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Information in a Time of Uncertainty

Last year was a challenging year, as farmers 
across much of the country faced a devastat-
ing drought. However, in the Northarvest 
region, dry bean growers experienced an ex-
ceptional bean crop. The dry conditions were 
unfavorable for disease development, which 
came as a relief for many. Looking ahead, only 
time will tell what 2013 has in store.

Uncertainty is a word you deal with on a 
regular basis. We can’t predict what Mother 
Nature will throw at us this year and we cer-
tainly can’t predict what it will take to get leaders in Washington to 
work together to pass a five-year farm bill. Despite the uncertainty 
that you constantly face, you continue to move forward and I com-
mend you for that.

In this issue of the BeanGrower you’ll find information regarding 
the crop insurance pilot program, dry bean diseases and a breeding 
update; among other timely topics. With all of the uncertainty you 
face, our goal is to provide you with as much information we can on 
current happenings in the dry bean industry.

I hope conditions are favorable for another successful year in 
the fields. And maybe, if we’re lucky, it will be a successful year in 
Washington, too!

Dan Webster,President 
Northarvest Bean Growers Association
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Always read and follow label directions and precautions. Topsin®  is a registered trademark of Nippon Soda Company. UPI logo is a trademark of United Phosphorus, Inc.  
©February, 2013. United Phosphorus, Inc., 630 Freedom Business Center, King of Prussia, PA  19406. www.upi-usa.com.

Built for where crop 
protection is going.

Get Topsin, and get the peace of mind only the market leader can provide.
If the threat of white mold is consuming more than your dry and succulent bean crop,  
get Topsin® fungicide from UPI. Dry bean growers use Topsin more than any other brand  
on the market, because it provides superior white mold protection, bountiful yields, and  
complete peace of mind. Don’t trust your crops to anything else, use Topsin. Topsin doesn’t  
just kill the white mold, it kills all doubt. For more information, visit your UPI distributor,  
or call your area UPI sales representative.

Topsin. 
Because white mold 
doesn’t just consume 
your crops.
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Bean Breeding Update
North Dakota State Uni-

versity dry bean breeder 
Dr. Juan Osorno has a lot 
on his plate. Reacting to 
the dark color of the 2010 
and 2011 Northarvest 
pinto bean crops, Osorno 
accelerated his efforts to 
include a slow darkening 
gene into his breeding 
program. 

During that time, Os-
orno has also developed 
and released Rio Rojo, a 
new small red bean vari-
ety, is closer to releasing a 
new version of Stampede 
with increased resistance 
to rust, and is working on 
potential releases of light 
and dark red kidney bean 

varieties. 
Osorno is working with 

USDA/ARS researcher 
Dr. Phil Miklas in Prosser, 
Washington on develop-
ing a slow darkening pinto 
bean. Osorno received 
a Specialty Crop Block 
Grant from the North 
Dakota Department of 
Agriculture and is trying 
to figure out how he can 
deploy the slow darkening 
gene into pinto beans as 
quickly as possible.

In 2012, pintos with 
the slow darkening gene, 
although harvested 3-4 
weeks later than the nor-
mal harvest date, held 
their lighter color even 

though some caught snow 
and rain in late Septem-
ber. “What I’m trying to 
say is the gene actually 
works,” says Osorno. “Re-
sults across three loca-
tions in North Dakota 
shows there are at least 
five or six lines that not 
only have the slow dark-
ening trait but are also su-
perior, or at least competi-
tive in terms of seed yields 
with whatever we have 
already available.” 

The original source of 
the gene never became 
a commercial variety be-
cause it lacks the yield po-
tential growers are looking 
for. So Osorno kept cross-

ing that into many other 
commercial backgrounds 
and now has lines that 
hopefully will bring the 
whole agronomic pack-
age that we’re looking for, 
plus the slow darkening 
trait. “I have three or four 
candidates that are look-
ing good but I would like 
one more year of testing 
before I commit myself to 
coming here and saying 
this is the good one,” said 
Osorno.  

