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Black Cat-Black, Medalist Navy and La Paz Pinto, to name a few.
These high-yielding* seed varieties are:
• suitable for direct harvest
• sourced using Western growers that produce “Blue Tag” certifi ed seed
• grown in arid climates and certifi ed to be virtually disease-free

Discover the advantages of Seedwest seed. Contact your local dealer today!
(701) 730-4037   |   seedwest@adm.com   |   www.seedwest.com

At Seedwest, quality comes in

a variety of
ways.
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STARTING POINT

Interesting Growing Season Weather

It is hard to believe that summer is over and the harvest season 
is upon us. It seems like weather is an issue every year. Last year, 
northeast North Dakota and northwest Minnesota was so wet that it 
looked like Lake Agassiz was coming back. This year, we have gone 
to the other extreme. At last report, 94 percent of North Dakota was 
dealing with some form of drought. We’ve also had tornadoes, hail 
and thunderstorms move through the central Red River Valley in 
mid-July. 

The weather has everyone on edge. In 
addition to the conditions in the Northar-
vest region, we are always monitoring the 
crop in other parts of the country. Michi-
gan has been an area that has had some 
challenges. Flooding has been common-
place, especially in central Michigan. As 
a result, dry bean crop development has 
lagged behind last year and the five-year 
average. We’ll have to see what happens 
when the harvest results come in. 

During the Northarvest Bean Growers 
Association summer board meeting, a 

$1.2 million budget was approved. That funds research, promotion, 
market development and communications for the dry bean indus-
try. The board works diligently to maximize the return on the check-
off investment. It is a pleasure to work with everyone in the Northar-
vest region and beyond to enhance this industry. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Kennelly
President
Northarvest Bean Growers Association
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North Dakota Dry Bean Council
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Tim Courneya  
50072 E. Lake Seven Road 
Frazee, MN 56544 
Phone: 218-334-6351   
Fax: 218-334-6360 
Email: nhbean@loretel.net 
Website: www.northarvestbean.org

The Northarvest Bean 
Grower is published 
five times a year by the 
Northarvest Bean Grow-
ers Association, 50072 E. 
Lake Seven Road, Frazee, 
MN 56544, Phone: (218) 
334-6351, Website: www.
northarvestbean.org, Email: 
nhbean@loretel.net. 

Send editorial materials to Don Wick, Ag Information 
Services, Inc., 997 47th Avenue, So., Unit 2, Grand 
Forks, ND 58201, don@rrfn.com.  Send advertising 
materials to Marlene Dufault, Prairie Ag Communica-
tions, 2604 Wheat Drive, Red Lake Falls, MN 56750, 
218-253-2074, mdufault@gvtel.com.  Publication of 
editorial or advertising material in the Northarvest 
Bean Grower magazine does not imply endorsement 
by the Northarvest Bean Growers Association.  Check 
agronomic advice with local sources and always read 
and follow product labels.
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Alliance Valley Bean, LLC
3792 Elevator Road

PO Box 566
Larimore, ND  58251

Manager: John Hemmingsen
jhemmingsen@alliancevalleybean.com

701-343-6363 

Alliance Black Bean Receiving Stations &
Central Valley Bean Pinto Bean Receiving Stations:

Alliance Valley Bean, LLC                                
Sharon, ND                                          

701-524-2568

CHS, Inc.                                    
Fairdale, ND

Manager: Wayne Aune                                                  
701-966-2515

Central Valley Bean Co-op
Buxton, ND

Gen. Manager: Gary Fuglesten      
701-847-2622

We are  
your premier  
Sund dealer! 

Drayton, North Dakota 

701-454-3875 

Chelated
Micronutrients

        Blue Diamond Surfactant

10% Zinc, 9.5% Nitrogen, 4% Sulfur, 9% EDTA Zinc

       10% Zinc 5% Sulfur Chelate

For more information and a 
complete line of micronutrients

Call NWC, Inc.
800-315-2469

Box 33, Emerado, ND 58228
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Trade With Cuba:
Developing Relationships
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Trade With Cuba:

The fractured 
relationship 
between the 
United States 

and Cuba is one for the 
history books. Diplomatic 
relations between the two 
neighbors were restored 
in 2015, but President 
Donald Trump has taken 
a hardline stance against 
Cuba. Despite the political 
challenges, Cuba has the 
potential to be a market 
for Minnesota and North 
Dakota dry beans. 

A delegation of Min-
nesota farmers, business 
leaders and government 
officials visited Havana 
in June to get a first-hand 
look at the trade opportu-
nities. Danube, Minnesota 
farmer Jim Zenk repre-
sented the Minnesota Dry 
Bean Research and Pro-
motion Council on this 
trade trip. Looking back 
on the experience, Zenk 
says there are two big ob-
stacles to overcome with 
Cuba. 

The first hurdle is Cuba’s 
lack of technology, which 

is needed to establish an 
effective trading platform 
with the United States. 
One example of the primi-
tive farming practices in 
Cuba was a farmer the 
delegation met on the 
trip. This man was plow-
ing fields with a team of 
oxen. “The farmer was 
telling me if he had a trac-
tor, he could really get 
some work done,” says 
Zenk. “Also, gas is $5 a gal-
lon and producers do not 

have enough money for 
good seed or fertilizer.”

The U.S. embargo with 
Cuba is the second ob-
stacle to trade. With the 
current rules, U.S. export-
ers are not allowed to 
extend credit to Cuban 
buyers. “They need credit 
so when they sell the 
product to their consum-
ers, then they can pay us,” 
explains Zenk. “Although 
some trade has been re-
stored, Cuban producers 

are still hurting because 
of the cash upfront rule. It 
is impossible to trade on 
a large scale when there 
is no credit available for 
these producers.”

For trade to happen, 
Zenk believes the United 
States must relax its regu-
lation for pre-established 
credit and Cuba must 
also prove their ability to 
produce goods in return. 
“This will not happen 

The Minnesota trade delegation met with reporters while in Havana.  Lt. Governor Tina Smith and 
Agriculture Commissioner Dave Frederickson led the trade mission.  Dry bean grower Jim Zenk 
(standing behind Smith) was part of the Cuba trip.

Continued on Next Page
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until more money is put 
towards the agriculture 
industry,” says Zenk. “If 
they ended the embargo 
today, nothing would 
change because there are 
so many issues needing to 
be addressed.”

Minnesota Agriculture 
Commissioner David 
Frederickson was also 
part of the trade delega-
tion. Frederickson says 
the Cubans want the 
embargo to be lifted. 
“They feel they are just 
as much Americans as 
people in Florida.” Even 
with President Trump’s 
recent rollback of the re-
forms established under 
the Obama Administra-
tion, Frederickson says 
progress is being made. 
“It’s all about relation-
ships.” says Frederickson. 
“You can’t do business 
over the phone. You need 
person-to-person contact 
so they can judge you by 
who you are and how you 
deal with them. I think we 
were successful with that. 
I think our relationship 
will further develop as the 
months go by and bring 
real farmers in our delega-
tion.” 

