed last year’s record high. Planted area is estimated at 2.05 million acres, down 2 percent from 2017. Harvested
area is forecast at 1.99 million acres, 1 percent below the previous year. The average United States yield is forecast at 1,809
pounds per acre, an increase of 28 pounds from last season. August 2017 acres planted were 2,088,500 and expected to be harvest was 2,009,500. The January annual report showed 2017 acres planted at 2,092,000 and harvest at 2,012,700. For the August
2018 crop, the U.S. is starting with 2,054,000 acres planted and harvested expected at 1,987,000 acres.
Fall 2018 Northarvest Bean Grower
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Dry Bean Programs Could
Maintain Funding in Farm Bill
Lawmakers and congressional staff are meeting in conference committee, working through
the details of the new
farm bill. The Northarvest
BeanGrower caught up
with Gordley Associates’
Dale Thorenson to discuss
farm bill priorities for the
dry bean industry and
progress of the legislation.
Q: What is the top priority for the dry bean
industry in farm bill discussions?
A: Reauthorizing and
finding money to fund the
Market Access Program
(MAP) and Foreign Market Development (FMD)
Programs. That was made
more difficult by the
enforcement of an old
Congressional Budget Office rule that stated if you
did not have $50 million
of annual spending for a
mandatory spending item
in the farm bill, or in any
bill for that matter, it lost
its baseline.
The FMD portion and
a couple of other smaller
trade provisions in the
trade title, FMD had $34.5
million in annual spending and the other two, the
technical assistance for
specialty crops and there’s
another one, were $9 and
$10 million. We lost those
12

nately, it fell apart in the
House.
Q: What do growers
need to be watching for
in these conference discussions?
A: That lawmakers are
actually meeting and
making progress.

Dale Thorenson
baselines. That was like
$55 million roughly. Over
10 years, that’s $550 million. They had to come
up with $550 million in
the baseline just to get
it whole and to prevent
those losses again in the
future for baseline. They
wrapped those items into
one item MAP, which is
funded at $200 million.
Then, they delineated specific tasks for those programs. They’re going to be
made whole as what they
were, maybe with a little
extra funding. In short,
we saved the program,
but there’s going to be few
new funds, if any.
Q: What’s been the
biggest challenge in the
farm bill discussions?
A: The blow up in the
House. It’s typically a bipartisan process. Unfortu-
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Q: Are there plans in
place in case lawmakers
can’t get a farm bill done
on time?
A: The plan is to go back
to permanent law, which
you can’t go back to because it is so archaic. And
so, there would likely be
an extension, but then,
that has its problems. I
don’t think at this time we
have to dwell too much
on that with the progress
that’s being made.
Q: Don’t certain programs in the farm bill
have to be reauthorized?
A: An extension would
be problematic for MAP
and FMD, because FMD
would not have a baseline. That’s a big concern.
There would have to be
either through discretionary funds money found
for that somehow. What’s
happening is a lot better
for the dry bean industry
than an extension. I do
think there is consensus

from both Republicans
and Democrats that going
into next year isn’t going to be better. We need
to get the bill done now
because of baseline concerns and everything else.
The evidence being that
strong vote for cloture in
the Senate 89 to 3. That’s a
huge saying we’re going to
get this done.
Q: What else do dry
bean growers need to
know about the farm
bill?
A: With the uncertainty
in agriculture, the farm
bill is very important to
dry bean growers. Discussions are moving quickly.
However, trade is also
important for dry bean
growers. Tariffs from the
European Union on U.S.
dry beans are impacting
business. Roughly, 80
percent of the dry bean
production is consumed
in the U.S., but the 20 percent exported determines
the viability of the market.
If that market is lost to
the EU and these tariffs
stay in place, it will be
damaging to the dry bean
industry. Both the farm
bill and trade should be
top-of-mind for dry bean
growers.
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prices &
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NORTHARVEST ELECTION NOTIFICATION
The ND Dry Bean Council will be holding an
election for District 1, District 4.
The election letter will be mailed out February
2019. Any participating dry bean growers who
grow dry beans and reside in that district are eligible to be a candidate.

A

Trusted

Buyer, Processor
and Exporter of
Beans, Lentils,
Chickpeas, Peas
and Specialty
Crops

To market your beans, lentils, chickpeas, durum and hard red wheat or to
discuss growing pulses, contact AGT Foods in Canada at 1-844-248-4AGT
or in the U.S. at 1-877-751-1623.

The MN Dry Bean Research & Promotion
Council will be holding an election for Area 2.
January 25th is the deadline for participating
growers who reside and grow beans in that area.
Interested candidates can request the form and
certification from the Council office, 218-3346351 or contacting the MN Department of Agriculture, Ruth White, 651-201-6000.