Osorno has also stud-
ied cooking and canning 
quality characteristics of 
pinto beans to determine 
if there’s any difference in 
cooking time between nor-

Since 1927 and here for future generations
www.kelleybean.com

Kelley Bean Co. salutes all bean producers. Have a safe and successful growing season.
Check with us soon for your seed needs and ‘13 crop contracts.
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“The gene actually works,” said Dr. Juan Osorno, North Dakota 
State University, when describing the slow-darkening gene for dry 
beans.

mal and delayed harvested 
beans. “So far we have not 
found a difference in cook-
ing times,” says Osorno, 
“and there’s no difference 
in cooking time between 
light and dark color. It’s 
more dependent on the 
variety itself, as well as 
seed moisture.” 

So, it doesn’t appear 
that cooking time is af-
fected by adding the slow 
darkening gene. The ad-
dition of the gene has not 
had an effect on canning 
quality either, except for 
the lighter color. Osorno 
says two canners he’s 
worked with suggest a 
separate canning produc-
tion line may be necessary 
to avoid co-mingling of 
regular and slow darken-
ing pinto beans. Accord-
ing to Osorno, “Canners 
don’t want canned beans 
with half light color and 
half dark color. That’s an 
interesting conversation 
that we as a growing com-
munity need to have.” 

There will be plenty of 
Rio Rojo seed for grow-
ers this season. The new 
NDSU release out-yielded 
Merlot in most years and 
locations in side-by-side 
comparisons. Over several 
years of trials, Rio Rojo 
had almost a 400 pound 
yield advantage, accord-
ing to Osorno, and there 
are no significant differ-
ences among Rio Rojo 
and Merlot when it comes 
to the other agronomic 
traits. 

Rio Rojo was grown 
along with an experimen-

tal line from Washington 
in the Cooperative Dry 
Bean Nursery trial at 11 
locations in the US and 
Canada. In some cases, 
the new small red bean 
yielded more than 3,000 
pounds per acre. But what 
makes Osorno most ex-
cited is the fact that for the 
first time, we may have a 
commercial cultivar with 
the highest levels of resis-
tance to bacterial blight. 
“I’m not going to say it’s 
completely immune, but 
it holds much better than 
any other variety,” says 
Osorno. “I think it’s a great 
milestone. We’re trying to 
move that resistance into 
other market classes that 
have more economic im-
portance in the region.”

A new version of Stam-
pede, ND020351-R, which 
is more resistant to the 
new race of rust, is closer 
to release. Osorno has 
been selecting for the 
Ur11 gene to bring rust 
resistance as close to 100 

percent as possible. “So 
far, we’re at 85 to 90 per-
cent. We’re trying to figure 
out why we’re not able to 
get up to 100 percent be-
cause it’s a simple gene,” 

A seed increase was 
done last year in Wash-
ington. This year, Osorno 
plans to do inoculated 
trials to confirm the differ-
ences seen in the green-
house. Seed will be avail-
able in 2014. 

Northarvest’s Research 
Committee met with Os-
orno at the NDSU green-
house last winter and 
saw seed increases of two 
kidney bean lines. One is 
1106, a light red kidney. 
Combined results from 
2006 to 2011, mostly in 
Minnesota, show yields 
topped any other com-
mercial check-19 bags 
versus 18 for Foxfire and 
13 for Pink Panther. A dark 
red kidney experimental is 
yielding 300 pounds more 
than the conventional va-
rieties like Montcalm and 

Red Hawk. These would 
be the first kidney variet-
ies released by NDSU.

Osorno also got funding 
from the North Dakota 
State Board of Agricultural 
Research and Education 
(SBARE), supported by 
the dry bean checkoff, 
to study the mineral 
content in beans grown 
in Northarvest. Osorno 
says Northarvest has the 
potential for mineral bio-
fortification in North Da-
kota and Minnesota. Pre-
liminary analysis found 
a wide variation among 
commonly grown variet-
ies of the major classes of 
beans in the seed content 
of various minerals, such 
as iron, zinc, calcium, 
potassium and magne-
sium. Osorno hopes to 
determine what genes are 
responsible for this wide 
variation. “Where beans 
are grown makes a differ-
ence in the mineral con-
tent in the seed. I’m try-
ing to figure out a way to 
understand that location 
effect into the whole ge-
netic process of improving 
or increasing the mineral 
content of these seeds.” 

The goal is to add value 
to Northarvest beans. Os-
orno asks, “What if we can 
sell beans that are higher 
in zinc, or higher in iron?”