There are more than 11 
million people in Cuba. 
That’s a little more than 
twice the size of Min-
nesota. Cuba imports 80 
percent of the food they 
consume. Dry beans is a 
staple in the Cuban diet, 
it can be found at every 
meal. Zenk says Minneso-
ta should be the obvious 
supplier for the Cuban 
market. “Minnesota grows 

Through photos, the Minnesota delegation was able to showcase the state to the Cubans.  Minnesota 
Farm Bureau President Kevin Paap participated in the trade trip.

Face-to-face negotiations took place between Cuban officials and the Minnesota group.  Dry bean 
grower Jim Zenk remains hopeful the embargo will end and trade can resume with Cuba.

ten percent of all the 
dry beans in the United 
States. Twenty percent of 
the dry beans are export-
ed. This is a good market 
for Minnesota growers.” 
Frederickson agrees, not-
ing the market prospects 
are somewhat limited. 
“Our market share is a 

small amount, based on 
the entire amount they 
need. However, they want 
to establish a relationship 
with those close by.” 

Frederickson says short-
term goals to open trade 
with the island nation 
may need to be re-adjust-
ed. “We’ll continue to de-

velop a relationship with 
our partners. I’m hopeful 
we’ll have it.” Zenk has 
hope for trade to Cuba, 
but is also realistic. “Not 
today, or next week, but 
maybe in two years. That 
could be the goal.”
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Dry Edible Bean Area Planted and Harvested -- 
States and United States: 2016 and 2017 (March 
2017).  Excludes beans grown for garden seed.

Area Planted Area Harvested

State 2015 2016 20171 Percent of 
Previous Year

1,000 acres Percent

Arizona2 9.4 (NA) (NA) (X)

California 45.0 50.0 53.0 106

Colorado 50.0 46.0 59.0 128

Idaho 120.0 140.0 170.0 121

Kansas2 8.0 (NA) (NA) (X)

Michigan 275.0 210.0 195.0 93

Minnesota 190.0 155.0 175.0 113

Montana 49.0 103.0 210.0 204

Nebraska 140.0 138.0 150.0 109

New Mexico2 12.9 (NA) (NA) (X)

New York2 8.0 (NA) (NA) (X)

North Dakota 655.0 625.0 620.0 99

Oregon2 9.0 (NA) (NA) (X)

South Dakota2 12.5 (NA) (NA) (X)

Texas 31.0 27.0 25.0 93

Washington 110.0 135.0 170.0 126

Wisconsin2 7.9 (NA) (NA) (X)

Wyoming 32.0 33.0 39.0 118

United States 1,764.7 1,662.0 1,866.0 112
1(NA) Not available. (X) Not applicable. 1Intended plantings in 2017 
as indicated by reports from farmers.  2Estimates discontinued in 
2016.                                                               

Dry Edible Bean Area Planted and Harvested -- 
States and United States: 2016 and 2017 (June 
2017).  Excludes beans grown for garden seed.

Area Planted Area Harvested

State 2016 2017 2016 20171

1,000 acres

California 50.0 58.0 49.0 57.0

Colorado 46.0 50.0 43.0 47.0

Idaho 140.0 155.0 137.0 154.0

Michigan 210.0 190.0 208.0 187.0

Minnesota 155.0 170.0 147.0 163.0

Montana 103.0 190.0 99.5 186.0

Nebraska 138.0 150.0 122.0 139.0

North Dakota 625.0 620.0 565.0 600.0

Texas 27.0 25.0 24.0 22.0

Washington 135.0 175.0 133.0 173.0

Wyoming 33.0 40.0 31.1 38.0

United States 1662.0 1823.0 1558.6 1,766.0
1Forecasted.                                                              

NASS Dry Edible Bean Acreage Assessment

MARCH 2017 USDA ACREAGE REPORT

Area planted to dry beans in 2017 is expected to be 
1.87 million acres, up 12 percent from the previous sea-
son.  Expected area planted for all chickpeas is 498,000 
acres, up 53 percent from last season.  Small chickpeas, 
at 155,000 acres, is 36 percent above 2016, while large 
chickpeas, at 343,000 acres, increased 62 percent from 
the previous year.  If realized, small, large and all chick-
pea acreage will be a record high.  Strong prices and 
demand have encouraged farmers to increase chickpea 
area. 

Eight of the 11 esimating states expect an increase in 
total dry bean planted acres from last year.  If realized, 
this will be the highest planted area since 2010.

Area planted to dry beans in 2017 is estimated at 1.82 
acres, up 10 percent from the previous season and is the 
highest planted area since 2010.  Area harvested is fore-
cast to total 1.77 million acres, up 13 percent from 2016.  
Eight of the 11 estimating states expect an increase in 
total dry bean planted acres from last year.

Area planted for all chickpeas is 462,000, up 42 per-
cent from last season.  Harvested area is forecast to be 
456,000 acres, up 43 percent from the previous season.  
Small chickpea planted area, at 161,000 acres, is 41 
percent above 2016, while large chickpea planted area, 
at 301,000 acres, increased 42 percent from the previous 
year.  Acreage planted to small, large and all chickpeas 
represent record highs.  Strong prices and demand have 
encouraged farmers to increase chickpea area.

JUNE 2017 USDA ACREAGE REPORT

USDA’s National Agri-
cultural Statistics Service 

provides its assessment 
of dry edible bean acre-

age throughout the year. 
In March, NASS offers its 
forecast for planted acre-
age. That figure is adjusted 
in the June report and 
again in August. These 
charts provide USDA’s 

perspective on crop size 
nationwide. A future is-
sue of BeanGrower will 
include the January NASS 
report, determining the 
size of the 2017 crop for 
each bean class.
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Dry Edible Bean Area AREA Planted by Commercial Class -- 
States and United States: 2016 and Forecasted August 1, 2017

Class and State 2016 2017

1,000 acres 1,000 acres

Large Lima

California 13.7 11.7

Baby Lima

California 7.9 8.0

Navy

Idaho 1.2 (1)

Michigan 67.0 74.0

Minnesota 39.5 43.0

Nebraska 1.0 (1)

North Dakota 83.0 86.0

Washington (1) (1)

Wyoming (1) (1)

United States 191.7 203.0

Great Northern

Idaho 1.3 3.0

Nebraska 37.0 56.0

North Dakota 3.4 2.9

Wyoming (1) 2,0

United States 41.7 63.9

Small White

Idaho (1) (1)

Washington (1) (1)

United States (1) (1)

Pinto

Colorado 38.0 50.0

Idaho 17.0 32.0

Michigan (1) 2.1

Minnesota 21.7 17.0

Montana 4.0 6.0

Nebraska 84.0 98.0

North Dakota 424.0 459.0

Washington 11.0 10.3

Wyoming 22.0 32.0

United States 621.7 706.4

Light Red Kidney

California 0.3 0.2

Colorado (1) 4.4

Idaho 0.9 2.0

Michigan 8.6 7.0

Minnesota 8.3 17.0

Class and State 2016 2017

1,000 acres 1,000 acres

Nebraska 4.3 11.0

Washington (1) 0.8

United States 22.4 42.4

Dark Red Kidney

California 1.5 -

Idaho 0.7 2.2

Michigan 2.9 2.4

Minnesota 43.1 46.0

North Dakota 3.3 1.7

Washington 1.5 0.5

United States 53.0 52.8

Pink

California - 0.3

Idaho 8.0 7.2

Minnesota (1) (1)