1-844-248-4AGT

1-877-751-1623
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Box 33, Emerado, ND 58228
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From the Archives of the Northarvest
Bean Growers Association
5 YEARS AGO: FALL 2013
Farm Bill Flurry: With
the September 30 deadline fast approaching, it
looks like the farm bill will
come down to the wire.
House Majority Leader
Eric Cantor has proposed
a cut in nutrition spending of $40 billion over ten
years. House Agriculture
Committee Ranking
Member Collin Peterson
said this proposal was
alienating people on both
sides of the aisle and will
make it more difficult to
pass the farm bill. Peterson blames Cantor for a
cumbersome farm bill
process that included a
vote on a stripped-down
version of the legislation that contained just
the farm programs, not
the nutrition title. The
Northarvest Bean Growers
Association is one of more
than 530 organizations
that sent a letter to House
Speaker John Boehner
calling for progress on the
farm bill.
A Good Crop in
Mexico: Mexico’s 2013
spring-summer dry bean
crop is in generally good
conditions. The U.S. Ag
Attaché projects Mexico’s
dry bean imports at
170,000 metric tons for
the upcoming year. That’s
26 percent less than in
2012. Mexico’s bean ending stocks are projected to
16

increase 22 percent for the
marketing year.
New Officers: At the
annual reorganizational
meeting, the North Dakota Dry Bean Council elected a new slate of officers.
Nick Kitsch of Webster,
North Dakota is the new
chairman. Scott Mund of
Milnor was elected vice
chair and Leann Schafer
from New Rockford is
treasurer.

10 YEARS
AGO: FALL 2008
Bush’s Beans Celebrate 100 Years:
Bush’s Beans celebrated
its centennial year with a
special event after the U.S.
Dry Bean Convention in
Knoxville, Tennessee. Tim
Courneya, Mark Streed
and Dan Webster represented Northarvest at the
event. In addition, Bush
Brothers CEO Jim Ethier
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was the parade grand
marshall for the Baked
Bean Festival at Augusta,
Wisconsin. Bush Beans
has also launched new
products, including its
Grillin Beans lineup.
Market Outlook: In
May of 2008, the U.S. aggregate dry bean grower
price was estimated to
be 49 percent above the
strong levels seen one
year earlier. Grower prices
in North Dakota were up
39 percent. Forecasters
are calling for the season
average dry bean price to
top the $29.90 per hundredweight record high
set in the drought year of
1988.

15 YEARS
AGO: FALL 2003
Bean Consumption:
Americans consumed
an average of 960 million
pounds of pinto beans last

year. That’s unchanged
from the previous year
and two percent below
the 1992 record high.
The growing popularity
of ethnic cuisines featuring dry beans was cited
as a reason. Navy bean
consumption continues
to trend lower. According
to the USDA, navy beans
are more popular in the
Midwest and Northeast.
Black bean consumption
is record high at 170 million pounds during the last
calendar year. Consumer
sales may have peaked for
black beans. More than
50 percent of black bean
consumption is in the
southern U.S. Domestic
consumption of red kidney
beans declined seven percent. On a per-capita basis,
kidney beans are most favored in the Midwest.
Northarvest Promotes Beans at State
and National Conferences: The Northarvest
Bean Growers Association
had a display at the 2003
National Women’s Infants
and Children Conference
in New York City. Northarvest also had a display for
the North Dakota School
Food Service Association
Convention in Fargo. Lynn
Bigwood, home economist, says the Northarvest
booth received “a great
deal of traffic” at both
events.

International Impact
By Jessie Topp-Becker
Hans Kandel’s, Ph.D.,
career spans nearly
four decades and nine
countries. Kandel, who
was born and raised in
the Netherlands, has
served as an Extension
agronomist and professor at North Dakota State
University (NDSU) since
2007.
Although his family
wasn’t involved in agriculture, Kandel grew up in an
agricultural community
and spent time working
on his neighbor’s dairy
farm doing chores, milking cows and driving tractor during corn silage harvest. When it came time
for him to attend college,

Hans Kandel

a career in agriculture was
an easy decision.
“Combined with my
interest in nature and biology, agriculture was a
natural direction for my
career,” he explains.
He attended college
in the Netherlands and
received his bachelor’s
degree in agriculture
from RHLS Deventer in
1980. After graduation, he
worked as an Extension
agronomist in Zambia
before pursuing a master’s
degree in crop science
from England’s University
of Reading; he graduated
in 1988. He then worked
as a coffee Extension
agronomist in Indonesia
until 1992 when he and
his family moved to the