Osorno’s team also con-
tinues to work on white 
mold resistance, drought 
tolerance, halo blight, 
gene models, root rot re-
sistance, and plant archi-
tecture.
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Bean Briefs
NORThARvEST  
DIRECTORS ELECTED

Two incumbents and one new 
director have been elected to the 
Northarvest Bean Growers Associa-
tion’s board of directors. Joe Mauch 
from Hankinson, ND was re-elected 
to his 3rd term representing District 
5. Jon Ewy, Deer Creek, MN, was 
also re-elected to a 3rd term, from 
District 8. In District 2, David Dick-
son from Grand Forks, ND, suc-
ceeds Gary Paur as the new District 
2 director.

vITERRA NOw GLENCORE
Glencore has completed its ac-

quisition of Viterra. Fran Malecha, 
who has been Viterra’s chief op-
erating officer, is now in charge of 

Glencore’s North American op-
erations. Malecha is a Minnesota 
native, who previously worked for 
General Mills. With the $6.1 billion 
deal, Glencore is now Canada’s 
largest grain handler. Glencore In-
ternational, based in Switzerland, is 

Northarvest 
Election Districts

saying little about what changes, if 
any, will be implemented at coun-
try elevators that were formerly 
owned and operated by Viterra. 
Glencore’s Canadian assets include 
258 retail crop input facilities, 7 
port terminals and 92 primary grain 
elevators. The acquisition also in-
cludes former Viterra assets in the 
US, Europe, Asia and Australia. The 
company says deals to sell selected 
Canadian and Australian assets to 
Agrium and Richardson Interna-
tional will be completed before the 
end of 2013. 

FOCuS ON COLOR
The Northarvest Bean Growers 

Association is reaching out to con-
sumers to learn if the color of pinto 
beans is a big factor in their buying 
decision. President Dan Webster 
and Director Alan Juliuson were in 
Phoenix, Arizona in mid-February 
to observe focus groups’ response 
to a handful of pinto bean samples, 
ranging from light and bright, to 
dark. The focus groups were com-
prised of male and female Hispan-
ics. Results are not yet compiled, but 
Northarvest President Dan Webster 
said the consumers also had several 
questions for him and Juliuson.   

Buyers of Navy and Kidney  
Pintos - Satellite for Central Valley Bean

THOMPSONS USA LIMITED
 

41703 US Hwy. 2 SW, 
P.O. Box 374,  

East Grand Forks, MN  56721

Tel: (218) 773-8834 
or (800) 777-8834

Fax: (218) 773-9809

Email: 
jvrolyk@thompsonslimited.com
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More Growers Going Direct, 
Despite Harvest Losses

North Dakota State 
University Extension 
agronomist Hans Kandel 
updated growers at Bean 
Day on his research on 
harvest losses due to di-
rect harvesting and how 
those losses vary among 
various classes of beans. 

According to the 2012 
dry bean grower survey, 
30 percent of growers 
who responded said they 
lost one to five percent 
of their beans by direct 
harvesting. Another 29 
percent reported a six to 
10 percent harvest loss. 49 
percent of dry bean grow-
ers who harvested con-
ventionally reported yield 
losses between one and 
five percent, and seven 
percent had yield losses of 
six to ten percent. 

The objective of Kan-
del’s study was to look at 
direct harvest losses for 
Lariat, Eclipse and Vista 
beans, as well as differ-
ences regarding nitrogen 
fertilization and inocula-
tion. The study started 
in 2010, was interrupted 
by drowned-out plots in 
2011, and continued in 
2012. Beans were planted 
in 18-inch rows with 50 
pounds of additional 
nitrogen added to the 
residual N of 50 pounds. 
Two different commercial 
inoculants were used. 

Kandel acknowledges 
that each combine is 

different so he looks at 
trends between the dif-
ferent types of beans. 
Two rows were knifed 
and two rows were direct 
harvested. The hard part 
was counting beans left 
behind the combine. “The 
white bean is easier to see 
than the black bean,” says 
Kandel, “and sometimes 
you have pods and pieces 
of pods. We counted all 
the seeds that were either 
on the ground that you 
could see or still in the 
pods. We then did the 
seed weight and calcu-
lated how many pounds 
we lost.”

In 2010, Kandel said 
the direct harvesting loss 
was a very high percent-
age, about 25 percent 
for Lariat pinto beans. 

