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At Seedwest, quality comes in

a variety of
ways.

Black Cat-Black, Medalist Navy and La Paz Pinto, to name a few.
These high-yielding* seed varieties are:
• suitable for direct harvest
• sourced using Western growers that produce “Blue Tag” certiﬁed seed
• grown in arid climates and certiﬁed to be virtually disease-free

Discover the advantages of Seedwest seed. Contact your local dealer today!
(701) 730-4037 | seedwest@adm.com | www.seedwest.com
*Yield depends on a variety of factors beyond ADM’s control, such as weather conditions, etc.
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SETTING THE AGENDA
The 42nd Annual Bean Day is coming up fast; Friday, January 20th at
the Holiday Inn in Fargo. Much of the conversation will likely be focused
on what the actual size of the 2016 dry bean crop was, particularly here
in Northarvest. I sense that the industry is still trying
to determine how many beans will be available. The
significant number of acres lost due to excess moisture
is a huge factor, as is the quality of the last of the beans
harvested, as the harvest lingered well into November.
On the other hand, some growers harvested one of
their best dry bean crops in 2016.
The shorter crop presents somewhat of a
challenge for the Northarvest Board of Directors. We always take a rather
conservative approach to our budget situation, and take the investment
of your checkoff dollars very seriously. Our priority is research, to help
growers be better dry bean producers, but market development and
promotion are also very critical.
There are three categories of research dollars: the North Dakota Specialty
Crop Block Grants, Northarvest Bean Growers Association, and royalties
from dry bean seed. The total amount of funds appropriated for the last
two years is approximately $1.8 million to NDSU researchers. Northarvest
is very appreciative of this amount of funding to support our dry bean
industry. You’ll see more details about Northarvest’s appropriations in the
annual report of your association in this issue.
In this issue, you’ll see USDA’s latest crop production estimate, as well as
an update on Mexico’s crop and possible import needs, which play a major
factor in our market outlook. You will also read about the reverse trade
mission in September that attracted some new interest from Brazil and
India.
Also in this issue are reports on some problems shipping beans into the
Dominican Republic, China cutting dry bean acreage, and a grower’s first
experience growing NDSU’s new Talon dark red kidney bean. You’ll also
enjoy learning more about the 50-year farming career of Jim Zenk, whose
retirement will also mean an end to his 12-years on the Northarvest Board
of Directors. Jim will be missed!
Other features in this issue include O’Toole Seed, as well as two growers
in our Pulse of the Industry segment.
The Bean Day agenda includes some of the many familiar researchers
from the NDSU Extension Service in the morning, as well as 2017 market
outlooks in the afternoon.
Hope to see you in Fargo on January 20!
Sincerely,

Tom Kennelly, President
Northarvest Bean Growers Association
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Get ready to grow more.
A specially formulated blend of encapsulated Rhizobia dry bean inoculant with the benefits of the iGET
technology. Graph-Ex SA for Dry Beans is labeled for pinto beans, navy beans, great northern beans, kidney
beans, black beans, snap beans, wax beans, field or canning beans, cranberry beans, garden and string beans,
pink beans and scarlet runner beans.
Proven yield benefits
Improved seedling vigor
Grower applied
Easy on equipment
Better seed flowability
Patented talc/
graphite carrier

™

for Dry Beans

For more information contact
your local ABM dealer or:
Vince Wertman
Regional Sales Manager
507-379-5923 Office
507-402-6078 Cell
vincewertman@ABM1st.com
www.ABM1st.com

An American Company Producing Global Results for Agriculture

© 2015 All rights reserved. All products are trademarks or registered trademarks of Advanced Biological Marketing

Advanced Biological Marketing | PO Box 222 | Van Wert, OH 45891 | Office (877) 617-2461

@ABM1st

SRS Commodities - Mayville

SRS
COMMODITIES
Buyers and Processors of Pinto and Black Beans

Rick Harpestad, Manager
P.O. Box 386,
411 2nd Avenue NE
Mayville, ND 58257
Ph: 701.786.3402 / 888.922.3402
Email: rick@srscommodities.com
Website: www.srscommodities.com

SRS Commodities - Falkirk
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Vince Wer
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507-379-5
507-402-6
vincewert
www.ABM
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Raedel’s
Hardsurface Welding
Hardsurface pinto bean knives -- Heath, Speedy and Orthman knives

Hardsurface advantages:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Do not need a rod weeder.
No plant pull.
Self sharpening.
Slick cut of bean plant and all weeds.
Cut plant minimum depth of ground
-- less dirt in beans.
6) If off rows, plant is cut as long as plant
contacts the end of knife.

DEPARTMENTS
3

Starting Point

19

Bean Briefs

46

Pulse of the Industry

Have knives on hand.

Appreciate orders as early as possible.
Also hardsurface: Plow lays (all makes of plow); cultivator
shovels; chisel plow points; NH-3 fertilizer knives; and
spikes for cultivator, chisel plows and regular applicators

ON THE COVER

Joe Safranski
Travis Stegman

10095 Hwy 18, Cavalier ND 58220
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For Olivia, MN and Northarvest
Bean Growers Association
Director Jim Zenk, the 2016
harvest was his 50th and last.

Joe: (701) 265-2210 | Travis: (701) 520-4426
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MAKE NEXT SEASON

YOUR BEST SEASON
Put out a fall or winter application of Sonalan 10G
and get your lentils & peas off to a great start
Broad spectrum weed control – even against multi-resistant biotypes
SonAlan is now backed by

EPA REGISTRATION nO 10163-355
SONALAN® IS A registered trademark of Gowan Company, L.L.C.
READ AND FOLLOW ALL LABEL DIRECTIONS.

800.883.1844 · www.gowanco.com

January 19-20, 2017
Fargo Holiday Inn
Bean Day at a Glance
January 19, 5:00 p.m.
Pre-Bean Day Reception
				
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
January 20, 8:30 a.m.
Bean Day Trade Show
				and Registration Begin
January 20, 10:15 a.m. Program Begins
January 20, 3:00 p.m.
Bean Day Concludes
January 2017 Northarvest Bean Grower
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Bean Day Program -- January 20
Morning Program
8:30 - 10:15 a.m.

Registration, Coffee

10:15 - 10:20 a.m.

Setting the Agenda
Tom Kennelly, President
Northarvest Bean Growers Association

10:20 - 10:40 a.m.

A Disease and Research Update
Dr. Julie Pasche, Associate Professor
Department of Plant Pathology
North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND

10:40 - 11:00 a.m.

The Zollinger Report: Can Dry Bean and
Dicamba Resistant Soybean Co-exist
Dr. Richard Zollinger, Extension Weed
Specialist, NDSU Extension Service
North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19
PRE-BEAN DAY RECEPTION
Join us Thursday for a pre-Bean
Day reception and an opportunity to
socialize with exhibitors and fellow
growers from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. Cash
bar and hors d’oeuvre/sandwich buffet
will be available. There is no fee to
attend. Hope to see you there.

BEAN DAY LODGING DIRECTORY
The Fargo, N.D., Holiday Inn at I-29
& 13th Ave SW, is the headquarters
hotel for Bean Day. Make your room
reservations by calling the hotel
directly. Phone (701) 282-2700. The
Holiday Inn Express -- (701) 282-2000
-- is also adjacent to the Holiday Inn
parking lot. For a list of other FargoMoorhead hotels/motels, visit www.
fargomoorhead.org.
8
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11:00 - 11:20 a.m.

NDSU Dry Bean Breeding Update:
Research Activities and
Performance of New Varieties
Dr. Juan Osorno, Dry Bean Breeding &
Genetics, Department of Plant Sciences
North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND

11:20 - 11:40 a.m.

Innovations and Reaching
Today’s Consumer
David Zimmerman, Strategic Sourcing
and Contract Manufacturing
Bush Brothers and Company
Knoxville, Tennessee

11:40-12:00 p.m.

Revenue Insurance for Dry Bean:
Program Changes Update
Alex Offerdahl, Crop Insurance Division Head
Watts and Associates, Billings, MT

12:00 - 1:30 p.m.

Lunch

Afternoon Program
1:30 - 1:45 p.m.

Association Business
Tom Kennelly, President
1) District Director Elections, (3, 6, 9)

1:45 – 2:05 p.m.

Large-Scale UAS Applications
in Agriculture
Brock Jenson, Graduate Student
Department of Agricultural and
Biosystems Engineering
North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND

2:05- 2:25 p.m.

Farmer Fueled Dry Bean
Production Support
Alvin Klassen, President
Dry Bean World Inc.
Thornhill, Manitoba Canada

2:45- 3:05 p.m.

Light Red Kidney, Dark Red Kidney,
Supply and Demand Situation
Cindy Brown
Chippewa Valley Bean Co., Inc.
Menomonie, WI

2:25- 2:45 p.m.

Pinto, Navy, Black Bean
Supply and Demand Situation
John Bartsch, Senior Trader/General Manager
MN/ND, Kelley Bean Company
Maple Grove, MN

Bean Day Exhibitors
ADM Edible Bean
Specialties Inc.
Appleton, MN (320) 289-2430
Cavalier, ND (701) 265-8385
Galesburg, ND (701) 488-2214
Grafton, ND (701) 352-1030
St. Thomas, ND (701) 257-6721
Olivia, MN (320) 523-1637
Northwood, ND (701) 587-5900
Casselton, ND (701) 347-5321

ADM SeedWest

Bratney Equipment Company

Idaho Bean Commission

Rapat Corporation

Ron Purvis
3811 Basset Creek Drive
Golden Valley, MN 55422
Cell: (612) 804-8505

821 W State St.
Boise, ID 83702
(208) 334-3520

919 O’Donnell Street
Hawley, MN 56549
(218) 483-3344

Kelley Bean Co.