North Dakota 8.1 2.8

Washington (1) (1)

United States 16.1 10.3

Small Red

Idaho 7.5 10.0

Michigan 19.1 5.5

Minnesota - (1)

North Dakota 3.2 4.3

Washington 4.0 2.5

United States 33.8 22.3

Cranberry

California 0.3 (1)

Idaho - 1.0

Michigan 2.6 3.8

Minnesota (1) (1)

Washington 0.7 -

United States 3.6 4.8

Black

Idaho 3.5 4.2

Michigan 104.0 121.0

Minnesota 29.6 42.0

Nebraska 6.1 8.6

North Dakota 83.0 91.0

Washington 4.0 4.2

United States 230.2 271.0

- Represents zero.  (D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations.  1Data are included in the “Other” class to avoid 
disclosing data for individual operations.  2Includes data withheld above.                  TABLE CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE...

AUGUST 2017 USDA ACREAGE REPORT
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Class and State 2016 2017

1,000 acres 1,000 acres

Blackeye

California 12.5 6.6

Texas 25.0 20.0

United States 37.5 26.6

Small Chickpeas (Garbanzo, smaller than 20/64 Inches)

California - -

Idaho 39.0 46.0

Montana (D) (D)

Nebraska (D) (D)

North Dakota 3.8 12.9

Washington 29.0 55.0

Other States2 42.0 64.3

United States 113.8 178.2

Large Chickpeas (Garbanzo, larger than 20/64 Inches)

California 10.2 14.5

Idaho 53.0 72.0

Montana (D) (D)

Nebraska (D) (D)

North Dakota 9.4 31.2

Washington 79.0 120.0

Other States2 59.9 187.9

United States 211.5 425.6

Class and State 2016 2017

1,000 acres 1,000 acres

All Chickpeas (Garbanzo)

California 10.2 14.5

Idaho 92.0 118.0

Montana 99.0 247.0

Nebraska 2.9 5.2

North Dakota 13.2 44.1

Washington 108.0 175.0

United States 325.3 603.8

Other

California 3.6 6.2

Colorado 8.0 4.6

Idaho 7.9 5.4

Michigan 5.8 4.2

Minnesota 12.8 10.0

Montana - -

Nebraska 2.7 6.2

North Dakota 3.8 8.2

Texas 2.0 2.0

Washington 5.8 6.7

Wyoming 11.0 8.0

United States 63.4 61.5

All Dry Edible Beans

United States 1662.0 2,088.5

                                                                

Dry Edible Bean Area AREA Planted by Commercial Class -- 
States and United States: 2016 and Forecasted August 1, 2017

AUGUST 2017 USDA ACREAGE REPORT (CONTINUED)

August production of dry edible beans is forecast at 34.2 million cwt, up 19 percent from last year.  Planted area 
is estimated at 2.09 million acres,  up 26 percent from 2016.  Harvested area is forecast at 2.01 million acres, 29 per-
cent above the previous year.  The average United States yield is forecast at 1,704 pounds per acre, a decrease of 138 
pounds from last season.

August 2016 acres planted was 1,716,500 and expected to be harvested was 1,658,000.  January annual report 
showed 2016 acres planted at 1,662,000 and harvest at 1,558,600.  August 2017 crop, U.S. is starting with 2,088,500 
planted and harvested expected at 2,009,500.  Please note 2016 planted acres to all chickpeas/garbanzos was 
325,300 for 2016 and 2017 it is estimated at 603,800.  Difference is 278,500 acres more garbanzos in 2017.  That is 
where the big difference in planted acres for a class of bean is.
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Contans is the only preventative 
fungicide for white mold control. 

SCOUT THE SYMPTOMS.
TREAT THE PROBLEM.

www.sipcamrotam.com  |  877-898-9514

For more information on how you can reduce your white mold risk, visit sipcamrotam.com

Take note of affected areas while harvesting. A spot treatment of Contans in the fall 
or spring will help prevent white mold from affecting your crops next season.

Copyright 2017. Always read and follow label directions.
Contans is a registered trademark of Bayer CropScience-Biologics.
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Dicamba Drift and Dry Beans 
By Jessie Topp-Becker

Dicamba products have 
been available to wheat 
and corn growers since 
the mid-1960s. Dicamba 
is making headlines today 
with the release of new 
formulations from BASF, 
Monsanto and DuPont.  

One of the drawbacks 
for dicamba use is the 
possibility of drift onto 
off-target crops. “We’ve al-
ways had dicamba drift is-
sues as long as we’ve been 
using dicamba,” explains 
Theresa Reinhardt, gradu-
ate research assistant at 
North Carolina State Uni-
versity. Although exten-
sive research on dicamba 
has helped researchers 
better understand what 
causes the herbicide to 
go off target, “we’re hav-
ing increased problems 
with dicamba currently 
because the crops we 
can apply it to have in-
creased,” Reinhardt says, 
referring to the dicamba-
tolerant soybeans that 
were released in 2017. 

Why is dicamba drift 
a concern for dry bean 
growers? “In North Dako-
ta, the number of soybean 
acres and the number 
of corn acres has been 
increasing in the last 20 
years, so the possibility of 
a dry bean grower, sug-
arbeet grower or anyone 
that has a more sensitive 
crop next to a crop that 
can use dicamba is more 
likely,” she explains. Other 

crops with high suscepti-
bility from dicamba drift 
include chickpeas, field 
peas, lentils, sunflowers 
and soybeans.

To better understand 
how dry bean responds 
to dicamba drift Richard 
Zollinger, Extension weed 
specialist in the Depart-
ment of Plant Sciences 
at North Dakota State 
University (NDSU), and 
Reinhardt, former mas-
ter’s student at NDSU, 
conducted research to 
identify the response of 
dry beans to different 
dicamba drift rates. This 
research was conducted 
as part of Reinhardt’s 
master’s research from 
2014 to 2015. They wanted 
to determine how much 
dicamba drift dry beans 
could handle without ex-
periencing a devastating 
yield loss. 

The team applied three 
different rates of dicamba 
to the dry beans in the 
study – .072 grams, .72 
grams and 7.2 grams of 
acid equivalent per acre. 
The dicamba drift applica-
tion was applied during 
what Reinhardt calls the 
most sensitive time of dry 
bean production, when 
the dry beans were tran-
sitioning from vegetative 
to reproductive phases, 
which Reinhardt refers to 
as a “worst case scenario.” 