United States.
From 1992 to 1995, Kandel attended NDSU earning his doctoral degree in
agronomy. Afterwards he
worked as an Extension
educator for the University of Minnesota until returning to NDSU in 2007.
While he knew he
wanted to pursue a career
in agriculture, the exact
direction of his career
could’ve taken many
directions. However, an
internship while earning
his bachelor’s degree was
the deciding factor to pursuing a lifelong career in
Extension.
“I did an internship with
a local Extension advisor
in the Netherlands and
enjoyed the interaction
with growers and the
opportunity to share research-based information
with producers,” Kandel
shares.
His passion for conducting research and helping
producers has been a continual theme throughout
his 38-year career. “In all
the jobs I’ve had in Africa, Asia and the United
States, I have been able
to combine field research
and Extension activities,”
he says. “Because I am
in the field observing my
own research plots, I am
able to convey relevant
Extension messages to agricultural producers.”
Kandel is involved in
three major research efforts at NDSU. One of

those efforts involves
water management, including tile drainage and
control drainage.
He first learned about
the importance of water
management while attending Deventer College.
“The Netherlands has
a substantial land area
that is reclaimed from the
ocean and many areas of
the country are below sea
level,” Kandel explains.
“These reclaimed ocean
bottom, or polder, areas
were brought into agricultural production and are
highly productive.”
“When I came to the
Red River Valley in 1980,
I noticed that many fields
only had surface drainage,” he adds. “Based on
my background from the
Netherlands I wondered
why farmers did not utilize tile drainage.” As a
result, Kandel has been
researching the impact of
excessive water and how
to properly drain fields.
His efforts related to tile
drainage have made a significant impact across the
region. Since first talking
with growers about tile
drainage in 1997, many
have successfully tiled
their fields. The number of
contractors and tile manufacturers in the region
has also increased.
A second research focus is on the interactions
between dry bean varieties, inoculation, nitrogen
Continued on Page 19
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WHITE MOLD , ONE PESKY PATHOGEN
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application and harvest
methods. As a legume, dry
beans are able to fix atmospheric nitrogen. “It takes
a lot of energy to make
artificial fertilizer, so it is
important to investigate
systems that use biological fixing of nitrogen.”
In addition to researching nodulation of dry
beans, other dry bean research projects Kandel is
involved with include row
spacing, population and
direct harvest options.
The third major effort of
Kandel’s research focuses
on optimizing production
practices for soybean production. He conducts a
variety of experiments as
part of this effort.
Kandel’s overseas career
started in Zambia in 1977
where he worked to settle
hunters and help them
transition into farmers.
While at NDSU he continues to have an inter-

national impact through
his involvement in the
United States Agency for
International Development’s Farmer to Farmer
program. The program
provides technical assistance from U.S. volunteers
to farmers, farm groups,
agribusinesses and other
agricultural institutions
in developing and transitional countries. As
part of his work with the
program, Kandel has traveled to Kenya, Uganda,
Ethiopia and Sierra Leone. The program’s goal
is to promote sustainable
improvements in food
security and agricultural
processing, production
and marketing.
With a career spanning
four continents, Kandel
has had many incredible
experiences. The highlight
of his career occurred
during his first trip to
Ethiopia in 2014. He no-

Kandel is involved in USAID’s Farmer-to-Farmer program.
ticed some dry bean plants
were yellow, while others
were dark green. After digging up some plants, he noticed the green plants had
good nodulation, whereas
the yellow ones did not.
“In Africa, nitrogen
fertilizer is expensive, so
producers do not apply
artificial fertilizers,” he explains. “I was able to locate
a source of inoculant with

the right bacteria to fix nitrogen. The following year,
farmers’ yield increased
10 percent due to this
simple intervention.”
He brought that experience back to North
Dakota by focusing some
of his research on the importance of inoculation
under our conditions.
Kandel’s favorite part of
being an Extension agronomist is “doing applied research based on research
questions developed by
growers and providing
growers with practical
solutions for their farm
operation.”

Kandel helped transition
hunters into farmers while
in Zambia.
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SBARE Submits Research Funding
Priorities to North Dakota Legislature
The State Board of Agricultural
Research and Education (SBARE)
is asking lawmakers for support
of NDSU Extension and the North
Dakota Agricultural Experiment
Station ahead of the upcoming legislative session. In June, SBARE met
in Bismarck to review NDSU Extension and the Experiment Station’s
research initiatives, the costs and to
get people on the same page before
submitting budget priorities to the
State Board of Higher Education.
“If we spend the money right
and we think we are spending it
right, there will be a great return
on investment for people involved
in North Dakota agriculture,” said
SBARE Chairman Keith Peltier.