Raedel’s Hardsurface Welding

Cavalier, ND (701) 265-8328
Mayville, ND (701) 786-2997
Perham, MN (218) 346-2360
Hatton, ND (701) 543-3000
Oakes, ND (701) 742-3219
Maple Grove, MN (763) 391-9311
Scottsbluff, NE (308) 635-6438

Joe Safranski, Travis Stegman
10095 Hwy 18
Cavalier, ND 58220
(701) 265-2210 | (701) 520-4426

Chippewa Valley
Bean Co., Inc
N2960 730th St
Menomonie, WI 54751
(715) 664-8342

John Jones
PO Box 173
Moorhead, MN 56560
(701) 730-4037 (Cell)
(218) 233-6573 (Office)

FMC Agricultural Solutions

Advanced Grain
Handling System

Gateway Building System

823 Main St W
Mayville, ND 58257
(701) 788-8925

Agri-Resources Inc

Rick Mohan
1751 6th St. E.
West Fargo, ND 58078
(701) 840-7792

2138 Main Avenue W
West Fargo, ND 58078
(701) 293-7202

Gowan USA

5621 53rd Ave SW
Fargo, ND 58104
(701) 277-3221

Marsha Van Laere
560 41st St. NE
Northwood, ND 58267
(218) 779-7986

BalCon Enterprises

Haberer Foods International

Kirk Kalkbrenner
PO Box 799 - 2007 Jack Nicklaus Dr.
Elk Point, SD 57025
(605) 670-1760

41591 180th St
Morris, MN 56267
(320) 795-2468

Bonanza Bean LLC
PO Box 164
8 Industrial Blvd
Morris, MN 56267
(320) 585-2326

Hamilton Systems, Inc.
15526 90th St. NE
Drayton, ND 58225
(701) 454-3875

Healthy Food Ingredients
4666 Amber Valley Parkway
Fargo, ND 58104
(218) 356-4106

The McGregor Company
Mike Erickson
568 Grange Lane
Twin Falls, ID 83301
(208) 305-7458

The Scoular Company
PO Box 85, 415 Hwy 32 S
St. Hilaire, MN 56754
(218) 964-5407

Satake USA Inc.
10905 Cash Road
Stafford, TX 77477
(281) 276-3600

North Dakota Bean LLC
2120 N. Washington Street
Grand Forks, ND 58203
(701) 203-8088

Sund Mfg.
Fred Sund
260 County Road 20
Newburg, ND 58762
(800) 334-7863

Northern Bag & Box Co.
311 S 4th Street Suite 109
Grand Forks, ND 58201
(800) 551-6982

Syngenta

Northwest Chemical
PO Box 33 - 301 Emery Street
Emerado, ND 58228
(800) 315-2469

NVF, Inc. (Liquid Fertilizer)
1581 Freedom Avenue NE
Manvel, ND 58256
(701) 696-2484

Tony Severa
15460 Pecan Lane, P.O. Box 79
Caldwell, ID 83607
(208) 301-8149

Thompson’s USA Ltd
PO Box 374
East Grand Forks, MN 56721
(218) 773-8834

Trinidad Benham
3650 South Yosemite, Suite 300
Denver, CO 80237
(303) 220-1400

Pickett Equipment
Steve Pickett
976 E Main
Burley, ID 83318
(800) 678-0855

2017 Northarvest Bean Elections
District 3 (ND), District 6 (ND) and District 9 (MN) director positions
on the Northarvest Bean Growers Association are up for election in
2017. The elections are being conducted through mail ballot. After
committee review, the election results will be announced at the
42nd Annual Bean Day.
Any dry bean producer who plants or causes to be planted a dry
bean crop in which the person has an ownership interest, with the
intent that upon maturity the crop will be harvested within the
district, and resides within that district, may become a candidate for
the Association.

Northarvest
Election Districts
January 2017 Northarvest Bean Grower
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Dry Bean Crop 8 Percent Smaller in 2016
United States dry edible bean production is
forecast at 27.8 million
hundredweight (cwt) for
2016, down 8 percent,
or over 2.3 million cwt,
from 2015. Planted area
is estimated at 1.66 million acres, down 6 percent
from 2015. USDA estimates harvested area at
1.57 million acres, 8.5 per-

cent below the previous
year. The average United
States yield is forecast at
1,772 pounds per acre,
an increase of 12 pounds
from 2015.
USDA made some fairly
big changes in its dry bean
production estimates in
the October crop report.
The crop was reduced six
percent from the August

forecast as harvested
acres were cut 91,000 and
the average yield was reduced by nine pounds per
acre.
USDA cut North Dakota’s dry bean crop forecast seven percent from
August, as harvested acres
are down 65,000, offsetting a yield increase from
1,470 pounds per acre to

1,520 pounds. That compares to 1,400 cwt in 2015.
Minnesota’s dry bean
crop is 11 percent below
the August forecast, due
mainly to a 15,000 acre
decline in harvested
acres. USDA estimates
Minnesota’s average yield
at 2,150 pounds per acre,
10 pounds above 2015.

DRY EDIBLE BEAN AREA HARVESTED, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION - STATES AND UNITED STATES: 2015 AND FORECASTED OCTOBER 1, 2016
State

Area harvested

Yield per acre1

2015

2016

2015

2016

1,000 acres

pounds

Arizona 2

9.1

(NA)

2,070

(NA)

188

(NA)

California

44.5

48.0

2,310

2,320

1,029

1,114

Colorado

46.5

43.0

1,820

1,800

846

774

Idaho

119.0

139.0

1,800

2,000

2,141

2,780

Kansas 2

7.8

(NA)

2,500

(NA)

195

(NA)

Michigan

272.0

206.0

2,030

1,780

5,533

3,667

Minnesota

182.0

148.0

2,140

2,150

3,896

3,182

Montana

47.3

98.5

1,340

1,400

634

1,379

Nebraska

131.0

130.0

2,380

2,280

3,117

2,964

New Mexico 2

12.9

(NA)

2,050

(NA)

264

(NA)

New York 2

7.8

(NA)

1,510

(NA)

118

(NA)

635.0

570.0

1,400

1,520

8,901

8,664

Oregon 2

9.0

(NA)

2,300

(NA)

207

(NA)

South Dakota 2

11.6

(NA)

1,770

(NA)

205

(NA)

Texas

28.0

26.0

1,400

1,500

392

390

Washington

109.0

129.0

1,450

1,800

1,582

2,322

Wisconsin 2

7.9

(NA)

2,030

(NA)

160

(NA)

Wyoming

31.0

30.0

2,300

1,800

713

540

1,711.4

1,567.5

1,760

1,772

30,121

27,776

North Dakota

United States
1
2

10

Clean basis.
Estimates discontinued in 2016
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2015

2016

Production1

1,000 cwt

2016 Annual Report

N O R T H A R V E S T

B E A N
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2016 - 2017

Budget by Category
GENERAL
3%
NUTRITION RESEARCH
COMMUNICATIONS
PROMOTION
6%
10%
DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM
16%
MANAGEMENT
24%

RESEARCH
21%

Northarvest Directory
NORTHARVEST BEAN GROWERS ASSOCIATION
TOM KENNELLY

President, District 1
14806 78th St NE
Grafton, ND 58237 • 701-520-3040

NATIONAL &
REGIONAL PROMOTION
20%

DAVID DICKSON

Vice President, District 2
908 28th Ave S
Grand Forks, ND 58201 • 218-779-3801

ERIC JORGENSON

Director, District 3
6509 55th Ave NE
Leeds, ND 58346 • 701-739-6189

JEFF JULIUSON

ANNUAL BUDGET
APPROPRIATION BY CATEGORY

Director, District 4
PO Box 212, 509 Bates Ave
Hope, ND 58046 • 701-238-4790

EXPENSE

Director, District 5
8753 167th Ave SE
Hankinson, ND 58041• 701-640-1687

JUSTIN RETTERATH

Director, District 6
PO Box 645, 2626 8th St SW
Washburn, ND 58577 • 701-315-0082

ERIC SAMUELSON

Treasurer, District 7
30966 280TH St. SW
Crookston, MN • 218-289-0310

JON EWY

Director, District 8
57140 310th St
Deer Creek, MN 56527 • 218-371-5465

THOMAS ARNOLD

Director, District 9
2060 20th St NW
Appleton, MN 56208 • 320-760-2734

JOE MAUCH

Nutrition Research/Promotion

2015-16

2016-17

229,700

117,400

Program Management

287,600

293,495

National &
Regional Promotion

156,235

240,850

Research

317,524

248,827

Development

188,500

196,500

Communication

68,100

68,100

General

54,985

34,828

1,302,644

1,200,000

TOTAL

MINNESOTA DRY BEAN
RESEARCH AND
PROMOTION COUNCIL
TROY NEWHOUSE

Area 1 Council Member
2227 5th Ave NW
East Grand Forks, MN 56721 • 218-289-5031

NORM KRAUSE

Area 2 Council Member/ Treasurer
43035 County #21
Staples, MN • 218-296-0920

DON STUEVE

Area 3 Council Member / Vice Chairman
6748 560th St
Dumont, MN 56236 • 320-305-0427

JAMES ZENK

Area 4 Council Member
501 N 10th S
Olivia, MN 56277 • 320-894-4459

INCOME

MARK DOMBECK

North Dakota
Dry Bean Council

840,806

850,000

Area 5 Council Member /Chairman
48041 County Road 13
Perham, MN 56573 • 218-371-9527

Minnesota Dry Bean Research &
Promotion Council

311,838

350,000

Mission Statement

Northarvest Bean
Growers Association
TOTAL

12

150,000

0

1,302,644

1,200,000
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NORTH DAKOTA
DRY BEAN COUNCIL
ROGER CARIGNAN

District 1 Council Member/ Treasurer
12662 91st St NE
Cavalier, ND 58220 • 701-265-2530

KEVIN REGAN

District 2 Council Member
8424 64th St NE
Webster, ND, 58382 • 701-739-7744

GRADY THORSGARD

District 3 Council Member
660 28th St NE
Northwood, ND 58267 • 218-779-5556

JOSHUA IHRY

District 4 Council Member
P.O. Box 161, 308 Bates Avenue
Hope, ND 58046 • 701-261-6712

SCOTT MUND

District 5 Council Member/ Chairman
14462 83rd St SE
Milnor, ND 58060 • 701-680-0377

LEANN SCHAFER

District 6 Council Member/Vice Chair
5810 19th St NE
New Rockford, ND 58356 • 701-302-0568

NHBGA, growers representing growers through the check-off system, is North
America’s largest supplier of quality dry beans. Working together to better the
industry through promotion, research, market development, education of
consumers and monitoring of governmental policy. Our future goals must be
continued market exposure and careful monitoring of new ideas, consumer
choices, and producer needs.

Northarvest Bean
Growers Association
50072 East Lake Seven Road
Frazee, MN 56544

NORTHARVEST
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
RESEARCH
Norm Krause, (Chair), Jon Ewy, Eric
Jorgenson, Jeff Juliuson, Kevin Regan,
Roger Carignan, Mark Dombeck, James
Zenk, Troy Newhouse

LEGISLATIVE
Eric Samuelson (Chair), James Zenk,
David Dickson, Justin Retterath, Tom
Arnold, Grady Thorsgard, Norm Krause,
Joshua Ihry

CROP INSURANCE
James Zenk (Chair), Joshua Ihry, Tom
Arnold, Jeff Juliuson , Eric Samuelson,
Roger Carignan, Norm Krause, Don
Stueve, Troy Newhouse

PROMOTION
Leann Schafer (Chair), Jeff Juliuson, Jon
Ewy, David Dickson, Justin Retterath,
Roger Carignan, Mark Dombeck, Kevin
Regan, Joshua Ihry

COMMUNICATION
David Dickson (Chair), Eric Jorgenson,
Jeff Juliuson, Leann Schafer, Don Stueve,
Mark Dombeck, Kevin Regan

U.S. DRY BEAN COUNCIL
Scott Mund (Delegate)
Joe Mauch (Alternate)

FOOD AID
Grady Thorsgard (Chair), Kevin Regan,
Tom Arnold, Leann Schafer, Mark
Dombeck, Troy Newhouse, Don Stueve

POLICY AND NOMINATING
COMMMITTEE
Jon Ewy (Chair), Troy Newhouse, Kevin
Regan, Joe Mauch, Eric Samuelson

The Northarvest Board President is
Ex-officio member of all committees.