At 7.2 grams of acid 
equivalent of dicamba per 
acre, the highest rate in 
the study, yield loss did 
occur. “That was the only 
one that caused yield loss 
in our study,” Reinhardt 
explains. No yield reduc-
tion occurred with the 
other two rates. Reinhardt 
explains that it is un-
likely that a dry bean field 

would ever experience 
spray drift similar to 7.2 
grams per acre, because 
it is a heavy rate of drift. 
To put this amount in 
perspective, 7.2 grams of 
acid equivalent is 0.5 fluid 
ounces of the dicamba 
product Clarity®. “It would 
either be someone didn’t 
clean the tank out prop-
erly, so there’s residue in 
the spray tank, or it’s the 
beans that would be right 
next to this crop that was 
actually sprayed, which 
should be prevented by 
the label restrictions.” 
When spraying dicamba-
tolerant soybeans, the 
dicamba label restrictions 
require at least a 100-foot 
buffer between the crop 
being sprayed and sensi-
tive crops.

Although no yield loss 
occurred at .072 grams 

Leaf cupping is often seen with dicamba drift.

Continued on Next Page
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A specially formulated blend of encapsulated Rhizobia dry bean inoculant with the benefits of the iGET 
technology. Graph-Ex SA for Dry Beans is labeled for pinto beans, navy beans, great northern beans, kidney 
beans, black beans, snap beans, wax beans, field or canning beans, cranberry beans, garden and string beans, 
pink beans and scarlet runner beans.

       Proven yield benefits
       Improved seedling vigor
       Grower applied
       Easy on equipment
       Better seed flowability
       Patented talc/ 
       graphite carrier

Vince Wertman  
Regional Sales Manager 
507-379-5923 Office
507-402-6078 Cell 
vincewertman@ABM1st.com 
www.ABM1st.com

for Dry Beans

™

© 2015 All rights reserved. All products are trademarks or registered trademarks of Advanced Biological Marketing
An American Company Producing Global Results for Agriculture

Advanced Biological Marketing  |  PO Box 222  |  Van Wert, OH 45891  | Office (877) 617-2461 @ABM1st

Vince Wertman  
Regional Sales Manager
507-379-5923 Office
507-402-6078 Cell
vincewertman@ABM1st.com
www.ABM1st.com

Get ready to grow more.

For more information contact  
your local ABM dealer or:

and .72 grams, injury did 
occur at all three applica-
tion rates. “We saw injury 
initially at 10-20 days after 
treatment, but it did not 
cause yield response,” 
Reinhardt explains. While 
most growers associate 
cupping of the leaves with 
dicamba drift injury, she 
explains that’s not the 
only injury that can occur. 
“We found that it’s more 
about getting into that 
stem and looking at the 
reproductive structures – 
are the flowers aborted, 
are the flowers looking 
healthy, have they prolif-
erated along the stem?” 
If producers do notice 
leaf cupping, Reinhardt 
encourages them not to 
panic right away, but to 
first take a closer look at 
the reproductive struc-

tures along the stem.
Based on Reinhardt’s 

research, Zollinger points 
out that soybean appears 
to be the most susceptible 
plant species to dicamba. 
“Usually dry beans are 
less tolerant and have a 
higher risk of herbicide 
injury than soybeans. 
With dicamba, soybean 
appears to be much more 
susceptible,” he explains.

When it comes to pre-
venting dicamba drift 
injury, Reinhardt says 
communication is vital. 
“The biggest thing is go-
ing to be cooperation with 
your neighbors, com-
munication with them, 
flagging and making sure 
that it’s clear where your 
boundaries are and where 
sensitive crops are.” Re-
inhardt also encourages 

producers to utilize drift 
watch, a free online tool 
that helps producers, bee-
keepers and applicators 
work together to protect 
specialty crops and api-
aries through mapping 
programs. Producers in-
terested in learning more 
about this tool can visit 
https://driftwatch.org.

If producers think their 
field has experienced 
dicamba drift, documen-
tation is key. “When we 
have drift, we need to doc-
ument it with pictures and 
we need to look for the 
actual damage signs. Look 
for reproductive parts on 
the plant and monitor 
them over several weeks 
with a couple of pictures,” 
Reinhardt says.

In a time when there 
are a growing number 

of glyphosate-resistant 
weeds, producers need 
additional tools in their 
weed control tool box. 
Dicamba is one such tool. 
Unfortunately, there is 
always risk of injury and 
yield loss with dicamba 
drift. “I don’t know if we 
can have good weed con-
trol in the field and ensure 
total safety of all off-target 
crops,” Reinhardt says. 
Ultimately, there’s no way 
to completely eliminate 
chemical drift; however, 
Reinhardt thinks that it is 
possible to lower the fre-
quency of dicamba drift. 
“We hope that with new 
technology and better ed-
ucation on using the tech-
nology that we’ll just have 
fewer instances of drift or 
of off-target movement.”
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From the recent Northarvest Bean Growers Association board meeting, retiring and new directors posed for a photo.  Left to right, Jim Zenk, 
Olivia, MN (retired Area 4 Minnesota Council), Alan Peterson, Clear Lake, MN (new member), Scott Mund, Milnor, ND (retired District 5 ND 
Council), and Matt Thompson, Wyndmere, ND (new member).

Raedel’s
Hardsurface Welding
Hardsurface pinto bean knives -- Heath, Speedy and Orthman knives

Hardsurface advantages:
 1) Do not need a rod weeder.
 2) No plant pull.
 3) Self sharpening.
 4) Slick cut of bean plant and all weeds.
 5) Cut plant minimum depth of ground
  -- less dirt in beans.
 6) If off rows, plant is cut as long as plant 
  contacts the end of knife.

Have knives on hand.
Appreciate orders as early as possible.

Also hardsurface: Plow lays (all makes of plow); cultivator 
shovels; chisel plow points; NH-3 fertilizer knives; and 

spikes for cultivator, chisel plows and regular applicators

Joe Safranski
Travis Stegman

10095 Hwy 18, Cavalier ND 58220
Joe: (701) 265-2210 | Travis: (701) 520-4426

Raedels_Summer08_kp.indd   1 7/22/08   1:51:11 PM

A Trusted  
Buyer, Processor 

and Exporter of 
Beans, Lentils, 

Chickpeas, Peas 
and Specialty  

Crops

To market your beans, lentils, chickpeas, durum and hard red wheat or to 
discuss growing pulses, contact AGT Foods in Canada at 1-844-248-4AGT 
or in the U.S. at 1-877-751-1623.

1-877-751-16231-844-248-4AGT
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2017 Twin Master

Contact your local authorized dealer

www.pickettequipment.com
1-800-473-3559

QUALITY is 
our #1 Goal

Low Impact Threshing System

13 1/2 ft. Dump Bin Height

HARVEST BEANS LIKE YOU MEAN IT

16 row 22” model ONE STEP
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Valley Headquarters for  
Edible Bean Equipment

• Locally Owned for over 50 Years   • Specialized On-Call Technicians
                      • Large Inventory of Pickett and Elmers Parts    
 • Check out our Used Bean Equipment Online at www.uglemness.com               

701-587-6116 
800-223-1630

www.uglemness.com

The Northarvest Bean Growers Association gathering for a budget meeting.

Northarvest President Tom Kennelly 
presents award to outgoing director Jim 
Zenk.

Northarvest President Tom Kennelly 
presents plaque to retiring director Scott 
Mund.