“We’re going to put forward the initiatives and see what happens.”
NDSU Extension plans to update
their website and social media
strategy. Recently retired director Chris Boerboom expressed a
need of $345,000 to expand NDSU
Extension’s web presence and digital delivery. Extension also wants
$870,000 for operating support for
county and state programming,
essentially to continue supporting
Extension agents. This breaks down
into $670,000 for county programming and $200,000 for state programming.
“Extension agents have value, but
we need to do more to support local presence. We worked with the

counties to restructure the costshare agreement to support extension agents,” said Boerboom. “In
2019, the new fiscal year, we’ll move
to a new funding model where the
county will pay 40 percent of the
compensation and the state will pay
60 percent.”
In addition, the Director of North
Dakota’s Agricultural Experiment
Station, Ken Grafton, wants funding for an agribiome initiative to
help increase productivity, safety
and quality of agriculture; $800,000
to invest in precision agriculture
updates and $690,000 to enhance
research capacity at the Experiment Station. Altogether, a request
of $2.65 million. Needs also include

Preator Bean
Company
Wyoming Seed
When Quality Counts
Lynn Preator
PO Box 234
Burlington, WY
307-762-3310 Cell: 307-272-0911
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capital improvement priorities to Waldron Hall, a
seed cleaning facility at
WREC, equipment storage
and updates to equipment
storage sheds.
At the conclusion of the
meeting, farm groups including the North Dakota
Farmers Union, North
Dakota Corn Utilization
Council and the North
Dakota Agriculture Coalition all expressed their
support for research.
Northarvest Bean Growers Association Executive Vice-President Tim
Courneya said the value
of research is returned to
agriculture communities
across the state.
“Our board invests in

research,” said Courneya.
“It’s not a short-term investment. It’s a long-term
investment that pays.”
Next steps, the funding
plan will start to solidify.
“It’s on paper and it’s going to be delivered to the
legislature,” said North
Dakota Agriculture Commissioner Doug Goehring.
SBARE is now focused
on getting lawmaker’s
support on the initiatives before the upcoming legislative session.
“The money is power and
that’s ultimately who’s going to make the decision
whether stuff gets passed
or not,” said Peltier.

Join our family of growers who share our passion for
cultivating goodness. We’d like you to grow with us.
Pulses | Soybeans | Flax | Cereal Grains | Corn

Our HFI family:

Let’s cultivate goodness,
together.
Call 844-275-3443 or
visit HFIfamily.com
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POTENTIAL BUDGET CUTS CHALLENGE NORTH
DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY AGRICULTURE
The threat of budget
cuts to higher education in North Dakota’s
next legislative session,
potentially $50 million
in state appropriation
funds, is challenging
the future agriculture.
North Dakota State
University President
Dean Bresciani said
more budget cuts are
Dean Bresciani
tough to swallow.
“I have to admit it’s a and extension and
big gulp for us, because make sure those are
we consider what we
protected. There’s not
do in terms of research much left around them
and development in
to trim away. In fact, I’d
the agricultural sector
argue there’s nothing
is critical to its success,” left to trim. That will
said Bresciani. “We’re
mean hard discussions
struggling to find ways
on what we can do
to maintain how we
strategically to protect
support the industry,
those core activities.”
undercuts and looming
There is the potenfurther cuts in making
tial for job cuts if more
sure people underfunds are cut. There is
stand the implications
also need to fill crucial
of further cuts. They’re
roles at NDSU. Bresnot cutting NDSU,
ciani said it can be difthey’re cutting NDSU’s ficult to attract new talagricultural support
ent when it’s perceived
which cuts into one
a state’s economy
of the core economic
in support of higher
drivers of our state.”
education is waning.
Bresciani said NDSU
“We’re starting to get to
understands there will
a point of no return in
likely not be additional terms of an impossible
support available in the situation to maintain.
upcoming legislative
If we don’t maintain it,
session.
our state’s overall econ“Our priority is to
omy will suffer in ways
maintain the core
that will take decades
activities of research
to recover from.”