NORTHARVEST STAFF
TIM COURNEYA

Executive Vice President

FROM

THE

PRESIDENT

A Look Back at 2016
Hello from everyone here at Northarvest. This edition of the Northarvest Annual Report gives you an account of who we are as a bean industry.
‘Waterlogged’ best describes this past year. Once the rains came, they never seemed
to stop. As Mother Nature shows us who is in control of the weather, we turn our efforts
to other matters…..we prioritize, we invest, we do our homework and make the NHB
industry a vibrant, forward moving association.
It has been over 40 years since the Northarvest Bean Growers Association was established. Through the years we have
had your best interest at heart as we continue to provide you
with a collection of tools and resources to help your organization prosper. Whether it is through this magazine, the Red
River Farm Network, or partnering with others in our industry, your success is vital to this association and to the food
industry by providing a stable and healthy product for the
world.
One area we are proud of is our emphasis in research. Our
support in agronomic and breeding research projects continues to be a strong one, especially with the researchers at NDSU. They work hard on
the dry bean breeding program, focusing on disease research, plant establishment and,
of course, the slow darkening pinto breeding project. After years of research, certified
growers planted approximately 31,000 pounds of foundation seed this year so hopefully
growers are able to plant ‘Palomino’ seed for commercial use in 2017.
2016 marked the end of the 4-year pilot of a non-futures revenue insurance product
for five classes of dry beans. This program was spearheaded by your Association and
now growers will need to determine how to move forward with the program. The Risk
Management Agency, product developer, and the dry bean growers will begin discussions about this soon.
Promoting beans overseas is another vital component to our industry as global demand is expected to keep increasing. This past year, several NHB directors represented
your industry in the countries of India, Colombia, Dubai, Dominican Republic, Mexico,
and Zambia. These countries have really been impressed with the quality of the US dry
beans and demand is up significantly.
On the domestic front we partnered with our local bean dealers (North Central Bean
Dealers Association), Senators Heitkamp, Hoeven, Klobuchar and Franken to encourage Secretary Vilsack to use his authority under Section 32 to make purchases for surplus removal of pinto beans. That partnership proved to be successful with surplus pinto
and great northern beans (spearheaded by Nebraska) being purchased in early 2016
under the authority of Section 32.
The Northarvest Board, the North Dakota Dry Bean Council and the Minnesota Dry
Bean Research and Promotion Council continue to work hard for the Northarvest dry
bean growers. As you read this annual report, you can see all the different and innovative ways your check-off dollars are being put to good use.
We wish you a safe and prosperous 2017 dry bean season.

FAYE COURNEYA

Office Manager

Tom Kennelly, President
Northarvest Bean Growers Association
January 2017 Northarvest Bean Grower
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Development
Developing Foreign Markets
•

NHB board member Grady Thorsgard, Northwood, ND, attended the India Pulse
& Grains Association conference in Jaipur, India to promote dry beans in this
crop production area that is experiencing shortages.

•

NHB board member Mark Dombeck, Perham, MN, on a USDBC trade mission to
Zimbabwe and Zambia this past March, met with non-government organizations
to help with food aid.

•

The US Food Council is fighting very hard to stop changing from the practice of
contributing food aid and turning it into an all cash-based system. The feeling is
that this change would have a devastating impact on US agriculture.

•

President Tom Kennelly, along with Northarvest board members Joe Mauch
and Scott Mund, participated in the 2016 International-Mexico/U.S. Dry Bean
Congress in Mexico.

•

An ambitious trade mission to increase North Dakota’s market share sent Ag
Commissioner Doug Goehring and others to Colombia in March, where there
was interest in beans, peas, lentils and pulse flour

14

Northarvest Bean Grower January 2017

Communication
The Red River Farm Network/Northarvest partnership
includes the Northarvest BeanGrower magazine, ‘Dry Bean
Scene’ weekly dry bean radio program which airs each Friday
at 12:37 p.m., and the Northarvest weekly e-newsletter.  
Spend less time searching and more time reading and
listening. From a trade mission to Cuba, reverse trade
missions to Northarvest, annual meeting of the growers and
industry, the business of “BEANS” is being delivered to your
mail box, radio or computer. It provides you with the latest
information in the bean industry and lets you know what
your organization is working on. The partnership makes an
effort to keep you informed with timely news impacting the
dry bean industry reporting from over 200 different farm
meetings and events.

•

A delegation from Northarvest
met with growers and importers from the
Dominican Republic last February. The Dominicans
had crop issues which took a toll on their crop and are
looking to purchase big volumes of dry beans, mainly
pinto and black beans.

•

Working through the United States Dry Bean Council
our dry bean growers made contact with countries
around the globe maintaining existing markets, meeting
with food aid ministers, exploring opportunities to
develop new markets, monitoring trade policy and
market trends and discussing dry bean demand with
importers, wholesalers, packagers, and retailers. The
common goal of promoting the U.S. dry bean trade,
both in the United States and abroad, educates
consumers, health professionals, educators and the
media about the good taste, nutritional value and
versatility of beans. At the conclusion of the day, the
United States Dry Bean Council exists to increase
the consumption of U.S. Beans worldwide. Scott
Mund, Milnor, ND and Joe Mauch, Hankinson, ND are
Northarvest members to the USDBC Board of Directors.  

January 2017 Northarvest Bean Grower
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Nutrition Research & Promotion
•

“Innovating Beans: Linking Agronomic Aims with Functional
Attributes to Increase Dry Bean Consumption for Human
Health” has been funded by USDA-NIFA’s Specialty Crop
Research Initiative. The goal is to bridge the whole value
chain between the growers, the processors, the food industry,
and consumers, and bringing researchers in throughout
many aspects of the program. The idea is to get more people
consuming beans to have a positive impact on public health,
while at the same time help move more beans through the
market.

•

better understanding of food and nutrition, people can make

The Dry Bean Quarterly Newsletter continued to provide

educated decisions that will help them to take control of their

information on the health benefits of dry bean consumption.
It was printed and distributed to over 25,000 RDNs and
emailed to over 35,000 RDNs in targeted practice groups.

health.
•

registered dieticians addressing timely issues and is intended

DBQ has now been replaced by a monthly Bean Bulletin.
•

database that includes all 10 types of beans grown in the
Northarvest region. Check out the videos and educational
presentations that are added frequently.
•

The Agriculture and Health and Human Services Departments
released the 2015 Dietary Guidelines, which includes
consuming a variety of beans for a healthy lifestyle. With a

16

to “keep in touch” with RDN’s and the rest of the public. Sign

The new Bean Institute website continues to add new
content. It contains lots of new features, including a recipe

Northarvest Bean Grower January 2017

The monthly Bean Bulletin will be emailed to 35,000

up for the bulletin at http://beaninstitute.com/bean-bulletin/
•

The Dry Bean Health Research Program (DBRHP) continues to
fund grants. Dr. Elizabeth Ryan currently received a grant for
over 1.6 million dollars spread over five years for her project
‘Rice Bran and Dry Bean metabolomes for Human Dietary
Exposure Biomarkers’. The Northarvest DBHRP has now
generated approximately $6.9 million of grants funded by the
National Institute of Health, USDA or other funding sources.

Production Research
Northarvest has done extensive research over the past 40 years. For this
upcoming year, Northarvest budgeted $248,827 in our research efforts.
Our many projects include:
•

Evaluation of selected plant nutrition treatments

•

Improving Salinity and waterlogging stress resilience in dry edible
beans

•

Dry bean improvement for the Northern Plains

•

Optimizing fungicide application timing for control of white mold in
pinto, black and navy beans

•

Dry edible bean disease research

•

Development of soybean cyst nematode resistant dry bean breeding

•

New this year is the North Dakota State University Pest Management
App. This free tool offers you better ways to diagnose problems in
your fields

Our most exciting and recent project is the release of ‘Palomino’, a new
slow darkening (sd) pinto bean variety that naturally reduces the rate and
amount of after-darkening of pinto beans in storage. Dr. Juan Osorno and
his staff tested more than 150 breeding before selecting Palomino.
In FY15 the North Dakota Department of Agriculture awarded 27 specialty
crop grants totaling over $2.4 mil. NDSU received eight of the grants
related to dry bean research, which totaled over $830,839 in funds to
be put toward research fighting white mold, soybean cyst nematode,
anthracnose, rust, common blight, bioactive enrichment for health etc.
FY16 specialty crop grants for dry bean totaled $158,072.

January 2017 Northarvest Bean Grower
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Regional & National Promotion
•

The Northarvest Bean Growers Association was at the Healthy Kitchens Healthy Lives at the Culinary Institute of America, St.
Helena, CA in February.

•

The Northarvest Bean Growers exhibited at the School Nutrition Association Annual National Conference July 11-13 in San
Antonio, Texas. Northarvest distributed a variety of materials to attendees including five newly-developed school recipes, Bean
Institute website promotional cards, and three home-based recipe cards.

•

NHB shared nutrition information, health benefits and recipe ideas with over 1,500 attendees at the Academy of Nutrition and
Dietetics Conference & Expo, Nashville, TN.

•

Northarvest sponsored a webinar titled, ‘Simply Delicious, Naturally Nutritious’ to Food and Culinary Professionals, which is one of
28 dietetic practice groups within the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics.

•

Northarvest participated in the 2016 Ag in the Classroom sites at Bismarck, Minot and Fargo

•

Beaninstitute.com is now online and features recipes and videos from culinary leaders, promotes tips on cooking with beans, bean
nutrition and health info and more.

•
•

“Beans 101: A Farm to Fork Overview” to appeal to a broader audience of website viewers.
Northarvest and the U of M Extension Service provided a training seminar at the Minnesota School Nutrition Association annual
conference in July. The goal was to empower school nutrition professionals to serve dishes to encourage students to select, eat
and enjoy healthier foods in schools.   

The International Year of the Pulse campaign highlights:
•

Top tier media hits have brought the total reach of the campaign to well over the one-billion mark

•

Bloggers and influencers continue to generate recipes with a fan base of over 19 million consumers

•

PulsePledge.com website has experienced high traffic since its conception

18
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BEAN BRIEFS
BRAZIL BUMP
Brazil’s government crop supply
agency, Conab, estimates Brazil’s
total edible bean acreage for the
2017 crop will be up 3 to 5 percent
from this year. The increase in the
first crop is estimated to be up 8 to
14 percent.
Brazil’s Foreign Trade Chamber
extended the zero duty tariff on dry
bean imports from non-Mercosur
countries through the end of December 2017 for black and pinto
beans. U.S. Dry Bean Council Executive Director Rebecca Bratter says
this continues to present significant
opportunities for exports of U.S. dry
beans to Brazil and USDBC is taking
advantage of this market opening

by conducting a variety of promotional and educational events.
Most recently, USDBC worked with
USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service
in Brazil to feature dry beans at a forum for food media professionals to
network and exchange experiences.

ND PINTO STOCKS DECLINE
According to the Upper Great
Plains Transportation Institute,
stocks of pinto beans in North Dakota at the end of July were down
32 percent from the previous year.
Pinto stocks totaled 1.4 million hundredweight, a decline of over a million hundredweight from a year ago.
North Dakota navy bean stocks are
up three percent from 2015, while

stocks of black beans are up almost
five-fold from a year ago, totaling
421,000 hundredweight.

EXPORT PROMOTION
ADDS VALUE
USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service is awarding more than $200
million through its Market Access
Program and Foreign Market Development Program. This is a publicprivate partnership designed to
expand export markets for U.S. farm
products. The U.S. Dry Bean Council was awarded slightly over $1
million in MAP funds, plus nearly
$85,000 in FMD funds. According to
an evaluation by a panel of univerContinued on Page 21

North America’s reliable and independent wholesale dry bean seed provider.
Producing top quality western grown seed.