Trade Team Delegates Selected
The trade team delegates have 

been selected for the U.S. Dry 
Bean Council missions. From 
the Northarvest region, delegates 
have been selected for numerous 
trade missions. 

Kevin Regan ,  Webster, North 
Dakota,  Caribbean Trade Mission.

Grady Thorsgard, Northwood, 
North Dakota, Argentina Harvest 
Tour.

Norm Krause , Staples, Minne-
sota, SIAL Trade Show.

Mark Dombeck, Perham, Min-
nesota, Colombia-Panama Trade 
Mission.

Dan Schaefer , Morris, Minne-
sota, Gulf Food Trade Show.

Charles Wachmuth, Meno-
monie, Wisconsin, GPC Conven-
tion.

Cindi Brown, Menomonie, Wis-
consin, Colombia-Panama Trade 
Mission.
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Soybean Cyst Nematode 
Threatens Dry Bean Production
By Jessie Topp-Becker

In recent years, soybean 
cyst nematode has be-
come a disease that dry 
bean growers have started 
to encounter. Soybean 
cyst nematode was first 
found in the United States 
more than 60 years ago, 
and today it is the most 
significant threat to U.S. 
soybean production. With 
soybean cyst nematode 
expanding across the 
United States, the disease 
is also threatening dry 
bean production. 

In 2015 soybean cyst 
nematode was first found 
in a North Dakota dry 
bean field in Cass County. 
The following year, the 
disease was found in a 
Minnesota kidney bean 
field. “It’s not a major is-
sue yet, but it is a potential 
problem,” explains Berlin 
Nelson, professor in the 
Department of Plant Pa-
thology at North Dakota 
State University (NDSU).

Alone, soybean cyst 
nematode can cause a 
yield loss in dry beans, but 
Nelson was curious if the 
disease would have an ef-
fect on another common 
dry bean disease – root 
rot, which can also impact 
yield. “Our concern was 
that maybe the soybean 
cyst nematode would in-
teract with those dry bean 
root rot pathogens and 

increase the problems 
that we have with root dis-
eases,” he says.

Nelson and Shalu Jain, 
Ph.D., a research scientist 
in the plant pathology de-
partment, started study-
ing the effect of soybean 
cyst nematode on root rot 
severity in dry beans last 
year. In the first year of 
the trail the team tested 
two varieties of kidney 
beans – Montcalm and 
Rosie. Montcalm is a dark 
red kidney bean variety 

and Rosie is a light red 
kidney bean variety; both 
varieties are moderately 
resistant to soybean cyst 
nematode. 

Using the two kidney 
bean varieties, Nelson and 
Jain have conducted sev-
eral greenhouse experi-
ments for Fusarium root 
rot and soybean cyst nem-
atode interaction and the 
results indicate a positive 
interaction between the 
two pathogens. Jain ex-
plains that their research 
suggests that soybean cyst 
nematode can increase 
root rot disease severity in 

kidney bean varieties. “We 
tested root rot severity 
and resistant varieties and 
both show higher disease 
severity in the presence of 
soybean cyst nematode.” 
According to Jain, addi-
tional studies are ongo-
ing to measure the effect 
of this interaction and 
growth parameters.

Through their research, 
it is evident that soybean 
cyst nematode can in-
crease the severity of root 
rot diseases. “It doesn’t 
do it all the time in our 
experiments, but we 
have good evidence that 

SCN and Fusarium infected 
kidney bean roots.

Western Grown Dry Edible  
Bean Seed

Purchasers, Handlers  
& Processors  

of Dry Edible Beans

Larson Grain  
Company

Larson Grain Company
100 Second Avenue, Englevale, ND 58033

Contact: Nick Shockman  
701-683-5246 / 701-361-2230

 Email: nick.shockman@larsongrain.com  
Website: www.larsongrain.com
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when you add soybean 
cyst nematode into the 
soil, along with the [root 
rot] pathogen, that it can 
increase the amount of 
damage on the plant,” 
Nelson explains.

Soybean cyst nematode 
will damage the plant by 
itself, but Nelson explains 
that the damage will be 
exacerbated if other soil-
borne pathogens, such as 
root rot, interact with the 
nematode. “The higher 
the population, the higher 
the risk of damage.”

The long-term impacts 
on the dry bean industry 
are unknown; however, 
Nelson says it is critical 
that growers are proac-
tive and try to mitigate 
the spread of soybean 
cyst nematode. “I think it 
could have a big impact, NDSU research plot.

but if we can educate the 
growers about the impor-
tance of it and give them 
recommendations as to 
how they can manage it, 
we can probably avoid a 
great amount of damage 
that might occur in the 
future.” There are several 
things dry bean growers 
can do to help prevent the 
further spread of soybean 
cyst nematode, including 
soil sampling, crop rota-
tion and cleaning equip-
ment. 

Although not all fields 
are infested with soybean 
cyst nematode, growers 
should sample the soil 
in their fields and closely 
monitor the presence of 
soybean cyst nematode. 
“One of the things that’s 
going to make a big dif-

 

701.786.3402     
www.srscommodities.com 

 

MAYVILLE 
411 Second Avenue NE 
Mayville, North Dakota 

 

FALKIRK 
101 Main Street 

Washburn, North Dakota 
 

PORTLAND 
1020 Morrison Avenue 
Portland, North Dakota 

 

PORTLAND JUNCTION 
Portland, North Dakota 

 

BUYERS, PROCESSORS, AND PACKAGERS OF PULSE CROPS 

Rick Harpestad, General Manager 
rick@srscommodities.com 

 

 

Continued on Next Page
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ference is how big the population 
of the soybean cyst nematode gets 
in the soil,” Nelson says. As popula-
tions in the soil increase, plants are 
at greater risk for damage.

Crop rotation is another manage-
ment strategy growers can use to 
lower soybean cyst nematode pop-
ulations in the soil. Soybeans and 
dry beans are the only two hosts 
for soybean cyst nematode, so by 
including other crops in their rota-
tion, growers can help prevent the 
buildup of soybean cyst nematode.

Resistance is one management 
strategy that is not yet an option for 
dry bean growers. However, Nelson 
and Jain explain that there is re-
search being conducted at NDSU to 
identify resistance and incorporate 
it into varieties. “The key manage-
ment tool in soybeans is host resis-
tance, and I believe the dry bean 
industry will have to rely on that 
same thing,” Nelson says.

Both Jain and Nelson agree that 
the key to mitigating the impact of 
soybean cyst nematode in dry bean 
fields is keeping populations low. 
“If we can keep the soybean cyst 
nematode levels low, we will not 
see the damage in the bean variet-
ies,” Jain says. “If we can keep the 
populations low, it will help a great 

deal in terms of lessening the risk of 
damage,” Nelson adds.

The two hope that in the future, 
they can conduct similar research 
on different classes of dry beans, 
including black beans, pinto beans 
and navy beans. Nelson suspects 
that the results of the research with 
the other dry bean classes could 
vary due to their different levels of 
resistance to soybean cyst nema-
tode. “There is a marked difference 

in the susceptibility of dry beans to 
soybean cyst nematode depending 
on the market class,” he explains.