© 2016 Healthy Food Ingredients.
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Minnesota Department of Ag
Commissioner Dave Frederickson
Commissioner Frederickson,
you are close to wrapping up your
time as Minnesota’s Agriculture
Commissioner. How would you
how would you describe these
past eight years? It’s an incredible
opportunity for me to spend eight
years working with the governor on
issues that I dearly love; trying to you
know understand how we can make
agriculture all work together to make
sure that farmers have the ability to
make a living. Frankly, that’s really
getting stretched nowadays.
In those eight years we’ve seen
boom times and lean times. It really does speak to the cycles we go
through in this business. It sure does.
I started farming in 1974. I remember buying bin-run soybeans for the
spring of ‘75 for $10 a bushel and my
Dad said ‘Son, farming will never be
bad again.’ How wrong he was. Fast
forward ten years and we were right
in survival-mode. Yeah, it’s been a
rocky road and I guess we shouldn’t
be surprised. Farming is cyclical, no
doubt.
What do you see as the milestones that you had during your
time in the Dayton administration?
Well, obviously in the area of environmental concerns, the governor
has really stepped up the game. To
the point where we’re now looking
at having a buffer strip employed
across the landscape on all bodies of
water, whether it’s a judicial drainage
ditch or whether it’s a natural stream
bed, you’re going to have a buffer on
all of those areas. We will be really
the first state in the nation to really
ramp up our protection. We’re the
headwater state when it comes to the
Mississippi River and his concern is
22
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Frederickson Wraps Up Career at Minnesota
Department of Agriculture

that we have an obligation to make
sure the water that moves down that
river is clean. He’s really focused on
that. We are also focused on nitrogen fertilizer management because
we’re seeing excessive amounts of
nitrate in drinking water in local
wells across the state. We have a
well testing program and we’ve so
far tested in excess of 22,000 wells
and about ten percent of those wells
are coming back with increased
amounts of nitrate that are over the
drinking water standard which is
10 parts per million. We have some
problems and we’re working hard
to try to address them. Farmers are
working hard to try to address them.
That’s been my approach and the

Valley Headquarters for
Edible Bean Equipment

• Locally Owned for over 50 Years • Specialized On-Call Technicians
• Large Inventory of Pickett and Elmers Parts
• Check out our Used Bean Equipment Online at www.uglemness.com

701-587-6116
800-223-1630
www.uglemness.com

governor’s approach. It’s not to fine
people it’s been to try to it has been
certainly the governors approach to
try to find ways that we can through
education assist farmers in making
the decisions as they move forward
with their cropping system and their
cropping plans but certainly to have
the environment front and center.
The ag water quality certification program would also fit in that
category. Yeah, I’m really proud of
that. I remember having the initial
meetings out near the airport. We
had Dave White who at the time was
the head of the NRCS and we were
there with DNR, MPCA and BWSR.
We talked about the concept of having an ag water quality certification
program. We had willing partners at
USDA with Dave White and Secretary Vilsack at the time, so we moved
forward. Today we have over 360,000
acres enrolled in the program which
is no small feat. You could say that is
a lot of acres, but when you look at
24-to-26 million acres of farmland in
Minnesota, it’s a small amount but
I think that this is the only thing you
can do. You do ag land conservation an acre at a time, a farmstead
at a time, a watershed at a time and

eventually we’re going to get there.
With MDA’s regulatory authority,
you had to get involved when we saw
Palmer amaranth in the state or with
the recent dealings with off-target
movement of dicamba. Yes, we did.
It is a statutory responsibility that we
take very seriously. With Palmer amaranth, we traced that down to some
seed that came from out of state
and moved into another state and
eventually found its way into CRP
planting in Minnesota. We’ve done
everything we can to put the brakes
on that. We are at and continue to
be in an eradication mode and not
just a control mode. Our goal is to
eradicate Palmer amaranth and we’ll
continue to do that. We work with
the Conservation Corps. They have a
team of young people that come out
with flamethrowers. We identify the
area in CRP plantings and they literally will burn down and then follow
up. We track the areas by GPs so we
know exactly where that Amaranth
flush would be located in any given
field once we identify it.
In the case of dicamba. That was a
tough one and the decision actually
came down to me. I had to make that
final determination as to whether or

Frederickson visits with buyers of U.S. agricultural products on an international trip.

not we would go with a federal label
or whether we would move beyond
that and we chose to move beyond
that and establish a no-spray date
of the 20th of June. Because of our
late spring, some people got caught.
There was a lot of requests to extend
that time, but I felt that it was too
risky. We established the June 20th
date and made a second decision to
not extend it. For those farmers that
got caught in it, I feel bad for them
but it was way too risky to extend
that date and run the risk of damage
to other farmers in the area.
With the dry bean industry being
a specialty crop, it is very focused
on trade and market development.
How do you see the State of Minnesota and the region stacking up in
the area of market development?
Well, I think we’re a player. In Minnesota, our production last year was
3.57 million hundredweight. Minnesota ranks fourth. We’ve gone from
third to fourth and kind of hang in
that area. Of course, North Dakota is
number one followed by Michigan
and Nebraska. In terms of the region
in the Midwest, we have a strong
presence and in dry edible beans.
There’s no question about it. I was in
India this past year and the protein
for the bulk of the population in India comes from peas, lentils, garbanzo beans. There’s a market there.
I know you’ve also had the
opportunity to go to Cuba and
worked on trying to open that
market. Is that as a lost opportunity? Obviously, the politics with
this administration and the current
membership in Congress, it is it is an
opportunity that’s going to be put on
hold. We’ll have to have some changes in terms of the attitude of the
Senate and the House of Representatives and the President. Yes, it’s disappointing. I was Cuba at the same
time that President Trump was in
Continued on Next Page
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North Korea talking to its
leadership about renewed
opportunities. I thought
that it’s kind of ironic that
he’s there and I’m in Cuba
with folks trying to open a
trade relationship that we
should have opened up a
few years ago. It’s just unfortunate. I’ve been there
three times. I think it’s important to maintain those
relationships. Make a
commitment, spend some
time with them and we’ve
done that in Minnesota.
Many of our neighboring
states have done the same.
North Dakota has traveled
to Cuba on more than one
occasion. I think it’s a good
opportunity for Minnesota
farmers to be able to trade
with one of our closest
neighbors.