Big enough to serve, small enough to care!

David Scholand
730 4th Ave.
Reynolds, ND 58275
Mobile: 218-791-6159
Office: 701-847-3122
Email: david@tvseed.com

Treasure Valley Seed
17781 Hwy 95
Wilder, ID 83676
Phone: 208-337-4626
Fax: 208-337-3553
www.tvseed.com

Treasure Valley Seed
313 South Fair St.
Powell, WY 82435
Phone: 307-754-3121
Fax: 307-754-3936
www.tvseed.com
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We pickup
what others
leave behind.

If you’re not using a Sund to pick up your crop, you may think shatter, field losses and dockage are

just normal conditions of harvesting. But they don’t have to be.

With the Sund Raking pickup you’ll be able to gently pick up swaths, bean rows or field peas while

leaving dirt and rocks on the ground where they belong. The result is cleaner crop in your bin and

more of it. Also available is the Sund Pickup and Universal header combination that can’t be beat.
Visit our website at Sundmfg.com to view the Sund Raking Pickup in a

variety of crops. Then see your nearest Sund dealer or phone Fred Sund at
1-800-334-7863 ext 121. You may also contact Mark Hatloy at Hamilton
Systems to learn more about the Universal Header/Sund Pickup
combination at 701-454-3875.
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Newburg, North Dakota 58762

sity experts, USDA export promotion programs, like MAP and FMD,
have contributed an average of $8.2
billion per year to the economy. The
new study indicates the average annual cash farm income was $2.1 billion higher when compared to the
years 2002-to-2014.

SIAL A SUCCESS
With the International Year of
Pulses drawing to a close, the U.S.
Dry Bean Council, together with
colleagues from the U.S. Dry Pea
and Lentil Council, debuted a
brand new display booth at SIAL
Paris, a global foodservice event
that attracted over 150,000 visitors.
The booth attracted over 340 visitors
from all over the world with interest in U.S. dry beans, a 30 percent
increase in traffic from the previous
show in 2014. More than 40 percent
of trade inquiries were from Tur-

key, followed by Algeria and Spain.
USDBC also sponsored an international pulse industry reception
that attracted over 137 international
traders from 26 countries. USDBC
delegates heard a consistent them
regarding dry bean shortages
around the world, which is driving
buyers to source U.S. dry beans. Another interesting trend during the
show was the growing demand for
organic beans.

LEVINSON JOINS USDBC
The U.S. Dry Bean Council has
hired Ellen Levinson as its new international representative for the
Americas and emerging global markets. In this capacity, Levinson will
direct and lead program development in the DR-CAFTA, Mercosur,
Caribbean and worldwide emerging
markets. Levinson, who has over
30 years of experience in market

A

development, will succeed Randy
Duckworth who left USDBC at the
end of 2016.

BEAN INDUSTRY LOSES A FRIEND
Funeral services for former ADM
agronomist Todd Tangen were held
in Northwood, North Dakota November 16, 2016. The 67-year-old
Tangen, who just retired from ADM
in the fall of 2015, passed away on
November 11 at Altru Hospital in
Grand Forks. Prior to ADM Edible Bean Specialties, Inc., Tangen
worked for the Grand Forks County
ASCS, Beaver Creek Ag Service, and
the Northwood Equity Elevator seed
plant. He also operated the family farm for 14 years. Tangen was
featured in the January 2016 Bean
Grower magazine.
Continued on Page 23

Trusted

Buyer, Processor
and Exporter of
Beans, Lentils,
Chickpeas, Peas
and Specialty
Crops

To market your beans, lentils, chickpeas, durum and hard red wheat or to
discuss growing pulses, contact AGT Foods in Canada at 1-844-248-4AGT
or in the U.S. at 1-877-751-1623.

1-844-248-4AGT

1-877-751-1623
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Pinto Beans Navy Beans
Black Beans Quality Seed

Gary W. Fuglesten, Manager ~ PO Box 162 ~ Buxton, ND ~ Ph: (701) 847-2622 ~ Fax: (701) 847-2623 ~ Toll Free: (800) 286-2623

Pinto Bean Receiving Stations At:
Alliance Valley Bean, Larimore, ND
Contact John at (701) 343-6363
Alliance Valley Bean, Sharon, ND
Contact Allen at (701) 371-5658
CHS Harvest States, Fairdale, ND
Contact Wayne at (701) 966-2515

CHS Harvest States, Pisek, ND
Contact Francis at (701) 284-6012
CHS Harvest States, Lankin, ND
Contact Paul at (701) 593-6255
Hatton Farmers Elevator, Hatton, ND
Contact Alan at (701) 543-3773

Lake Region Grain, Devils Lake, ND
Contact Mark at (701) 662-5051
Thompsons, East Grand Forks, MN
Contact Jim at (218) 773-8834
Wilton Farmers Union Elev.,
Washburn, ND
Contact Brian at (701) 734-6780

Good Reasons to Work with Us: 1) Quality “Western Grown” Seed 2) Friendly Service 3) Competitive Prices 4) Dividends To All Producers 5) Agronomy Service

Join our family of growers who share our passion for
cultivating goodness. We’d like you to grow with us.

Chelated
Micronutrients

Pulses | Soybeans | Flax | Cereal Grains | Corn

Blue Diamond Activator
10% Zinc 9.5% Nitrogen 4% Sulfur
Our HFI family:

suntava

10% Zinc 5% Sulfur
8% Copper 4% Sulfur
9% EDGA Zinc

Let’s cultivate goodness,
together.
Call 844-275-3443 or
visit HFIfamily.com

For more information and a
complete line of micronutrients

Call NWC, Inc.
800-315-2469
© 2016 Healthy Food Ingredients.
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Box 33, Emerado, ND 58228

SCHAFER HONORED

Buyers of Navy and Kidney
Pintos - Satellite for Central Valley Bean

THOMPSONS USA LIMITED
41703 US Hwy. 2 SW,
P.O. Box 374,
East Grand Forks, MN 56721
Tel: (218) 773-8834
or (800) 777-8834
Fax: (218) 773-9809
Email:
jvrolyk@thompsonslimited.com

Leann Schafer, a partner in a
farming operation near New Rockford, North Dakota, has been selected as Farm & Ranch Guide’s
Country Woman of the Year for
2016. Schafer is the 23rd recipient of
the prestigious award. Her and husband Jeff’s farming operation involves many different aspects such
as grain farming, running a cow-calf
herd, a feedlot, and Roughrider
Feeds, a Purina Feed dealership.
Leann currently serves as vicechair of the North Dakota Dry Bean
Council and is a board member of
the Northarvest Bean Growers Association. She is also a past president and current board member
for the N.D. 4-H Foundation. She is
also a team coach for the New Rockford FFA.

NAFTA IMPACT

Valley Headquarters for
Edible Bean Equipment

• Locally Owned for over 50 Years • Specialized On-Call Technicians
• Large Inventory of Pickett and Elmers Parts
• Check out our Used Bean Equipment Online at www.uglemness.com

701-587-6116
800-223-1630
www.uglemness.com

According to USDA’s Economic
Research Service, as the U.S. and
Mexico liberalized their bilateral
trade, they continued to cooperate on sanitary, phytosanitary, and
other regulatory issues affecting the
agricultural sector. For example,
new phytosanitary protocols enabled the export of Mexican avacados to the United States, while a
coordinated campaign by all three
NAFTA governments established a
harmonized approach to mitigating the risks associated with BSE
(mad cow disease). Together, this
trade liberalization and continuing
regulatory cooperation provided
the policy setting for an increase in
U.S.-Mexico agricultural trade. Between 1993 and 2015, U.S. agricultural exports to Mexico grew from
$3.6 billion to $17.7 billion, while
Mexican agricultural exports to the
U.S. increased from $2.7 billion to
$21 billion.
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Renville Farmer Finishes 50th Harvest
For Olivia, Minnesota
farmer, and Northarvest
Bean Growers Association Director Jim Zenk,
the 2016 harvest was his
50th and last. Zenk started
farming in the fall of 1966
after he came home from
basic training. “Word got
around the neighborhood
that I bought a nearly-new
4020 John Deere tractor,
and two neighbors came
over wanting me to rent
their farms,” says Zenk. He
recalls some tough times
the first few years, but says
it’s always been exciting.
In the 1940s, Zenk’s
parents moved about 50
miles north, to the Olivia
area, where Jim was born.
Of the six Zenk children,
he is the only one that
farmed. His son, Rob, is
taking over the farming
operation.
Zenk and his dad started raising pinto beans in
1970 after a processing
plant was built in Bird
Island. A few years later,
a plant was built in Olivia
to process navy beans so
the Zenks shifted to navies which Jim says were
a little easier to grow. He’s
been growing navy beans
pretty much ever since.
“Around here, the people
that grow navy beans grow
them every year as part of
their rotation, they aren’t
in-and-outers,” says Zenk.
“There are probably 20
percent of the farmers
around here that grow
navy beans.”
24

Jim Zenk harvested 50 crops during his farming career.
Zenk says navy beans
have been a more lucrative business than corn
and soybeans. “It’s an edible product so you have
to be more careful with
it,” says Zenk, “but with
that comes some reward,
so it’s been a good crop to
grow.”
Serving almost 12 years
on the Northarvest board
has been fun and interesting for Zenk. “I’ve learned
a lot and been to a lot of
places I wouldn’t have
been to otherwise, and
meeting other growers
from all over the country
has also been interesting.”
He represented Northarvest at the Anuga food
show in Germany a few
years ago, where he met
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food buyers and sellers
from all over the world.
“When they found out I
was a farmer they wanted
to buy the beans like we
were displaying directly
from me,” says Zenk.
“They didn’t understand
that they aren’t hardly
saleable when they come
off the farm.”
About six years ago,
Zenk also traveled with a
trade mission to Colombia
where people eat a lot of
beans that are similar to a
pinto, but are not a pinto.
“We came away empty
handed, but the next time
somebody was there, they
convinced them to try a
few beans and now, lo
and behold, Colombia is
an importer of our pinto

beans.”
Zenk sees a bright future for edible beans, as
people look for a low-cost
protein source. “They’re a
high quality protein and
cheaper than meat,” says
Zenk. “We haven’t even
scratched the surface yet
as far as the demand for
dry edible beans.”
Asked to compare dry
bean production in 1970
to today, Zenk recalls
having to use a knife or a
“puller” to windrow the
beans back then. “It was
terrible. It was night work
and we worked all night
doing that, it was awful and our beans ended
up being so dirty,” says
Zenk. “And it was hard on
the combine because we

were running all that dirt
through it, but once we
learned how to direct-cut
the beans, and they came
with a decent flex head
so you cut the crop close,
and virtually shave the
ground, things were much
better.”
Zenk says having a good
dessicant that actually
kills the beans, and using
rollers to stomp root balls
have also made a big difference. “Growing beans
is a lot easier than it was
the first year we did it, you
wonder why we did it a
second year. I guess the
bug bit us so we kept on
doing it, but it was tough.”
Asked about advice he

gave to his son, Zenk says
“the more things change,
the more they stay the
same. The concern the
younger growers have
with edible beans is the
price isn’t good enough,
and there are diseases,”
according to Zenk. “And
those are the same concerns we had 50 years
ago.”
Zenk thinks Northarvest’s commitment to
research is part of the
reason for the evolution of
production practices and
pest and disease products.
“I’ve been on the research
committee for a long
time,” says Zenk. “That’s
really interesting to decide

what particular research
project you’re going to
throw the growers’ money
at. That’s his checkoff
money and you’ve gotta
give him something for it.”
Zenk can’t imagine
where the dry bean industry would be without
a checkoff. “And without
the things that have happened over the years there
really wouldn’t be much
of an industry-I think it
would have died a long
time ago.”
Zenk used to raise a lot
of hogs and chaired the
Renville County Pork Producers board for a long
time, and also served on
a lot of co-op boards over

the years. “There was always something interesting-it’s been a great time.”
Asked about his retirement plans, Zenk admits
he’ll probably be at the
farm probably more than
he should be. “We have
moved to town and there’s
just not a lot of acreage
there in town to keep me
occupied so, ya, I suppose
I’ll be out here quite often,” says Zenk. “I haven’t
been much of a hunter or
fisherman but I suppose
I could learn to do that.
And I always enjoyed following the commodity
markets but I really won’t
have a reason to do that
now, I guess.”
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MAXIMIZE YOUR BEAN PROFITS
with seed-placed starter and foliar feeding.
For maximum yields and early season plant performance,
give your bean crop.......The STARTER Advantage.