Growers interested in learning 
more about the threat soybean 
cyst nematode poses to dry bean 
production are encouraged to view 
a video developed by Nelson and 
Sam Markel, Ph.D., Extension plant 
pathologist at NDSU. The video can 
be found at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=abOt45qj_2E.

January 18-19, 2018
Fargo Holiday Inn
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Captain Ken’s Foods – From 
the Fire Station to Store Shelves
By Jessie Topp-Becker

For many years, Ken-
neth J. Freiberg served as 
the captain of the Saint 
Paul, Minn., Fire Depart-
ment. As is common in 
most fire stations, fire-
men take turns prepar-
ing meals for each other. 
Captain Ken would often 
make his home style 
oven-baked beans for his 
fellow firefighters; and the 
beans were always a hit. 
After much encourage-
ment from his comrades 
and neighbors, Freiberg 
launched Captain Ken’s 
Firehouse Beans in 1967. 
Fifty years later, the com-
pany, now known as 
Captain Ken’s Foods, has 
grown from one oven-
baked bean product to 
more than 30 different 
prepared food products.

One of the things that 
differentiated Freiberg’s 
baked beans was that 
he froze them. “In those 
days, baked beans came 
in a can, not frozen,” ex-
plains John Traxler, presi-
dent and CEO of Captain 
Ken’s Foods. In the early 
years of making his baked 
beans, Freiberg could not 
afford the canning equip-

ment required to can 
the beans; however, he 
discovered that his baked 
beans tasted better frozen 
than canned. As a result, 
he started freezing his 
beans. With microwave 
ovens becoming a com-
mon household appliance 
at that time and consum-
er’s searching for products 
with a homemade taste, 
sales of the company’s 
baked beans took off. 

After moving to a larger 
facility in 1980, Freiberg 
added a second product – 
Captain Ken’s Firehouse 
Beef Chili with kidney 
beans. Over the years, 
the company started pro-
ducing additional food 
products for retail stores, 
food service companies, 
delis and schools. Other 
products the company 
offers include taco meat, 
tater tot casserole, BBQ 
beans and “calico” beans. 
“Underlying the growth, 

innovation and accom-
modating customers’ 
demands has been the 
company’s use of beans 
as an ingredient in many 
of our products. We know 
beans,” Traxler says.

Sourcing high-quality 
beans has always been a 
priority for Captain Ken’s 
Foods. The company en-
ters into contracts with 
national bean suppli-
ers; however, they try 
to source beans locally 
whenever possible. “Due 
to our Minnesota pres-
ence, and due to market-
ing a “Made in Minnesota” 
product to schools, we are 
committed, whenever pos-
sible, to contracting Min-
nesota beans,” he explains. 
Most of the navy beans 
the company uses come 
from the Olivia, Minn. 
area, and dark red kidney 
beans come from the area 
around Perham, Minn.

The company prides 
itself on providing consis-
tent, high-quality prod-
ucts. As a result, the beans 
they use must be high-
quality as well. “You can’t 
fix the dry edible bean if 
it’s already broken when 
we receive it,” Traxler says. 
“The beans must be high-
quality or else we will be 
looking elsewhere.”

When Freiberg started 
the company in 1967, the 
products were primar-

Continued on Next Page

NORTHARVEST LAUNCHES 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

The Northarvest Bean Growers Association will 
be offering a scholarship to the sons, daughters, 
grandsons or granddaughters of a Northarvest 
member. Two $1,000 scholarships will be awarded. 
To be eligible, a parent or grandparent must be a 
current grower member of the Northarvest Bean 
Growers Association, be enrolled or plan to enroll 
in the first year of college or technical college, have 
at least a 3.0 grade point average from high school. 
Applications must be received at the Northarvest 
office no later than November 15, 2017. The schol-
arship recipients will be recognized at Bean Day. 

For an application, contact the Northarvest Bean 
Growers at 218-334-6351 or nhbean@loretel.net.
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ily retail oriented. Today, 
Captain Ken’s Foods is 
still known as a retail 
baked bean company in 
Minnesota and the Upper 
Midwest. Elsewhere, the 
company is more well-
known as a foodservice 
chili company. “This is not 
so much a change as it is 
an evolution of demand 
for how Captain Ken’s 
Foods markets its various 
pack sizes,” Traxler says.

The company remains 
committed to its pursuit 
of producing products 
with homemade tastes, 
style and appearance. The 
product mix has evolved 
over the years, but the 
recipe formulation has 
not. “The product mix is 

nutrition dry beans offer 
continues to resonate with 
consumers. “As research 
provides more informa-
tion of what dry beans 
contribute to consumers’ 
health, the trend for con-
suming dry edible bean-
based products contin-
ues.” He says his company 
forecasts this trend will 
continue to increase.

What started off as a fire 
department captain bak-
ing beans for his fellow 
firefighters has grown into 
a nationally-recognized 
company. Fifty years 
later Captain Ken’s Foods 
continues to thrive while 
keeping dry beans a key 
ingredient in many of 
their products.

ever changing to accom-
modate customers’ de-

mands,” Traxler explains.
According to Traxler, the 
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Origin of the Great Northern Bean
By Robert M. Harveson, 
Extension Plant 
Pathologist, University 
of Nebraska, Panhandle 
REC, Scottsbluff 

Nebraska is a major pro-
ducer of dry beans in the 
U.S. with growers planting 
anywhere from 120,000 to 
200,000 acres of beans an-
nually with an estimated 
economic impact of $150 
million to the state of Ne-
braska. Nebraska leads 
the nation in the produc-
tion of the great northern 
market class, and they 
have been grown in this 
area now for almost 100 
years. Many long-time 
residents of western Ne-
braska are likely familiar 
with the story about Ches-
ter Brown and the intro-
duction of great northern 
beans into Nebraska. He 
brought back great north-
ern beans to the North 
Platte Valley from Idaho 
in 1923, and he planted 
10 acres on his farm. His 
success with this crop 
encouraged others in the 
area to try them as well 
and thus the dry edible 
bean industry was born in 
Nebraska. 

However, did you know 
where the great northern 
bean originated?

This story is probably 
not as well-known. Ac-
cording to Leland W. 
Hudson, (Regional Plant 
Introduction Station, 
Washington State Univer-

sity) the great northern 
was included in the 52nd 
annual seed catalog from 
1935 of the Oscar W. Will 
and Company in Bis-
marck, ND. The catalog 
additionally mentioned 
that the great northern 
bean was originally ob-
tained by Oscar Will in 
1887 from Son of Star, a 
Hidatsa Native American 
whose tribe had grown 
it for many years prior to 

that time. 
So, the next time you 

buy any great northern 
beans at the grocery store, 
whether canned or dry, 
this is an interesting fact 
on which to ponder. Fur-
thermore, a very strong 
possibility exists that 
they were grown locally 
somewhere in western 
Nebraska. 

It is also interesting 
for me to imagine how 

the bean migrated to the 
northern U.S. from its ini-
tial birthplace in Mexico 
and Central America to be 
domesticated by a North 
Dakota Native American 
tribe. 