Kandel’s study showed a 
yield of 1,547 pounds per 
acre, and a loss of an ad-
ditional 526 pounds. Vista 
out-yielded both Lariat 
and Eclipse, with a yield 
of 1,755 pounds although 
the harvest loss was 488 
pounds per acre. 

In 2012, Lariat was 
the best yielder at 2,766 
pounds per acre, with 
the harvest loss down to 
about 13 percent, or 399 
pounds. 

Harvest losses for beans 
that were knifed were a 
lot lower in 2010. Eclipse 
had the best yield at 2,069 
pounds per acre. The yield 
loss was only 90 pounds 
per acre, or 4 percent. 
Lariat had a 9 percent har-
vest loss and 8 percent of 
Vista’s yield was lost using 

conventional harvesting. 
Losses in 2012 were high-
er because of dry condi-
tions which caused more 
shattering. Eclipse beans 
had a 7 percent harvest 
loss, according to the 
NDSU study last year.  

Summing up his study, 
Kandel says, “When we 
do direct harvest, we will 
see a substantial loss 
in dry beans and it de-
pends on the operator, 
the equipment and the 
environment-if it’s dry, we 
see more issues with shat-
tering.”   

Comparing dry beans 
to soybeans, Kandel says 
soybeans nodulate much 
more profusely than dry 
beans. There is also a dif-
ference in nodulation 

Continued on Next Page
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among the three classes of 
dry beans studied. “Lariat 
had significantly more 
nodules per plant in both 
2010 and 2012. And there 
is a negative relationship 
between the level of N in 
the soil and the nodula-
tion.”

 However, there was lit-
tle yield difference among 
the three classes of beans 
based on inoculants ap-
plied. There was no signif-
icant difference in nodu-
lation or yield for beans 
that had an additional 50 
pounds of nitrogen ap-
plied in 2010; however, 
in 2012, the number of 
nodules was lower when 
additional nitrogen was 
applied although yields 
were somewhat similar.

Northarvest Bean Grow-

ers Association President 
Dan Webster thinks one 
result of the trend toward 
direct harvesting is that 
it is much easier for dry 
bean growers to go into 
and out of dry beans. “You 
don’t have the additional 
investment in special ma-
chinery, so if you’re rais-
ing soybeans you can di-
rect harvest pinto beans. 
So it’s much easier to go in 
and out of the crops and 
it’s probably even easier to 
raise more acres.” 

Webster does both di-
rect and conventional 
harvesting and likes that 
flexibility because some 
of his land has rocks. In 
2012, he cut all his beans 
and because of the dry-
ness he thinks he lost 
more beans than he does 

when he direct harvests. 
Webster agrees with Kan-
del’s research that shows 
more harvest losses with 
direct harvesting. But, 
says Webster, “There’s a 
lot of factors that enter 
into it. If you have more 
moisture so the beans get 
the height, and if you ad-
just the combine, the air 
reel, and you don’t try to 
go too fast, you can do a 
pretty good job.” 

While studies show 
you’ll probably lose a 
little more with direct 
harvest, Webster says you 
also have more harvest 
expense with the cutting 
and windrowing, so you 
can afford to lose a few 
more beans.

Which Type II variety 
you plant makes a differ-

ence in how many beans 
end up in the combine 
hopper. NDSU bean 
breeder Dr. Juan Osorno 
says other factors include 
your equipment, operator 
care, and environmen-
tal conditions at harvest 
time. 

According to Osorno, 
there is less disease pres-
sure with Type II bean 
varieties caused by better 
airflow in between the 
rows. “Now that we have 
good, high-yielding up-
right beans, the next step 
we really want to focus on 
is to try to go back to the 
earliness that we had in 
the old varieties,” says Os-
orno. “Our bean cycle has 
been delayed by about 
one or two weeks and we 
want to put that back, if 

Receiving Stations:
Edinburg Farmers Elevator

701-993-8421
Fordville Coop Elevator

701-229-3293
Johnstown, ND 701-869-2680

Cavalier, ND 701-265-8495

Planting season is just around the corner.
Now is the time to think about 

your Pinto and Black Bean Seed!

We have good availability of high quality certi�ed seed 
to �t your farming operation & maximize your pro�t . 

Order your seed today!
Stop in or call us about New Crop Contracts.