STARTER FERTILIZER:

• Seed safe at recommended rates
• Stimulates early growth and
uniform emergence
• Establishes better root system
• Promotes quicker maturity
• Can be applied with zinc
• Maximizes bean yields & profits

FOLIAR FERTILIZERS:

• Foliar safe at recommended rates
• Improves pod set
• Promotes earlier maturity
• Can be applied with trace elements
• Maximizes bean yields & profits

GIVE YOUR BEANS
THE STARTER
ADVANTAGE

Northern Valley Fertilizer has been helping local bean growers achieve
higher profits per acre for over 40 years. To maximize yields and profits per
acre, bean growers are incorporating quality starter and foliar fertilizers
from Northern Valley Fertilizer into their crop production programs.
NVF, Inc.
1581 Freedom Ave NE
Manvel, ND 58256
Phone: 701-696-2484
Email: nvfinc@invisimax.com

26

Northarvest Bean Grower January 2017

The Dominican Republic Relies on Imports
Edible Beans (Hundred Weights)

by Fradbelin Escarraman,
Norharvest Bean Growers
Association consultant
The dynamics of the
Dominican Republic
dry bean market have
changed significantly
over the past eight years,
especially since president Danilo Medina was
elected in 2012. As soon
as Medina was sworn
into office, a new bidding
system for import permits
was established, creating
a more “transparent” distribution of the permits,
which are issued based on
market needs.
The DR-CAFTA Tariff
Quota allocation for 2016

Imports

Exports

545,171

8,298

2011

829,682		

269,693

2012

611,161		

62,891

2013

459,896		

181,490

2014

977,681		

184,759

2015

Consumption

Local Production
1,006,442

469,569
1,274,082
714,093
1,438,654
890,384
1,101,735
823,329
1,407,010
594,088

Source: Ministry of Agriculture

was 14,160 metric tons of
beans. The largest individual allocation was nearly
2,800 metric tons. In total,

PRO AG EQUIPMENT INC.
GRAND FORKS -------------- GRAFTON ND
701-775-5585
701-352-2302

YOUR # 1 PICKETT DEALER FOR 25 + YEARS !
BRINGING YOU YOUR PICKETT ONE-STEP’S &
COMBINES AND SUPPLYING YOU WITH IN STOCK
PARTS & SERVICE !

PRO AG IS ALSO A SUPPLIER OF OUR
OWN HARD SURFACED BEAN KNIVES.

SERVICE
AND
QUALITY IS
OUR
#1 GOAL

76 importers received import allocations.
In the Dominican
Republic, the most important meal of the day
is lunch. Its most typical form, nicknamed La
Bandera (“The Flag”),
consists of rice, red beans
and meat (beef, chicken,
pork, or fish), sometimes
accompanied by a side of
salad.
The DR produces two
types of red beans, as well
as black and white beans,
but in fewer quantities
each year. Imports are
considerable, with pintos
the most imported bean
into the country.
Though consumption
seems to be increasing
when compared to 2014,
the dry edible bean market in the DR is not going
through its best chapter.
Both local producers and
importers are complain-

ing about the fact that
their businesses are not
doing well.

LOCAL PRODUCERS
Producers are losing
their capacity for production of edible beans, and
therefore to supply the national demand. Until a few
years ago, between 60 and
70 percent of the beans
consumed by the country,
and 80 percent of all the
seeds demanded by farmers, were produced in the
San Juan de la Maguana
Valley, but this has been
lost. At the present time,
the Valley is only able to
supply 30 percent of national bean consumption.
To date, local producers
have about 80,000 hundredweight of red beans
and approximately 50,000
hundredweight of black
beans in storage. AccordContinued on Next Page
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ing to producers, imports
are creating this glut of local product and although
they are preparing for the
new crop, they are uncertain of being able to sell
their products.

to June 2016, 1,533,119
hundredweight of edible
beans were imported for
consumption. Local producers cannot compete in
price with American producers, where 90 percent
of the beans come from.

IMPORTERS
According to information provided by importers, they used their DRCAFTA permits in November, and they planned to
stop importing until next
year.
Importers bought recent shipments between
US$48.00 and US$50.00
per hundredweight. To
make money at those
price levels, importers
have to sell beans at approximately US$0.81 per
pound; however, the market price is approximately
US$0.68 a pound. Because
of that situation, importers are not offering their
product and are only selling small quantities; they
prefer to keep their beans
in warehouses until the
market stabilizes. When
asked about why this situation is occurring, none
of the importers were able
to pinpoint what is causing it.
Importers that received
samples from North Dakota indicated that the
product did not look good
and decided to purchase
product from Wyoming,
Colorado and Nebraska.

EDIBLE BEAN MARKET
BY THE NUMBERS
From January 2015
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The statistics published
by the Ministry of Agriculture indicate that in 2015,
domestic consumption
of beans was 1,407,010
hundredweight, while
local production barely

reached 594,088 hundredweight. Of that, 184,759
were exported to Haiti
and Venezuela, equivalent
to 31 percent of production. The DR imported
997,681 hundredweight.

New Dicamba Okayed for Xtend Soybeans
The Environmental Protection
Agency is registering a dicamba formulation, Xtendimax™ with Vapor
Grip™ Technology, which is specifically
designed to have lower volatility, to
control weeds in cotton and soybean
crops genetically engineered to tolerate dicamba. This registration is for a
formulation of dicamba that contains
an additive that reduces volatility.
This formulation is different from the
products that are alleged to have been
recently used illegally. EPA continues
to investigate these issues in several
locations in the Midwest.
The label requires very specific and
rigorous drift mitigation measures.
Restrictions on the use of the product
to further reduce the potential for
exposure from spray drift include: no
application from aircraft; no application when wind speed is over 15 mph;
application only with approved noz-

zles at specified pressures; and buffer
zones to protect sensitive areas when
the wind is blowing toward them.
Weeds that are becoming increasingly resistant to glyphosate-based
herbicides cause problems for farmers. This registration will provide an
additional tool to reduce the spread
of glyphosate-resistant weeds. This
final decision is designed to ensure
that weed resistance is successfully
managed, including reporting by the
registrant to EPA of any suspected
resistance, as well as remediation and
grower education.
EPA is placing time limits on the
registration to allow the agency to either let it expire or to easily make the
necessary changes in the registration
if there are problems with resistant
weeds or pesticide drift. Nevertheless,
herbicide resistance is adequately addressed by the terms of the registra-

tion, and the agency does not expect
off-site incidents to occur.
This dicamba formula for use on
dicamba-tolerant soybean and cotton
has been registered for sale and use in
Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado,
Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Illinois,
Iowa, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota,
Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, New
Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North
Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South Carolina,
South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, West Virginia, and Wisconsin.
This use must also be registered in each
of these 34 states.
EPA proposed this decision on March
31, 2016. EPA’s final regulatory decision
and supporting documents, including
a response to public comments, are
available in docket number EPA-HQOPP-2016-0187 at www.regulations.gov.

ZENITH
THE BLACK BEAN THAT CHANGES EVERYTHING

MICHIGAN CROP IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 21008 ~ LANSING, MICHIGAN 48910
www.michcrop.com ~ 517.332.3546
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the flexible herbicide
800.883.1844 · www.gowanco.com
*wHEN USED WITH EPTAM HERBICIDE. Permit® is a registered trademark of Nissan Chemical Industries, Ltd EPA Reg No 81880-2-10163 Eptam® is a registered trademark of Gowan Company LLC. EPA Reg No 10163-283
Always read and follow label directions.
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USDA Grants Fund Bean Research
North Dakota Agriculture Commissioner Doug
Goehring has awarded 27
grants totaling more than
$2.3 million to promote
the development, production and sales of speciality
crops. NDSU received all
but six of the Specialty
Crop Block Grants, which
are funded by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. Included among the
NDSU grants:
• $34,221 for evaluation
of Anthracnose tolerance
in 16 partially-resistant
dry bean lines for germ-

plasm enhancement.
• $53,319 for optimizing fungicide application
timing for control of white
mold in pinto, black and
navy beans
• $62,636 for optimizing
agronomic practices for
faba bean production
• $70,532 to determine
the effect of glyphosate
and dicamba drift on yield
and seed quality
The grant for glyphosate/dicamba drift will
fund several researchers
to evaluate dry beans,
potatoes, sunflower, and

field pea. NDSU Extension
area agronomist Greg Endres will research the new
herbicide’s effect on dry
beans.
The North Dakota Department of Agriculture
also received a $154,010
grant to increase specialty
crop access to schools,
communities and people
with food insecurity, and
the North Dakota Trade
Office also received a
$131,333 grant for International Specialty Crop
Expansion

Agriculture Secretary
Tom Vilsack has announced the availability
of $56 million in specialty
crop block grants for Fiscal Year 2017. Of that total,
more than $48 million will
be part of the Specialty
Crop Research Initiative
for the new fiscal year.
That effort was authorized
in the 2014 farm bill to invest in long-term research
projects that deal with
production, distribution
and processing of specialty crops.

Trinidad Benham
for growing business

As we celebrate 100 Years,

thank you for being a part of our
History in the Making!
Visit our booth at Bean Day in Fargo!