Reprinted from The 
Bean Bag-Summer 
2017, a publication of 
the Nebraska Dry Bean 
Growers Association.
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Dry Bean Survey In Mail Soon

Preator Bean
Company

Lynn Preator
PO Box 234

Burlington, WY

307-762-3310   Cell: 307-272-0911

Wyoming Seed
When Quality Counts

Preator_Summer08_kp.indd   1 7/22/08   1:46:56 PM

Looking for a way to better the dry 
beans you grow, boost your bottom 
line and earn some extra cash? The 
Northarvest Bean Growers Associa-
tion is having a drawing for $500 for 
those who fill out the annual dry 
bean crop survey. Everyone who 
submits a questionnaire will be en-
tered into the drawing. 

North Dakota State University 
Extension Entomologist Dr. Janet 
Knodel, who helps with the effort, 
says there’s lots of information in-
cluded in the survey. 

“We try to get information about 
the different classes, varieties grown 
and information on the different 
classes of varieties grown,” she says. 
“Then we try to get information 
on production problems; weather, 
weeds, water damage, drought, 
delayed planting, herbicide injury, 

herbicide drift problems, etc. We 
are also interested how many of 
those acres had problems.”

Knodel says they’ve also been 
getting some information on pur-
chased seed-size problems that 
impacts planting intentions. The 
survey will also look at how farmers 
harvest the beans. 

All growers who are enlisted with 
the Northarvest Dry Bean Grower 
Association will receive the survey 

in the mail starting mid-to-late 
October. The survey results will be 
evaluated in the New Year. “The 
sooner we get these back, the bet-
ter,” says Knodel.

Once received, Northarvest uses 
this information to invest in effec-
tive research projects. In addition 
to the data being used by research 
committee, NDSU Extension spe-
cialists can use the information to 
evaluate the effectiveness of prod-
ucts farmers use on their farm.

“It’s useful information, especially 
for an entomologist like myself,” 
says Knodel. “We know how many 
acres received certain insecticides. 
We could also use this data to help 
support Section 18 to get crisis ex-
emption to use on a new mode of 
action on insecticide.” 
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U.S. Agriculture Secretary Sonny 
Perdue Addresses ANC 2017 Attendees

Brian Doane: 715-495-9929  |  Bob Wachsmuth: 715-495-9926  |  Tricia Kwak: 715-308-6065

U.S. Agriculture Secretary Sonny 
Perdue spoke to attendees dur-
ing the Closing General Session 
of School Nutrition Association’s 
2017 Annual National Conference 
in Atlanta. Perdue’s visit was highly 
anticipated, as this is the first time 
in over 20 years that a Secretary of 
Agriculture has addressed an ANC 
audience. 

A native of Georgia, Perdue said 
he was happy to visit his home state. 
Perdue, who was Georgia’s governor 
from 2003 to 2011, said he can “still 
feel the love of the lunchroom la-
dies” from when he was a kid. Audi-
ence members were very receptive 
to his message of working coopera-
tively to feed the nation’s children. 

“You mold 
the lives of 
the most 
important 
people in 
our country, 
and that’s 
our chil-
dren!” 

Perdue 
received a 
huge ap-

plause when he discussed the proc-
lamation he recently signed which 
is intended to help overcome op-
erational challenges in the National 
School Lunch and School Breakfast 
Programs created by highly restric-
tive sodium, whole grain-rich and 

milk requirements. 
Perdue stated that USDA has a 

new motto, “Do right and feed ev-
eryone.” Additionally, he went on to 
explain that he and the USDA staff 
will continue to work with SNA and 
its members because frontline op-
erators know these programs. “We 
trust you!” 

After the Closing General Ses-
sion, Secretary Perdue met with the 
school nutrition professionals who 
serve on SNA’s incoming and outgo-
ing Board of Directors to hear first-
hand about successes and chal-
lenges as schools work to improve 
menus for students while meeting 
updated nutrition standards for 
meals and snacks. 

Sonny Perdue
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Since 1927 and here for future generations

              Kelley Bean Co. salutes all bean producers. See you in the field!

www.kelleybean.com

Kelley Bean Co.
Since 1927, and Here for Future Generations

www.kelleybean.com

Todd @ mobile:  701-430-0589
Cavalier ND office: 701-265-8328
Email:  tsmith@kelleybean.com

Kerry @ mobile:  701-779-6877
Hatton ND office: 701-543-3000
Email:  krice@kelleybean.com

Keaton @ mobile: 701-331-2615
Mayville ND office: 701-786-2997
Email: kflanagan@kelleybean.com

Left to Right: Kevin Kelley, Dennis Mitchell, Todd Smith, Deon Maasjo,
Keaton Flanagan, Kerry Rice, John Bartsch

Deon @ mobile:  701-678-4384
Oakes ND office: 701-742-3219
Email:  dmaasjo@kelleybean.com

Dennis @ mobile:  218-639-2548
Perham MN office: 218-346-2360
Email:  dmitchell@kelleybean.com
Dale Schultz mobile: 218-371-1443

John Bartsch mobile:  612-759-5868
Regional Mgr office: 763-391-9311
Email:  jbartsch@kelleybean.com

Kelley Bean Co. salutes
all bean producers.

Have a safe and 
successful growing 

season. 
We look forward to 

seeing you in the �eld
this summer.

Mike @          mobile: 701-430-0589             Deon @ mobile: 701-678-4384
Cavalier ND offi ce: 701-265-8328 Oakes ND offi ce: 701-742-3219
Email:            myanish@kelleybean.com     Email: dmaasjo@kelleybean.com

Dean @ mobile: 701-238-5228 Dennis @ mobile: 218-639-2548
Hatton ND offi ce: 701-543-3000 Perham MN offi ce: 218-346-2360
Email: dnelson@kelleybean.com Email: dmitchell@kelleybean.com
       Dale Schultz mobile: 218-371-1443
 

Keaton @ mobile: 701-331-2615 John Bartsch mobile: 612-759-5868
Mayville ND offi ce: 701-786-2997 Regional Mgr offi ce: 763-391-9311
Email: kfl anagan@kelleybean.com Email: jbartsch@kelleybean.com
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          mobile: 218-779-6877

Northarvest Connects with 
School Nutrition Leaders

The Northarvest Bean 
Growers Association had 
an opportunity to engage 
with school foodservice 
leaders from across the 
country at the School 
Nutrition Association’s 
Annual Nutrition Con-
ference. This event in At-
lanta attracted over 6,000 
school nutrition and in-
dustry representatives. 

Northarvest is a corpo-
rate member of SNA and 
exhibited at the confer-
ence. The exhibit focused 
on the health benefits 
of dry edible beans, 

culinary and serving 
strategies to improve 
consumption of bean 
dishes at the school 
level. 