You mentioned that you
started farming in 1974.
You went on to serve in
the State Senate, as president of the Minnesota
Farmers Union, president
of the National Farmers
Union; you worked on
the staff of Minnesota
Senator Amy Klobuchar
and now eight years in

the Dayton Administration. Obviously, a common theme has been
the chance to work with
farmers.
It has been a joy. You
know, I’m hitting 74 years
old, way too old to be
still working. Some of my
friends are nicely retired
and living in Arizona but

that’s not for me. I will
have to get used to retirement in January when the
governor’s term ends. I will
leave when the governor
leaves. Its been a great experience.
I know you’ve been
working on your boat.
What are your plans?
Well, one thing at a time
I’ve got a boat ready to go
down the river. My plan is
to drop it in somewhere in
the St. Paul area and take
it to New Orleans. I’m excited about that. I’ve been
provisioning it and I think
I have my wife talked into
allowing me to buy a nice
new four stroke engine of
about 100 horsepower that
I ought to be able to rely
on.

Frederickson meets with FFA students in Minnesota.

Brian and James Engstrom - Owners

Kris Volden - Plant Manager
Phone: 701.466.2398
Fax: 701.466.2076

Buyers And Processors Of:
Pinto Beans, Black Turtle Beans, And Barley.
Processing Plant in Leeds
Pinto And Black Bean Seed Available
Call Today For The Latest Pricing! Or Visit Us On The Web

www.engstrombean.com
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Agriculture Targeted for a
$12 Billion Assistance Plan
The Trump Administration is providing $12 billion in assistance to help
farmers who have been
hurt by the trade disputes
and retaliatory tariffs. Agriculture Secretary Sonny
Perdue says that amount
is in line with the projected impact from retaliatory
tariffs on U.S. agricultural
exports.
This relief plan includes
three avenues for assistance. There is direct assistance for farmers growing the commodities most
directly impacted by trade
retaliation. Secondly,
there is a food purchase
program with the government buying surplus
commodities and, thirdly,
an export promotion program.
USDA Undersecretary
for Farm and Foreign

Agricultural Services Bill
Northey is working on the
logistics for the market facilitation program. These
direct payments will be
made through the Farm
Service Agency. Direct
payments will be made to
soybean, corn, wheat, sorghum, cotton, dairy and
swine farmers.
“The food purchases will
be going into food banks
and other nutrition programs,” said Northey. “The
food purchases will probably include pork, dairy,
beef, but also commodities and specialty crops
that are being hit.” The full
list of the commodities
represented by the USDA
food purchases has not
yet been determined.
To enhance demand,
USDA will also promote
exports. Northey says this

Bill Northey
program will likely be
similar to other trade promotion programs that are
now in place.
“In this challenging
time, we know it is important to build relationships
with existing partners
and to find new markets.
This is an opportunity to
leverage private dollars
and provide additional
support for longer-term
market development effort. We expect that what

we’re in is a short-term
challenge and that we get
back to a more free and
open market trading environment. When we do,
we want our producers to
have every advantage in
those international markets.”
The direct payments are
expected to total $8 billion
with another $200 million
for trade promotion. That
leaves about $4 billion for
the purchase of surplus
commodities for use in
food/feeding programs.
This relief plan is designed to be a one-time,
stop-gap measure, which
does not require congressional approval. Northey
is scheduled to participate
in a forum at the Big Iron
Farm Show and will be
able to offer more details
on the aid package.