Martin Franko, Field Ops. Mgr. (406) 839-7054
Nathan Fitzgerald, Field Rep. (701) 840-8653
Kevin Misek, Field Rep. (701) 430-2043
Colgate, ND (701) 945-2580
Courtenay, ND (CHS) (701) 435-2471
Pillsbury, ND (701) 945-2709
www.trinidadbenham.com
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Cranberry King
Cranberries, dark red
kidneys, pinks and blacks;
that colorful combination
of dry beans was grown
this year by Adams Family
Farm, based in East Grand
Forks, Minnesota. But it’s
the cranberry bean market Chris Adams wants
to pursue. His dad, Steve,
has raised cranberry
beans for probably 20to-30 years and Chris has
raised them since graduating from college.
“They have done very
well for us over the years,
until some of the bigger companies tried to
get other farmers to start
raising them and flooded
the market,” says Chris.
“So now they are not that
great.”
Adams thinks he and
his dad had about 45-to50 percent of the nation’s
supply of cranberry beans
sitting in the bins on their
farm.
“Last year, the 2015crop, we probably had the
same acres but we were
down to 25 percent of the
country’s total supply, so
that’s how many more
were planted.”
Adams sold the farm’s
cranberries in early May
at a loss. “We usually
sell to local companies
that export the beans to
Canada and then they
export them all around,”
says Adams. “A lot of the
32

Cranberry beans are being dumped at Adams Family Farm in East
Grand Forks (photo: Chris Adams)
crans that Canada is getting credit for exporting
come right from our farm,
until recently. Colombia
is a pretty big market, but
most of them go to the
Mediterranean.”
Adams made his first
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marketing trip for his own
beans to Colombia in
March with a delegation
organized by the North
Dakota Trade Office and
the North Dakota Department of Agriculture.
“I met a lot of good buy-

ers and good people. I
also made some contacts
and ended up making
some sales, so it worked
out pretty well,” says Adams. “I’m hoping to do
the marketing, the shipping, everything on our
own farm. Hopefully in
the next couple years,
we’ll have our own cleaning and bagging facility
and cut out some of the
middle men and do some
more hands-on and know
who I’m selling to.”
Chris got the chance to
ship some beans from his
farm to Colombia after
harvest this year. Those
cranberries were from the
2016 crop. “The quality
of this year’s cranberries
looks good. The bean size
looks pretty good, too.
We’re looking forward to
raising more next year.”
Adams also thinks bean
growers have an advantage in selling direct because they can provide
traceability. “We know
where they came from,
we know what we did to
them, we know what happened to them during the
season,” says Chris. “And I
think as we proceed here
in the ‘organic’ phase,
people are going to want
to know where their food
comes from and we can
tell exactly where and
what was on it.”

Mexico Crop Report
Working with a new
contractor and an upgraded reporting format,
the U.S. Dry Bean Council
(USDBC) has issued its
initial Mexico dry bean
crop survey, conducting
inspections in 87 different locations in five states
from late August to midSeptember. According
to Mexico’s Fishery and
Agri-Food Agency (SIAP),
total bean planting area
and harvest for the spring
summer cycle are down
but yield is up, leading to
increased production in
the 2016 spring/summer
cycle, with the same projection for the fall/winter
planting cycle as well.
SIAP forecasts Mexico’s
total bean production to
increase to almost 1.2 million metric tons (MMT)
in 2016, 23 percent more
than the 967,000 MMT
crop in 2015. Total production is still down from historically high levels which
have reached close to 1.5
MMT.
However, the USDBC
harvest tour estimated the
spring/summer production at 736,000 MT. Therefore, it is expected that
Mexico’s dry bean production for 2016 will total
940,000 MT, five percent
higher than 2015, which
was 17 percent below the
previous four-year average.

The 2016 crop estimate,
based on the USDBC tour,
is 22 percent less than expected.
Pinto beans account for
an estimated 48 percent
of Mexico’s 2016 dry bean
crop, up from 43 percent
the previous year. Black
bean production was 37
percent of the total, down
from 47 percent in 2015.
The remaining 15 percent
of Mexican production
was colored beans.
In the spring/summer
crop cycle, the State of
Zacatecas increased dry
bean production by 21

percent from the previous
year. Durango’s crop was
up 9 percent, while Chihuahua saw a 7 percent
decline. Production in the
State of San Luis Potosi
was down 30 percent from
2015.
Zacatecas continues to
be the primary dry bean
producing state, accounting for almost 38 percent
of total production. Sixty
percent of Zacatecas’ bean
crop is made up of black
beans, while 60 percent of
Durango’s crop, and 100
percent of Chihuahua’s
crop, consist of pinto

beans.
Due to weather anomalies in August and September, slightly over half of
the pinto bean crop in Durango and Chihuahua was
rated fair to poor, which
will result in low prices
paid to the producer.
The consultant who conducted the harvest tour
for the USDBC concluded
that black and pinto bean
production will be insufficient to meet the domestic
demand, and therefore it
will be necessary to import
slightly more than 200,000
MT. These increases are
mainly due to the reduced
availability of beans. The
gross profit margin between the producer price
and the price paid by the
consumer averaged 140
percent.
Considering that the
minimum wage in Mexico
is 73 pesos for an 8-hour
workday, a worker has to
spend more than a third of
his/her income to buy a kilogram (2.2 pounds) of dry
beans at a supermarket.
Dry bean prices have
also been affected by the
strong U.S. dollar, which
reduced the exchange rate
to as low as 21-to-1 in late
2016. From December
2015 to November 2016,
bean prices paid by Mexican consumers rose an
estimated 47 percent.
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O’Toole Family Grows, Receives Dry Beans
Crystal, North Dakota
dry bean grower Brian
O’Toole’s father, Dick,
started a seed cleaning
business on his farm in
the late 1970s. What began as a hobby, when local elevators had stopped
cleaning grain for farmers, has grown to cleaning more than a million
bushels of soybeans and
wheat two years ago. Today, O’Toole Seed is also
a dry bean receiving plant
for Viterra, operated by
Brian’s wife, Sara.
In the early 1990s, Dick
O’Toole put up three
12,000 bushel bins to handle dry beans, and once
they were full, they were

done handling beans.
“Right now we handle
anywhere from 200,000 to
300,000 hundredweight,
mostly pintos and navies,”
says Brian O’Toole. “We
received for two companies as early as three years
ago. We don’t process
them, but we have been
known to dry beans for
them and scalp them.”
O’Toole says if it wasn’t
for Sara, they would not
be receiving dry beans.
“She doesn’t know the
word ‘no’.”
“During dry bean harvest, I live in the scale
house,” says Sara. “I weigh
every truck that comes
in, I do all of the sample

grading, and I do the truck
probing. I also do the
wheat testing in August,
then move into the scale
house around Labor Day
and finish up around the
first part of November or
the end of October.”
This year was a much
slower pace. In mid-September, Sara said bean deliveries had been steady,
but slow. “In 2015 we
could do up to 60 trucks
in a day,” said Sara. “This
year I’ve seen 20.” O’Toole
Seed’s trade area was hard
hit by excessive rain and
hail in 2016, so Sara had
to reject some loads due
to high moisture content.
“Coloring isn’t as pretty

“During the dry bean harvest, I live in the scale house,” said Sara O’Toole.
34
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white as it could be on the
pinto beans, and there are
lots of small beans which
fell through the split
screen and landed with
the splits.” Sara estimates
about half of the growers
she works with did not
produce enough beans to
meet their contracts, due
to hail or drown-out.
When she’s not living
in the scale house, Sara
works in the office the
rest of the year invoicing
the seed business, and
paying the bills. She was
also busy keeping Brian’s
schedule, especially during the past year when
he travelled 150 days as
Chairman of U.S. Wheat

Associates.
O’Toole’s children, sons
Kelly and Casey, daughter
Allison and her husband
Frank Olimb, represent
the 5th generation of
O’Toole’s on the farm,
which has been in the
family for 128 years. Kelly
is the conditioning manager for the seed business,
taking care of cleaning
and re-delivery. “Most of
the time during the dry
bean harvest I’m in the
field, but last fall my parents were in Guatemala
so we put our own harvest
on hold and all of us were
in the receiving station. I
did all the grading of the
beans, as well as weighing
trucks in and out.”
Asked if it was good to
be able to work together

as a family, both Kelly and
Casey said, “It is and it
isn’t at times.” Kelly says it
is good to know that they
all have the same interest. “After a hail storm
this summer, we were all
worried about it, even our
employee, Adam Nielsen,
who is not a family member-he was just as worried
about it as anybody,” says
Kelly. “We don’t really see
him as an employee-he’s
part of the family, and he
cares about things.”
Brian also gives credit to
his cousin, Tom O’Toole,
who helped him start the
T.E. O’Toole farm venture.
About his dad, Dick, Brian
says without his ability to generate another
source of income for the
farm, “We wouldn’t be

where we are today. We
wouldn’t have the customers we have today,
nor the knowledge,” says
Brian. “He was always a
guy looking for something
more to do at a time when
he was very busy. I’d like
to say it kept him out of
the bars, but he never
went in ‘em anyway.”
Dick raised wheat and
potatoes about which
he says you can get rich
twice and go broke three
times. “My dad said wheat
always kept the wolf away
from the door.” Dick started growing dry beans in
the 1970s and remembers
the tremendous foliage of
the crop back then. “The
big problem then was
getting them to dry down
because you couldn’t kill

the vines so they got so
tangled up in the cuttersit was terrible, recalls the
elder O’Toole. “But then
as the years went by the
dry beans got more manageable and matured earlier.” Today, the O’Toole
farm produces pinto, navy
and black beans.
Dick’s recollection of
that first year receiving
dry beans is a bit different than his son, Brian’s.
“That first year, the company we received beans
for thought we’d do about
25,000 hundredweight,
and I think we did a little
over 100,000. We had a
leg that fed the bins and
belts going out to load the
trucks and they were going out as we were receiving them.”
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2017 International Crop Expo

Free n
issio
Adm rking
Pa
and

Wednesday, February 22nd ~ 9 am to 5 pm
Thursday, February 23rd ~ 9 am to 4 pm
Alerus Center, Grand Forks, ND
www.cropexpo.com

Seminar Topics

Valuable educational seminars both days, developed & presented by NDSU & MN Extension Services.

Keynote Speaker
Chris Koch
1:00 p.m. Wednesday, February 22

If I Can...
Chris Koch from Nanton, Alberta was born
without arms or legs, but that didn’t stop him
from fulfilling his dream of becoming a farmer.
“After all... Chris says, “I still have a good head
on my shoulders… and with that anything is
possible.” When Chris isn’t out in the field
he spends his time as a motivational speaker,
sharing his story and experiences in the hopes of encouraging and
inspiring others to live their lives to their greatest potential.

Small Grains
Wednesday
• Straw Marketing Opportunity
• CSP Program Update
• Joint Session between Soybeans, Edible Beans and
Small Grains: ‘Assessing Soil Health: Building
Resilience following a Wet Harvest’
Tillage: The Good, The Bad and The Ugly

Thursday
•
•
•
•

Fertilizer Economics- Probability of a Positive Return
Simple Steps to Better Marketing
Farmland Values and Trends
Used Farm Machinery Values and Trends

“Every day might not be great, but there is something great in every
day” - Chris Koch

Sponsored by:

Potatoes
Wednesday
•
•
•
•

United Potato Growers of America Update
Potatoes USA Update
Potatoes USA Food Service Market Overview
National Potato Council Update

Thursday

Frayne Olson, NDSU
Extension Crops
Economist

Andrew Swenson, NDSU
Extension Farm & Family
Resource Mgmt. Specialist

1:00 pm Thursday, February 23

“Making Smart Financial Decisions for 2017 & Beyond”
The presenters will discuss financial strategies to consider during this era
of low commodity prices. This will include: input costs, financial management, land costs, marketing decisions and more. Q & A will follow.