Recipe cards were 
distributed, highlight-
ing Indian-spiced 
black bean burgers, 
pinto bean hummus 
and smoky tomato and 
white bean soup. Spe-
cial foodservice recipe 
ideas were also featured 
with white bean turkey 
chili, Mexican lasagna 
and black and white 
bean salad. Northarvest was part of the SNA trade show.
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CANADA UP
Statistics Canada’s survey of 

24,500 farms shows farmers planted 
307,000 acres of dry beans this 
spring, up 30,000 acres (10.9%) from 
last year. Ontario’s acreage is up 
20,000 from last year, while Mani-
toba’s is down 7,000 acres. For the 
first time ever, Canadian farmers 
planted more canola than wheat, 
seeding a record-high 22.8 million 
acres of canola, up 12 percent from 
last year. Canada’s soybean acres 
are also record-large, at 7.3 million 
acres, up 33 percent from last year.

FARM BILL ALLIANCE
The Specialty Crop Farm Bill Al-

liance has sent a letter to the Chair 
and Ranking Members of the Senate 
and House Agriculture, and Agri-
culture Appropriations Subcom-
mittees outlining disappointment 
with President Trump’s budget 

proposals for fiscal year 2018. The 
Alliance shared why the Specialty 
Crop Block Grants, the Market Ac-
cess Program (MAP), IR-4 and Crop 
Insurance, among other programs, 
are vital to the success of specialty 
crop producers. the Specialty Crop 

Block Grants have funded 7,400 
projects that allow competitiveness 
in the marketplace and address pest 
mitigation and plant health. The 
President’s budget calls for elimina-
tion of this program. Also targeted 
for elimination is MAP, which ad-
dresses aspects of foreign market 
development and promotion that 
are crucial to dry edible beans. Con-
cerns over a 14 percent proposed 
reduction in APHIS Plant Health 
programs and Value-added produc-
er grants being cut or eliminated 
were also highlighted.

ELECTION RESULTS
The Minnesota Department of 

Agriculture has announced the re-
sults of the recent election for the 
Minnesota Dry Bean Research and 
Promotion Council. Reelected to 
represent District 3 is Don Stueve, 
and Alan Peterson was elected to 
represent District 4, succeeding Jim 
Zenk. Zenk, who has retired, served 
12 years on the Council. Peterson 
farms near Clear Lake.

North America’s reliable and independent wholesale dry bean seed provider.
Producing top quality western grown seed.

Big enough to serve, small enough to care!

Justin Varner Treasure Valley Seed Treasure Valley Seed  
19669 W. Townline Rd.             17781 Hwy 95 313 South Fair St.
Saint Charles, MI 48655 Wilder, ID 83676 Powell, WY 82435
Mobile: 989-708-1954 Phone: 208-337-4626 Phone: 307-754-3121
Email: Justin@tvseed.com Fax: 208-337-3553 Fax: 307-754-3936
Website: www.tvseed.com www.tvseed.com www.tvseed.com
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DISTRICT ELECTIONS 
NOTIFICATION

Northarvest will be holding a 
mail ballot election for districts 1, 
4 and 7.  Election results will be 
announced at Bean Day 2018.
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www.engstrombean.com

Phone: 701.466.2398
Fax: 701.466.2076

Buyers And Processors Of:
Pinto Beans, Black Turtle Beans, And Barley.

Processing Plant in Leeds
Pinto And Black Bean Seed Available

Call Today For The Latest Pricing! Or Visit Us On The Web 

Kris Volden - Plant Manager

Brian and James Engstrom - Owners

              Buyers of Navy 
Pintos - Satellite for Central Valley Bean

Thompsons USA Limited
41703 US Hwy. 2 SW  |   P.O. Box 374  
East Grand Forks, Minnesota 56721

Tel:  (218) 773-8834 or (800) 773-8834  |   Fax:  (218) 773-9809
Email:  jvrolyk@thompsonslimited.com
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January 18-19, 2018
Fargo Holiday Inn

A block of rooms is available until December 19, 2017
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TROY NEWHOUSE 

Fisher, MN 
Dry beans, sugarbeets, wheat and corn

Tell us a little bit about your farm and how you 
got into farming.  “It’s a family farm. I am the fourth 
generation. I’ve always lived on the farm. My grandpa 
and dad farmed so it is in my blood and I always want-
ed to take it over.”

What classes of dry bean do you grow and 
why?  “We grow navy beans, black beans and we have 
also done some pintos and pinks. We are able to con-
ventionally combine the navy and black beans.”

What is your favorite piece of farm equipment?  
“My favorite piece of equipment is the combine. I enjoy 

operating the combine and it’s fun to see the yields you 
reap when you put in the effort.”

Do you have any other hobbies?  “I enjoy hunting, 
fishing and sports, especially football. I watch the Min-
nesota Vikings and University of North Dakota Fighting 
Hawks.” 

What is the best part about being a farmer?  “I 
would say being able to control your own destiny to 
some extent: you are your own boss. I like the flex-
ibility of being able to work in this environment under 
your own expression. You can’t control factors such as 
weather, but there are a lot of factors that are within 
your control.  It’s fun and exciting to look at how you 
can do things differently each year even with the fac-
tors that are working against you. I enjoy the challenge 
of farming and working around and with them to be-
come more profitable.”

RANDY SCHALEY
Niagara, ND
Wheat, soybeans and edible beans

Tell us a little bit about your farm. How did you 
get into farming?  “I started farming at a young age. 
Right out of high school, I began to farm. I continued 
through college. When I got done with college, I even-
tually expanded my operation by farming more acres.” 

What classes of dry bean do you grow and 
why?  “We primarily grow pinto beans. We have raised 
black beans in the past. They are mostly conventional 
windbreakers, but we are doing a few upright Santa 
Cruz.” 

What is your favorite piece of farm equipment?  
“My favorite piece of equipment would have to be the 

Case IH Early Riser 1250, 24 row planter. It is a nice im-
provement over our previous planter.”

Do you have any other hobbies?  “We like to 
spend time at the lake and go to sporting events when 
we have the time. I follow the major three sports: foot-
ball, baseball and basketball. We are big fans North Da-
kota State University’s Bison football team.”

Where would you go on your dream vacation?  
“I would go back to Hawaii. We went there two years 
ago. Otherwise, I would go back to the Caribbean 
where we visited three or four years ago. 

What is the best part about being a farmer?  
“The best part of being a farmer is the flexibility and the 
management of yourself. You get to be your own boss 
and make your own decisions on everything. I am able 
to manage the business side of it the way I see fit.”



If you’re not using a Sund to pick up your crop, you may think shatter, field losses and dockage are 
just normal conditions of harvesting. But they don’t have to be.

With the Sund Raking pickup you’ll be able to gently pick up swaths, bean rows or field peas while 
leaving dirt and rocks on the ground where they belong. The result is cleaner crop in your bin and 
more of it. Also available is the Sund Pickup and Universal header combination that can’t be beat.

Visit our website at Sundmfg.com to view the Sund Raking Pickup in a 
variety of crops. Then see your nearest Sund dealer or phone Fred Sund at 
1-800-334-7863 ext 121. You may also contact Mark Hatloy at Hamilton 
Systems to learn more about the Universal Header/Sund Pickup  
combination at 701-454-3875. Newburg, North Dakota 58762

We pickup
what others
leave behind.
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