NORTHARVEST BEAN GROWER ASSOCIATION ELECTIONS
Elections will be held in
December. Directors will
be elected in Northarvest
Bean Growers Association
Districts 2, 5, and 8.
The Director Nominee
Submission letter will be
mailed in the month of
December 2018. All participating growers who
reside and grow beans in
that district are eligible to
run.
Fall 2018 Northarvest Bean Grower
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USDA to Realign ERS with Chief
Economist, Relocate ERS & NIFA Outside DC
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue
today announced further
reorganization of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA), intended to
improve customer service, strengthen offices
and programs, and save
taxpayer dollars. The Economic Research Service
(ERS), currently under
USDA’s Research, Education, and Economics
mission area, will realign
once again with the Office
of the Chief Economist
(OCE) under the Office
of the Secretary. Additionally, most employees
of ERS and the National
Institute of Food and Ag-
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riculture (NIFA) will be
relocated outside of the
National Capital Region.
The movement of the employees outside of Washington, DC is expected to
be completed by the end
of 2019.
“It’s been our goal to
make USDA the most
effective, efficient, and
customer-focused department in the entire federal
government,” Perdue said.
“In our Administration,
we have looked critically
at the way we do business,
with the ultimate goal of
ensuring the best service
possible for our customers, and for the taxpayers of the United States.
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In some cases, this has
meant realigning some of
our offices and functions,
or even relocating them,
in order to make more
logical sense or provide
more streamlined and efficient services.”

nomic implications of policies and programs. These
two agencies were aligned
once before, and bringing
them back together will
enhance the effectiveness
of economic analysis at
USDA.

REALIGNING
ERS WITH OCE

RELOCATING ERS
AND NIFA OUTSIDE
NATIONAL CAPITAL
REGION

Moving ERS back together with OCE under
the Office of the Secretary
simply makes sense because the two have similar
missions. ERS studies and
anticipates trends and
emerging issues, while
OCE advises the Secretary
and Congress on the eco-

New locations have yet
to be determined, and it
is possible that ERS and
NIFA may be co-located
when their new homes are
found. USDA is undertaking the relocations for
three main reasons:

1. To improve USDA’s
ability to attract and
retain highly qualified
staff with training and
interests in agriculture,
many of whom come
from land-grant universities. USDA has experienced significant turnover in these positions,
and it has been difficult
to recruit employees
to the Washington, DC
area, particularly given
the high cost of living
and long commutes.
2. To place these important USDA resources

closer to many of stakeholders, most of whom
live and work far from
the Washington, DC
area.
3. To benefit the American
taxpayers. There will be
significant savings on
employment costs and
rent, which will allow
more employees to be
retained in the long run,
even in the face of tightening budgets.
No ERS or NIFA employees will be involuntarily
separated. Every employee who wants to con-

tinue working will have
an opportunity to do so,
although that will mean
moving to a new location
for most. Employees will
be offered relocation assistance and will receive
the same base pay as before, and the locality pay
for the new location. For
those who are interested,
USDA is seeking approval
from the Office of Personnel Management and the
Office of Management
and Budget for both Voluntary Early Retirement
Authority and Voluntary

Separation Incentive Payments.
“None of this reflects on
the jobs being done by our
ERS or NIFA employees,
and in fact, I frequently
tell my Cabinet colleagues
that USDA has the best
workforce in the federal
government,” Perdue said.
“These changes are more
steps down the path to
better service to our customers, and will help us
fulfill our informal motto
to ‘Do right and feed everyone.’”

January 17-18, 2019 • Fargo Holiday Inn
Fall 2018 Northarvest Bean Grower
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BEAN BRIEFS
CANADA BEAN ACRES DOWN
Statistics Canada reports a
nearly 10 percent decline in dry
bean planted acres compared
to 2017. However, the 301,000
planted acres are 22.5 percent
more than the 245,700 estimated in late April. Chickpea
acreage in Canada is nearly
triple last year’s plantings. Stats
Can pegs chickpea acreage at
469,000 acres in 2018, compared to 160,000 in 2017.

SLN REGISTRATION ISSUED
The North Dakota Depart-

28

Northarvest Bean Grower Fall 2018

ment of Agriculture issued a
Special Local Needs registration, enabling dry bean growers
to manage weeds with Syngenta’s Reflex herbicide. Currently,
Reflex can only be used east
of U.S. Highway 281 in North
Dakota. The SLN labeling allows the herbicide to be used in
an additional 26 counties. The
SLN maintains the lowest maximum use rate from the Section
3 label, has more restrictive
crop rotation intervals and an
application cutoff date. The
registration expires December
31, 2023.

US DRY BEAN CONVENTION
The US Dry Bean Convention
was held July 21-24 in Bonita
Springs, Florida. Regional associate meetings were Sunday,
July 21, followed by an opening
business session that morning.
On Tuesday, July 23, there were
reports on USDA dry bean statistics, a pea and lentil report,
a Canadian crop report and an
U.S. crop report with regional
acreage estimates. Presentations from the 2018 convention
can be found at www.usdbc.
com/presentations.html.