•
•
•
•

MN & ND Certified Seed Reports
ND Weather Patterns
Laws about Removing Water
Dickeya in the Field

Soybeans / Dry Beans
Wednesday
• SCN in Dry Beans
• Market Outlook for Soybeans & Dry Beans
• Joint Session with Small Grain: ‘Assessing Soil
Health: Building Resilience following a Wet Harvest’
Tillage: The Good, The Bad and The Ugly

Thursday

Check website for
program times.
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• Soybean Production Factors
• Soybean GDD, IDC, N-Sulfur
• Spray Drift Issues; Dicamba & more

Talon Shows Promise
Like most dark red
kidney bean growers in
Minnesota, Deer Creek
farmer Jon Ewy has been
looking for some seed
with resistance to the root
rot problem. After planting 10 acres of new Talon
dark red kidneys in 2016,
Ewy thinks it may be one
of the tools growers need
because “it sure looked
promising.”
Talon is one of two new
kidney bean varieties developed by North Dakota
State University dry bean
breeder Dr. Juan Osorno.
The other is Rosy, a light
red kidney variety. 2016
was a season for production of certified seed.
Osorno is pleased to
hear the positive feedback
about Talon beans. “It was
developed for the sandy
soils in Minnesota,” says
Osorno. “That’s kidney
country-it’s the largest
kidney producing area in
the U.S. Pretty-much, 50
percent of the total kidney
production in the U.S.
happens in the Hubbard,
Otter Tail and Wadena
County region.”
Ewy’s Talons dried down
well, and looked good in
the combine and seemed
to yield comparably with
Montcalms, but he had no
way of segregating them
and weighing them. “I had
them in a field that’s been
in my dry bean rotation
for probably 25 years,”
says Ewy. “In late June or
early July I dug up plants

and found some minor
root rot in the Montcalms,
but there was absolutely
no sign of any root rot in
the Talons-they seem to
have resistance to that,
which I was very happy
with.”
All the foundation Talon
and Rosy seed available
for 2016 was sold. Ewy
was able to get 1,000
pounds of Talon seed, so
he could see them in more
than just a 16-foot plot.
He plans to plant a pivot
or two of Talons in 2017
on ground that’s given
him problems in the past.

That should make it a little
easier to do a yield check.
Osorno says it’s hard
to develop new kidney
bean varieties because
they don’t have a lot of
genetic diversity. “We’re
still growing varieties
that were released in
the 1990s,” says Osorno.
“Their root system is
very weak, which is why
they’re very sensitive to
root rots.”
Talon dark red kidney
and Rosie light red kidney
were officially released
in 2015, given their high
seed yield and quality,

intermediate resistance
to the root rot complex
and common bacterial
blight, and agronomic
performance. The data
from 2014 confirmed the
superior performance of
these two kidney varieties
that will have significant
economic impact in the
region.
Anyone interested in
growing Talon dark red
kidney beans, or Rosy
light red kidneys in 2017,
should contact their seed
dealer to see if they have
seed available.

Dr. Juan Osorno
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Northarvest Hosts Reverse Trade Team
This year the U.S. Dry
Bean Council sponsored
three distinct visits from
potential buyers to California, North Dakota, and
Nebraska. A global buyers’ team and a Southeast Asian buyers team
converged in North Dakota spending time at the
Northern Crops Institute
(NCI) in Fargo and the
AGT pulse fractionation
plant in Minot, to learn
more about the use of dry
beans as food ingredients.
This reflects growing
global interest in using dry
beans as a food ingredient
in desserts, snack foods,
pastas, etc. The team also
spent time learning about
harvest quality and meeting with growers, dealers,
and processors in Nebraska. A separate team from
Japan visited California
and Nebraska.
The annual reverse
trade mission in midSeptember consisted of 28
people from 10 countries
in two groups, one from
Southeast Asia and the
other representing poten-

Northarvest hosted buyers from ten countries in September.
tial buyers from the rest
of the world. Both groups
began the tour together in
North Dakota with a focus
on value-added formulations with dry beans.
“We were pleased to
have new buyers from

some important emerging markets such as India
and Brazil on this year’s
mission, and hope to see
some new sales to these
destinations,” said USDBC
Executive Director Rebecca Bratter. “Thanks go out,

as always, to members of
the U.S. dry bean industry
and affiliated institutions
for hosting visits and making our guests feel welcome.”
Veteran USDBC Shakun
Dalal accompanied three
dry bean importers, brokers and wholesalers from
India to Northarvest. “The
buyer from Delhi is big
in beans and mostly buys
from China, as well as
some from Tanzania and
Mozambique,” says Dalal.
“But this year he might
buy from the U.S. because
China is short and he may
want to introduce the
quality beans from the
U.S.”
India has not been a
market for U.S. beans due
to the high prices as well
as the lack of knowledge
about the number of classes of beans that are grown
in the U.S. “They prefer
dark red kidney beans,
light red kidney beans,
pinto beans, and some
other beans like cranberry
and great northern beans,”
according to Dalal.

FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF WHITE MOLD IN DRY BEANS
AND WHITE MOLD AND SDS IN SOYBEANS.

Seed treatment product now available!

Biological Seed Treatment for Yield Enhancement and Disease Control for Soybeans and Dry Beans
•
•
•
•

Proven results from Iowa State University, Minnesota State University and Alberta Ag trials
Economical and effective from data trial information available on our website
Can be mixed in with other products or applied over top of seed already treated
Proven registered product: Heads Up® Seed Treatment PMRA Reg. 29827

Tested by Alberta Agriculture, Viterra Bean Unit and Bennen Farms, Vauxhall, AB.

ACTIVATE GENETIC DISEASE RESISTANCE

For Distributor and Dealer inquiries Call 1.866.368.9306 or visit www.sar-headsup.com
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The reverse trade mission also included three
people from Brazil, one
from Italy, and 17 from
Southeast Asia. USDBC
representative Randy
Duckworth says for most it
was their first time visiting
the U.S. dry bean industry
in North Dakota. “Some of
them haven’t purchased
U.S. beans before, there
were a lot of food processors here, and we encouraged them to develop new
products that include U.S.
dry beans,” said Duckworth. “The other thing
we’re doing is meeting
needs of importers like
those from India, Brazil,
and the traditional importers, so we had a broad mix
of people here.”
Duckworth said U.S. ex-

porters have already sold
several thousand tons of
beans to Brazil, mostly
black beans but there’s
also been some interest in
pinto beans as a substitute
for their carioca beans.
The recent interest in U.S.
beans is due to a shortage
of beans in Brazil, which
Duckworth estimates at
500,000 metric tons in
2016. “They’re looking for
beans wherever they can
find them,” says Duckworth. “Normally they
would look to Argentina
but Argentina doesn’t
produce any quantities of
speckled beans, so they
have basically purchased
all the cranberry beans
that Argentina produces,
which isn’t a lot, so now
they’re looking for other

alternatives.”
Bratter says Brazil’s
shortage of carioca beans
forces prices to skyrocket.
“So they just need supply,
and we have a product,
our pinto bean, that can
come pretty close to substituting for their carioca,”
says Bratter. “And in India, I think it’s the law of
supply and demand. The
population keeps growing,
harvests don’t always keep
up, and everybody needs
to have that trade flow
open in case there’s a time
when you need imports,
and I think India is coming
next.”
Bratter says trade team
visits that bring important
current and new customers to visit with representatives of the U.S. dry bean

industry are a centerpiece
of USDBC’s global export
development strategy. It
provides customers a first
look at the coming dry
bean crop, details on production and demand dynamics and the impact on
price, and allows for critical buyer/seller exchange.
Bratter says the Northern
Crops Institute plays a vital
role in market development for dry beans. “I’m
really happy we’re working
with them because we get
to do the theory and then
the hands-on practice,”
says Bratter. “So they can
actually see the extruding
machines, how we make
the flour, and how we
make a lot of these valueadded products with bean
ingredients.”

Count on Scoular People

Buyers of Pinto Beans, Black Beans
and most other dry edible beans
RECEIVING STATIONS

Minnesota: Argyle ~ St. Hilaire North Dakota: Garske ~ Grafton ~ BTR.Leeds
Ph: 218-964-5407 Web: www.scoularspecialcrops.com
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Preator Bean
Company
Wyoming Seed
When Quality Counts
Lynn Preator
PO Box 234
Burlington, WY
307-762-3310 Cell: 307-272-0911

Preator_Summer08_kp.indd 1

7/22/08 1:46:56 PM

Star of the West Milling Co.

Alliance Valley Bean, LLC

3792 Elevator Road
PO Box 566
Larimore, ND 58251
Manager: John Hemmingsen
jhemmingsen@alliancevalleybean.com
701-343-6363

Alliance Black Bean Receiving Stations &
Central Valley Bean Pinto Bean Receiving Stations:

Alliance Valley Bean, LLC
Sharon, ND
701-524-2568

CHS, Inc.

Fairdale, ND
Manager: Wayne Aune
701-966-2515

Central Valley Bean Co-op

Buxton, ND
Gen. Manager: Gary Fuglesten
701-847-2622
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Purchaser and Processor of Navy
and Pinto Beans
Star of the West Milling Co.
4082 22nd Avenue NE
McCanna, ND 58251
Manager: James Enger
Jim.enger@starofthewest.com
Ph: 701-397-5261

Call us for all of your edible bean
seed needs!
Receiving Station
Dahlen Farmers Elevator –
Petersburg, ND
701.345.8234

Beans Promoted to
10,000 Registered Dieticians
The positive attention
for beans and other pulses
was very evident at the
recent Food and Nutrition Conference and Expo
(FNCE) in Boston. This is
the premier event for food
and nutrition professionals hosted by the Academy
of Nutrition and Dietetics.
Over 10,000 registered
dieticians from various
sectors of the food and
nutrition world, as well
as undergraduate and
graduate dietetic students
attended to learn, share
and network.
The Northarvest Bean
Continued on Next Page

Faye Courneya and Megan Myrdahl represented the Northarvest Bean Growers Association at FNCE in
Boston.

Brian and James Engstrom - Owners

Kris Volden - Plant Manager
Phone: 701.466.2398
Fax: 701.466.2076

Buyers And Processors Of:
Pinto Beans, Black Turtle Beans, And Barley.
Processing Plant in Leeds
Pinto And Black Bean Seed Available
Call Today For The Latest Pricing! Or Visit Us On The Web

www.engstrombean.com
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Growers Association/
Bean Institute was among
more than 350 exhibitors
at the conference. Megan
Myrdal, MS, RDN, Research & Education Associate with Farmer’s Daughter Consulting, and Faye
Courneya from Northarvest, represented the
Bean Growers at FNCE.
They promoted beans and
educated attendees about
the latest bean research,
nutrition profile, health
benefits, and culinary uses
throughout the conference
and expo. According to
Myrdal, the number of exhibitors and food products
promoting pulses, as well
as educational sessions
about the plant-based diet,

was the highest it has been
since Northarvest began
exhibiting at FNCE.
The Bean Institute’s
10x10-foot booth was located near one of two culinary demonstration stages,
and close to an interactive
virtual reality booth sponsored by the Academy of
Nutrition and Dietetics.
The two nearby exhibits
drove a steady stream of
traffic to the Bean Institute
booth.
Megan and Faye shared
“Cook with Beans” wooden spoons and six handouts with booth visitors.
The literature included
three pieces from the Culinary Bean Toolkit, the two
new brochures available

for distribution through
the Northarvest office, and
a postcard to drive those
interested to the website to
find all the resources and
recipes. The spoons were
a huge success, with many
visitors saying it was the
best thing they received
at the conference. Many
said they planned to use
the spoon in their cooking classes or use it as a
giveaway to patients or
clients. Several attendees
also asked about ordering
handouts to distribute to
patients or clients.
Throughout the conference, Megan posted frequently on all the social
media channels on behalf
of the Bean Institute to en-

courage attendees to visit
the booth, and highlight
other positive bean events
and booths at the conference. In addition, Northarvest sponsored a session
delivered by Amy Myrdal
Miller of Farmer’s Daughter Consulting and Dr. Guy
Crosby from America’s Test
Kitchen, which proved to
be an excellent complement to the booth.
Northarvest also donated a complimentary
registration to the Healthy
Kitchens, Healthy Lives
conference in the Napa
Valley as a silent auction
prize for the Food and Culinary Professionals annual
networking reception.