When you need advice on beans,
you need The BEAN EXPERTS

at Johnstown and Cavalier Bean

BTR Farmers Coop
701-446-2281www.johnstownbean.com



spring 2013  Northarvest Bean Grower        11

it’s physiologically pos-
sible.” 

Osorno is seeking a 
package of different traits-
high yield combined with 
disease resistance as well 
as nutritional quality. 

According to a recent 
article in the Gering, Ne-
braska Star Herald, grow-
ing a good dry bean crop 
for direct harvest takes 
some getting used to. It 
not only involves finding 
the best upright architec-
ture, but probably just as 
important, if not more so, 
is determining the correct 
plant population.

After one year of re-
search, University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln Extension 
Educator Jim Schild has 

some idea on what might 
work, but it isn’t written in 
stone.

“We know an upright 
bean is best for direct har-
vest,” Schild said. “What 
we don’t know is the pop-
ulation requirement.”

Direct harvest is still in 
the experimental stages 
in the North Platte River 
Valley, although it is 
popular in other regions 
of the United States. One 
of the local issues is plant 
population. How many 
seeds need to be planted 
in order to get a good 
stand? What are the fac-
tors in making that deci-
sion? Those are questions 
Schild is working on.

“Do we use higher 

populations or normal, 
like we use with the vin-
ing beans,” Schild asked. 
“Preliminary studies sug-
gest that we bounce it up. 
The question is, by how 
much.”

According to Schild, 
there are three growth 
habits. Type III is the vin-
ing kind. These are the 
more traditional variet-
ies, mostly great northern 
and pinto. These grow up, 
fall over and intertwine. 
Type I has been around 
for some time, also. Light 
reds fall into this category. 
They have different sets 
during the growing sea-
son. Their growing point 
ends in a flower, and 

a higher population is 
needed. Type II is upright 
like Type I, but it has ad-
ditional pod sets.

Carlos Urrea, the bean 
breeding specialist at the 
UNL Panhandle Research 
and Extension Center, is 
working to develop new 
pinto lines that can be 
successful in direct har-
vest.

“Upright is more ap-
plicable to direct harvest,” 
Schild explained. “So do 
we plant at Type I or Type 
III rates?

“Right now, I’d say, ‘In 
between,’ but we have 
only one year of data, so 
we have more to learn,” 
Schild said.
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Purchaser and Processor of Navy  
and Pinto Beans

Receiving Station
Dahlen Farmers Elevator –  

Petersburg, ND  
701.345.8234

Call us for all of your edible bean 
 seed needs!

Star of the West Milling Co.
4082 22nd Avenue NE
McCanna, ND  58251

Jill Sweeney
Email:  jill.sweeney@starofthewest.com

Cell:  701.335.9182 
Office:  701.397.5261 

www.alliancegrain.com       www.saskcan.com       www.uspulses.com

From Producer to the World

Find Alliance Grain Traders Inc. on the Toronto Stock Exchange under the symbol AGT. 

To market your beans, lentils, chickpeas or peas or to discuss growing pulses, contact 
Saskcan Pulse Trading in Canada at 1-877-SASKCAN or United Pulse Trading in 
the U.S. at 1-877-751-1623.

Good Reasons to
Work with Us:
1) Quality “Western      
     Grown” Seed
2) Friendly Service
3) Competitive Prices
4) Dividends To All  
     Producers
5) Agronomy Service

Gary W. Fuglesten, Manager
PO Box 162
Buxton, ND

Ph: (701) 847-2622
Fax: (701) 847-2623

Toll Free: (800) 286-2623

Pinto Beans    Navy Beans  
Quality Seed

Pinto Bean Receiving Stations At:

   Alliance Valley Bean, Larimore, ND   
Contact Travis at (701) 343-6363  
   Alliance Valley Bean, Sharon, ND    
Contact Mike at (701) 524-2568 
   CHS Harvest States, Fairdale, ND        
Contact Wayne at (701) 966-2515 
   CHS Harvest States, Pisek, ND
Contract Francis at (701) 284-6012

   CHS Harvest States, Lankin, ND
Contact Paul at (701) 593-6255
   Hatton Farmers Elevator, Hatton, ND
Contact Alan at (701) 543-3773
   Lake Region Grain, Devils Lake, ND
Contact Mark at (701) 662-5051
   Thompsons, East Grand Forks, MN
Contact Jim at (218) 773-8834