JOE MILLER
Park River, ND
Black beans, Wheat, Corn, Barley, Soybeans,
Canola

Family history on the farm? How did you get into
farming? How long have you been farming? My Great
Grandfather Miller started farming in this area more
than 100 years ago. I started helping on the farm as
young as five-years-old by driving the pickup and eventually, picking rocks with the 4020 tractor. I still pick
rocks. I began actively farming after college in 2008 by
share cropping two quarters with my father.
How long have you raised dry beans? What classes of
beans do you grow and why? For as long as I remember there have been dry beans on our farm. We use
to raise pinto beans and occasionally navy beans but
began raising black beans for ease of direct harvest purposes. We now only raise black beans.
What other organizations have you been active in? I
am active in my church and the Knights of Columbus.
I served eight years in the North Dakota Senate, four

years as Chairman of the Agriculture Committee. I am
a member of the Farm Bureau. I was recently elected to
the Park River City Council.
What has been your favorite piece of farm equipment?
I have always loved the combine. The complexity of a
large machine roaming down the field is amazing. Especially when they run like they should. It also means
its harvest time and the season is nearly over.
If you could add any new equipment, what would it
be? I would like to purchase a K-Line Speedtiller or Degelman Pro-Till. The much more aggressive vertical tillage tool is a great product to have when working with
corn residue.
What’s the one piece of equipment you wouldn’t want
to be without? A chain has gotten me out of more pickles than I care to admit.
Do you have any hobbies? I like to sing and play guitar,
I enjoy politics, carpentry, and being on the water.
If you could win a vacation anywhere, where would
you want to go? Fiji. In one of those huts over the water.
What’s the best part of your job? Seeing a good crop
come in.
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AUSTIN SUNDEEN
Brocket, North Dakota
Wheat, canola, pinto beans, corn and soybeans

Family history on the farm? How did you get into
farming? I’m a fourth generation farmer and farm
some of the same land my great grandfather farmed. I
now farm that land with my wife and two children. All
through high school I knew that I wanted to farm. Who
wouldn’t want to make driving a combine and tractor a
career?
How long have you been farming? 12 years
How long have you raised dry beans? 5 years
What classes of beans do you grow and why? We
raise flexible pintos. They just work for us because we
use the same equipment we already have.
What other organizations have you been active in? I

am the fire chief of our fire district and active in “Pioneer
Square”, our community center.
What has been your favorite piece of farm equipment? My favorite piece of equipment would have to be
my planter.
If you could add any new equipment, what would it
be? If I could add any new equipment, it would be some
kind of vertical tillage.
What’s the one piece of equipment you wouldn’t
want to be without? One piece of equipment I wouldn’t
be without is my JD 4830 sprayer. I went through a lot of
sprayers to get to where I am now.
Do you have any hobbies? I enjoy ice fishing and going camping.
If you could win a vacation anywhere, where would
you want to go? If I could go anywhere on vacation, it
would have to be Australia. It would be awesome to see
some of those farming practices.
What’s the best part of your job? The best part of my
job is I get to work with my wife and kids

BUYERS, PROCESSORS, AND PACKAGERS OF PULSE CROPS

701.786.3402
www.srscommodities.com
Rick Harpestad, General Manager
rick@srscommodities.com

MAYVILLE

101 Main Street
Washburn, North Dakota

PORTLAND

PORTLAND JUNCTION

1020 Morrison Avenue
Portland, North Dakota
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FALKIRK

411 Second Avenue NE
Mayville, North Dakota

Portland, North Dakota

Get ready to grow more.

Vince Wer
Regional S
507-379-5
507-402-6
vincewert
www.ABM

A specially formulated blend of encapsulated Rhizobia dry bean inoculant with the benefits of the iGET
technology. Graph-Ex SA for Dry Beans is labeled for pinto beans, navy beans, great northern beans, kidney
beans, black beans, snap beans, wax beans, field or canning beans, cranberry beans, garden and string beans,
pink beans and scarlet runner beans.
Proven yield benefits
Improved seedling vigor
Grower applied
Easy on equipment
Better seed flowability
Patented talc/
graphite carrier

™

for Dry Beans

For more information contact
your local ABM dealer or:
Vince Wertman
Regional Sales Manager
507-379-5923 Office
507-402-6078 Cell
vincewertman@ABM1st.com
www.ABM1st.com

An American Company Producing Global Results for Agriculture

© 2015 All rights reserved. All products are trademarks or registered trademarks of Advanced Biological Marketing

Advanced Biological Marketing | PO Box 222 | Van Wert, OH 45891 | Office (877) 617-2461

@ABM1st
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