Since 1927 and here for future generations

www.kelleybean.com

Kelley Bean Co.
Since 1927, and Here for Future Generations

www.kelleybean.com
Todd @
ToddCo.
@ salutes
mobile: 701-430-0589
Kelley Bean
Cavalier ND ofﬁce: 701-265-8328
Cavalier ND
all bean
producers.
Email:
tsmith@kelleybean.com
Email:
Have Dean
a safe
and
@
mobile: 701-238-5228
Kerry @
successful
Hattongrowing
ND ofﬁce: 701-543-3000
Hatton ND
Email:
dnelson@kelleybean.com
season.
Kerry:
krice@kellybean.com
Email:
We look forward mobile:
to 218-779-6877
seeing you
in the
Keaton
@
mobile: 701-331-2615
Keaton @
ND ofﬁce: 701-786-2997
Mayville ND
thisMayville
summer.

Email:

to Right:
Dennis
Mitchell,
Perham;
KeatonTodd
Flanagan,
Mayville;
LeftLeft
to Right:
Kevin
Kelley,
Dennis
Mitchell,
Smith,
Deon Maasjo,
Deon Maasjo,
Oakes;Flanagan,
John Bartsch,
Regional
Kelley, Pres/CEO;
Keaton
Kerry
Rice, Mgr;
JohnKevin
Bartsch
Todd Smith, Cavalier; Dean Nelson, Hatton

@
mobile:
701-678-4384
mobile:
Deon @ 701-430-0589
mobile:Deon
701-678-4384
Oakes ND701-265-8328
ofﬁce: 701-742-3219
Oakes ND
office:
701-742-3219
office:
Email:
dmaasjo@kelleybean.com
Email:
dmaasjo@kelleybean.com
tsmith@kelleybean.com

Dennis @

mobile: 218-639-2548

Dennis @
mobile:
218-639-2548
mobile:
701-779-6877
Perham MN
ofﬁce: 218-346-2360
Perham MN
office:
218-346-2360
office:
Email: 701-543-3000
dmitchell@kelleybean.com
Dale Schultz mobile:Email:
218-371-1443dmitchell@kelleybean.com
krice@kelleybean.com
Dale Schultz
mobile:
218-371-1443

John Bartsch
mobile: 612-759-5868
mobile:
701-331-2615
John Bartsch mobile:
612-759-5868
Regional701-786-2997
Mgr ofﬁce: 763-391-9311
office:
Regional
Mgr
office:
763-391-9311
kﬂanagan@kelleybean.com
Email:
jbartsch@kelleybean.com
Email:
kflanagan@kelleybean.com
Email:
jbartsch@kelleybean.com

Kelley Bean Co. salutes all bean growers on the successful growing season.
We look forward to seeing you at Bean Day!
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Minnesota School Cooks Learn About Beans
The Northarvest Bean
Growers Association and
the University of Minnesota Extension Service
partnered to provide a twohour training at the Minnesota School Nutrition Association (MSNA) annual
conference last summer in
St. Cloud. Megan Myrdal
from Farmer’s Daughter Consulting and Kelly
Kunkel, U of M Extension
Educator developed and
delivered a comprehensive,
engaging training session
to empower school nutrition professionals to serve
bean dishs kids will like, eat
and enjoy.
The training provided
a general “Beans 101”

School Nutrition Professionals received a ‘Beans 101’ overview.

overview, sharing bean
varieties, production and
consumption data, nutrition and health findings,
meal planning and cost
savings, and how beans fit
into various healthy eating
patterns.
Following the presentation, school cooks participated in a “Name that
Bean”” game where they
had to identify 8 different classes of beans. After
that, each bean variety was
reviewed and their culinary uses were discussed,
as well as how this game
could be an easy, fun way
to teach kids about the different bean varieties in the
Continued on Next Page
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school cafeteria.
The training also included Smarter School Lunchroom strategies-easy to nocost changes that schools
can make to encourage
students to select, eat
and enjoy healthier foods
in schools. The Smarter
School Lunchrooms
Movement comes from
Cornell University and utilizes behavioral psychology research in schools
to encourage health food
choices through a variety
of environmental cues.
These research-based
strategies were tailored to
be bean-specific.
Smarter Lunchroom

research found that changing the name of a Bean
Burrito to a Big Bad Bean
Burrito increased consumption by more than 40
percent. Other strategies
shared included suggestive
selling, improving visibility
of bean dishes, presentation/food styling, and
inviting a farmer to school
to talk about how beans
are grown locally in Minnesota. The session also
included table discussion
where schools were asked
to share what is currently
working to successfully
serve beans in schools and
what they hope to do in
the future. Some current

successful strategies include build your own burrito and taco bars, various
bean chilis, beans on salad
bars, and beans in salsa.
The final segment of the
training shared culinary
strategies for dry beans.
Attendees learned the
four steps to preparing dry
beans and a variety of culinary ideas to make beans
delicious. School nutrition
professionals sampled a
Black and White Bean Salad, one of the five recipes
developed for school foodservice by Farmer’s Daughter Consulting. Participants
were also provided a variety of spices and condi-

ments to add to the salad to
see what flavor combination they liked best, and
also received copies of the
five recipes on postcards to
encourage them to visit the
Bean Institute website, and
a Cook With Beans wooden
spoon.
Attendees represented a
variety of school districts
from across Minnesota,
including several from
large districts surrounding the Twin Cities. The
presentation was shared
with the conference planning committee and made
available to all attendees
on the MSNA website for
continued learning

Fast, Efficient Handling of Delicate Seed and Materials - Edible Beans & more

Mayo Manufacturing
2108 Business Highway 2
East Grand Forks, MN 56721
Ph: 1-800-223-5873
Web: www.mayomfg.com

Seed Shuttle
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New Edible Bean Screener

Distributors of Quality
ReplacementComponents

China Cutting Dry Bean Acres
still held significant stocks
of black beans from 2014.
2015 black bean production was about 20 percent
of typical production just
a few years ago. Adzuki
bean planting was expected to be up significantly
compared to last year.

Around 2010, there was
an adjustment to China’s
economic policy that
eliminated a tax benefit
for exporters of agricultural products. This reduced
planting incentives for dry
beans which are grown
primarily for export.

China Dry Bean Production History
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cal perspective, this puts
planting at less than half
of the historical norm.
Some specific varieties
such as dark red kidneys
were likely to decrease
significantly, while other
varieties stood to increase
significantly. As of planting time, farmers were still
holding half of their dark
red kidney beans from last
year, and prices were less
than one-third what farmers received just two years
ago.
Black bean planting was
expected to be about the
same as 2015, but again,
very low compared to the
historical norm. At planting time, Fairman reported that Chinese farmers

GY 2006

According to Fairman
International Business
consulting, Chinese bean
farmers were expected
to plant less than half of
the total dry bean acreage planted in 2014. According to Fairman, “this
represents a very sudden
and significant contraction, primarily caused by
decreasing worldwide
bean prices over the last
two years.” Total production for 2016 is forecast
at less than 250,000 tons,
down from approximately
350,000 tons. Carryover is
diminished as well.
According to Fairman’s
research, bean planting
in China was similar to
2015, but from a histori-

Carryover
Domestic Use

NEW
PINTO SEED
*
*
*
*
*

New high-yielding, upright pinto bean variety suited for direct harvest
Highest yielding bean in Michigan over the past three seasons
Matures in 98 days, three days later than LaPaz pinto
Excellent white mold avoidance and yields under white mold pressure
Resistant to common strains of rust and mosaic virus

Michigan Crop Improvement Association
Web Site: www.michcrop.com Phone: (517) 332-3546
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BRAD THYKESON
Portland, North Dakota

How long have you
been farming? How
did you get into farming? I’m a third generation farmer living on my
grandpa’s farm. I started
farming in 1983. I farmed
with my dad for about
20-plus years. After dad
retired, I farmed by myself for a while. When the

boys, Greg and Ross, got
old enough, they joined
the farm.
What classes of beans
do you grow and why?
My dad and his brother
started raising pinto beans
in the early 1970s. In 2009,
our farm took a break
from edible beans when
corn and soybeans were

good, but mostly, because
we focused on tiling. That
was our business-plan
model. We are raising
black beans right now.
What’s your favorite
piece of farm equipment? My favorite piece
of farm equipment is the
combine. It’s nice to see
that hard work come to
an end at harvest. Today’s
machines are pretty comfortable to run. There’s a
lot of technology at hand.
Do you have any hobbies? I enjoy spending

farm.
GARY WERTISH
Renville, Minnesota

How did you get into
farming? I graduated
from college and worked
at an off-the-farm job for
a short time. I didn’t enjoy working from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. so I came back to
the family farm. Gradually, as land became available, I was able to buy my
own land.
What classes of dry
beans do you grow?
We’re raising navy beans
46

right now. Basically, we
have a couple of outlets
we can use. We can harvest navy beans pretty
easy.
Do you have any hobbies? My hobbies revolve
around my grandkids. We
like to do everyday things
together like gardening. I
have four grandchildren:
two boys and two girls.
Some of my grandkids are
expressing interest in the
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Are you involved in
any leadership roles? I
serve as vice-president of
the Minnesota Farmers
Union. I enjoy doing that,
because we’re looking out
for the future of farming.
Farmers Union has always
been a strong grassroots
organization. I enjoy the
chance to better the future of farming and rural
America.
What is your dream vacation? Czechoslovakia.
I haven’t been there yet.
My roots are Czech. I

time with my family. I also
enjoy golfing and playing
sports. I’ve been to North
Carolina and Arizona to
golf, but there are good
courses in the Red River
Valley, too.
What’s the best part of
your job? Waking up in
the morning and being
surrounded by work, being out in the elements
with Mother Nature, seeing what the good Lord
can provide each day. The
romance of the unknown
is exciting.

would go see Prague, because there is lots of history there.
What’s the best part
about farming? The best
part about farming is your
independence and it’s a
terrific way to raise a family. You’re always spending
time with your family.
Where do you see the
future of the dry bean
industry? Dry beans are
a great crop for farmers
to work into their rotation. I think the dry bean
industry will be very solid,
because there’s always a
demand for the product.

2017 Twin Master
HARVEST BEANS LIKE YOU MEAN IT

16 row 22” model ONE STEP

QUALITY is
our #1 Goal

13 1/2 ft. Dump Bin Height

www.pickettequipment.com

1-800-473-3559

Low Impact Threshing System

Contact your local authorized dealer
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Join us for Bean Day! Details inside.