 Wilton Farmers Union Elev., Washburn, ND
Contact Brian at (701) 734-6780
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Revenue Coverage Pilot 
Program Launched

The new revenue crop insurance 
product for dry beans is on the 
ground for 2013. The Risk Man-
agement Agency has announced 
projected spring prices for the pilot 
program for 2013 in Minnesota and 
North Dakota. They are as follows:

Pinto beans 
$0.33/ pound
Navy beans  
$0.34/pound
Black beans  
$0.31/pound
Dark red kidney beans 
$0.53/pound

Prices for those four classes of 
beans are the same for APH, or 
yield, coverage here in Northarvest. 
Prices for APH coverage for pinto 

farming the insurance program, 
since our revenue price for pintos, 
navies and blacks are less than the 
APH coverage in the rest of the US,” 
said Courneya, “the revenue prod-
uct  was not intended to influence 
acres or the market.” 

Cole Arthun, with Watts & Associ-
ates, contacted dry bean processors 
to get current new-crop contract 
prices as well as the volume of those 
contracts, which aided RMA in 
establishing the projected prices.  
USDA/AMS Market News reports 
will be used to determine harvest 
prices. The revenue coverage will 
function identically to combo rev-
enue protection coverage, but will 
use alternative mechanisms to de-
termine the projected and harvest 
prices.

Tim Smith, who chairs the 
Northarvest Bean Growers Associa-
tion’s crop insurance committee, 
says the revenue crop insurance 
is the result of a lot of hard work. 
“Probably at least five or six years 
from our start of this and, yes, it’s 
nice to see it finally go.” Smith says 
the new revenue crop insurance 
coverage will operate the same as 
the corn, soybean and wheat rev-
enue programs so it’ll be a quick 
learn for dry bean growers. 

This is a 4-year pilot program 
for black, pinto, navy and dark red 
kidney beans. Coverage is being of-
fered for dry beans in all counties in 
Minnesota and North Dakota where 
dry bean yield coverage is currently 
available. For more information, go 
to www.cropinsuranceresources.
org, click on Pulse Crops Pilot 
Launch Support Education Module. 

beans in South Dakota are 35 cents, 
and in Colorado, 37 cents a pound. 
Navy and black beans in Michigan 
are at 36 cents per pound. Dark red 
kidneys are at 53 cents a pound na-
tionwide. 

APH prices for some other classes 
are 39 cents per pound for Great 
Northerns; 50 cents for light red kid-
neys; 53 cents for cranberry beans; 
41 cents for small reds; and 40 cents 
a pound for pink beans.

Tim Courneya, Executive Vice 
President of the Northarvest Bean 
Growers Association, says the pro-
jected price of the revenue coverage 
for pintos here in Northarvest is a 
bit lower than expected. “So, there’s 
no way anyone can tell us we’re 

Valley Headquarters for  
Edible Bean Equipment

• Locally Owned for over 50 Years   • Specialized On-Call Technicians
                      • Large Inventory of Pickett and Elmers Parts    
 • Check out our Used Bean Equipment Online at www.uglemness.com               

701-587-6116 
800-223-1630

www.uglemness.com
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www.nachurs.com

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL NACHURS 
DISTRIBUTOR FOR MORE INFORMATION:

NVF, Inc.
1418 31st. Ave. NE
Manvel, ND 58256

701.696.2484

GIVE YOUR BEANS

THE NACHURS
A D V A N T A G E

•  HIGHER BEAN YIELDS  •
BETTER QUALITY BEANS  •  INCREASED MATURITY

NVF, Inc. has been helping local bean growers achieve higher profits per acre for over 40 
years.  To maximize yields and profits per acre, bean growers are incorporating quality 
starter and foliar fertilizers from NVF, Inc. into their crop production programs:

STARTER FERTILIZER:

•  Seed safe at recommended rates
•  Stimulates early growth and uniform emergence
•  Establishes better root system
•  Promotes quicker maturity
•  Can be applied with zinc
•  Maximizes bean yields & profits

 FOLIAR FERTILIZERS:

•  Foliar safe at recommended rates
•  Improves pod set
•  Promotes earlier maturity
•  Can be applied with trace elements
•  Maximizes bean yields & profits

For maximum yields and early season plant performance, give your bean crop
The NACHURS Advantage.

MAXIMIZE YOUR BEAN PROFITS
with seed-placed starter and foliar feeding!
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Bean Growers on Capitol Hill
Following the Janu-

ary US Dry Bean Council 
meetings in Washington, 
D.C., Gordley Associates 
organized meetings with 
Northarvest congressional 
representatives.

Northarvest Bean Grow-
ers Association Director 
Mark Streed, North Da-
kota Dry Bean Council 
member Scott Mund, Bill 
Thoreson, USDBC Vide 
President, and Northar-
vest Executive Vice Presi-
dent Tim Courneya visited 
the offices of Senators 

Amy Klobuchar and Al 
Franken from Minnesota, 
and John Hoeven and 
Heidi Heitkamp from 
North Dakota, as well as 
Representatives Collin 
Peterson and Tim Walz 
from Minnesota, and 
Kevin Cramer from North 
Dakota.  

The talking points, de-
veloped by Robert Sindt, 
USDBC Government Af-
fairs Liaison, urged the 
expeditious passage of a 
full, five-year farm bill, 
and maintaining crop 

insurance as the safety 
net for production agri-
culture. Regarding deficit 
reduction and spending 
cuts, the bean growers 
urged equity for agricul-
tural programs so that 
necessary budget balanc-
ing and spending cuts do 
not impact farm programs 
disproportionate to cuts 
in other governmental 
programs. 

Agricultural research, 
nutrition delivery and ed-
ucation, trade promotion 
and export food aid were 

other talking points. 
Northarvest Bean Grow-

ers Association Executive 
Vice President Tim Cour-
neya said all of the people 
they met with were most 
positive about getting 
the farm program done. 
“They said these (farm bill 
) extensions may become 
the norm for a while,” 
said Courneya, “and what 
they’re a little bit scared of 
is during these extensions, 
each time they’re going to 
keep whittling down on 
the things they’re not go-
ing to fund.”

From left, Bill Thoreson, Scott Mund, Mark Streed, and Tim Courneya.
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Ph : 218-964-5407   Web: www.drybean .com

Buyers of Pinto Beans, Black Beans  
and most other dry edible beans

A Division of Legumex Walker

St. Hilaire Seed

Legumex Walker Inc. Edible Bean Division

Northwood Bean Company
301 S Potato Road

Northwood, ND  58267
Contact Tim  

Ph:1-701-587-5206   
Email: nbc@polarcomm.com

Northwood Bean Co.

est. 1983

Buyer of Pinto & Black Beans

Call Us for Seed and Production Contracts!

Receiving Stations: 
Barlow Farmers Elevator      Bremen Farmers Elevator 

Cando Farmers Elevator

We wish everyone a safe and bountiful harvest!
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Raedel’s
Hardsurface Welding
Hardsurface pinto bean knives -- Heath, Speedy and Orthman knives

Hardsurface advantages:
 1) Do not need a rod weeder.
 2) No plant pull.
 3) Self sharpening.
 4) Slick cut of bean plant and all weeds.
 5) Cut plant minimum depth of ground
  -- less dirt in beans.
 6) If off rows, plant is cut as long as plant 
  contacts the end of knife.

Have knives on hand.
Appreciate orders as early as possible.

Also hardsurface: Plow lays (all makes of plow); cultivator 
shovels; chisel plow points; NH-3 fertilizer knives; and 

spikes for cultivator, chisel plows and regular applicators

Franklyn D. Raedel
Bruce Thom

PO Box 23 Neche, ND 58265
BUS: (701) 886-7688  RES: (701) 886-7504

Raedels_Summer08_kp.indd   1 7/22/08   1:51:11 PM

Northarvest Gets Good 
Reception in Mexico

“They knew us; we 
didn’t have to explain 
who we were.” That’s how 
Northarvest Bean Grow-
ers Association Execu-
tive Vice President Tim 
Courneya summed up the 
US Dry Bean Council’s 
International Congress 
in Cabo San Lucas. Be-
cause of the uncertainty 
of USDA Foreign Market 
Development (FMD) and 
Market Access Program 
(MAP) funds, fewer bean 

Northarvest connected with Mexican buyers at the USDBC 
International Congress.

have been doing as far as 
supplying Mexico with 
good quality beans. The 
Mexican buyers are also 
well aware of Minnesota 
and North Dakota’s posi-
tion as a world supplier 
of beans and are willing 
to grow with us (Northar-
vest).”

Courneya said he, as 
well as ND Dry Bean 
Council members Scott 
Mund and Tim Smith, and 
Northarvest Bean Grow-
ers Association director 
Mark Streed, didn’t have 
to introduce themselves 
this year. “Everybody 
knows about Northarvest-
a big change from recent 
years,” said Courneya.  

Courneya thinks the 
increased recognition is 
the result of a number of 
traders who’ve really been 

pushing Northarvest beans 
in Mexico. Also, Northar-
vest growers have been 
making Mexico aware of 
the fact that we can grow 
black beans as well as 
pinto beans. “I even heard 
a comment from one of the 
importers that the interest 
in Michigan black beans 
is going to switch because 
they know that Northar-
vest is continuing to show 
a positive approach and 
being a stable supplier of 
both pintos and blacks,” 
said Courneya, “it’s just the 
consistency of us always 
being there, and always 
being there to talk about 
the issues and they’re 
very happy to see us come 
back and we don’t have to 
explain who we are any-
more.”

importers were expected 
to attend, but according 
to Courneya, there was a 
good, friendly crowd of 
Mexican buyers. 

While there were no 
buyers from any coun-
tries other than Mexico, 
Courneya said the quality 
of the buyers made up for 
the fewer numbers. “In all 
six of our meetings with 
buyers, we heard very 
positive feedback on what 
our shippers and sellers 
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BuRGuNDy BEANS & BEEF
 
Nutrition Note: This recipe makes 10 servings. Each 
serving has 270 calories, 7 g fat, 23 g protein, 25 g 
carbohydrates, 10 g fiber, 29 mg calcium, 78 mcg fo-
late, 7.45 mg potassium, and 200 mg sodium. 

Ingredients:  
• 2 tablespoons canola oil
• 1 pound beef chuck or round steak
    partially frozen
• 2 15.5-ounce cans light red kidney or pinto beans
• 1 medium onion
• 8 ounces baby carrots 
• 2 4-ounce cans mushrooms
• 1 cup crushed tomatoes
• 1 teaspoon thyme
• 1 teaspoon rosemary
• 1 bay leaf
• 1 cup dry red wine
• 2 – 4 tablespoons sugar, optional

Method:  
1. Heat oven to 225º F.  
2. Cut steak into thin slices, cut into bit size pieces.  
3. In a 3 quart or larger pan, heat oil over medium 

heat.  Add beef and brown.  
4. While beef is browning, drain and rinse beans.  

Chop onion and carrots.  Cut up large mushroom 
pieces.  

5. When beef is brown, add beans, onion, carrots, 
mushrooms, tomato, herbs and wine.  

6. Stir gently.  Cover and bake 2 to 4 hours.  Remove 
bay leaf.  Taste and add sugar, if needed.    

7. This dish may also be simmered on top of the 
stove for 30 minutes or more.  

8. A sprig of thyme and rosemary, fresh mushrooms 
and tomatoes may be substituted for the dry and 
canned ingredients.  If dry beans are used, they 
must be fully cooked before the wine is added be-
cause of the acid.        

Students Learn 
About Beans

The Minot Living Ag 
Classroom was held in 
conjunction with the 
KMOT-TV Ag Expo at the 
State Fairgrounds January 
23 and 24.  Despite below 
zero wind chill both days, 
70 area instructors and 
743 students attended the 
two-day event.    

Lynne Bigwood and 
Cheryl Olson led the Bean 
Crazy game with 12 class 
rotations/stops during 
three 90-minute sessions 
each day.  Burlington 
FFA members taught the 
lessons in two booths, 
timed the event and led 
the classes as they rotated 
from booth to booth.    

Two unique “kid com-
ments” happened this 
year.  One girl flatly re-
fused to take bonus points 
for “Everyone eats bean 
tacos on Tuesday”—she 
was not about to be 
swayed by getting more 
“money”—she was not 
eating beans!  And a boy 
asked if he could buy the 

game.  Lynne is still smil-
ing about her honesty and 
his roundabout endorse-
ment of the game.

The Bismarck Living Ag 
Classroom was held Feb-
ruary 12 and 13th in con-
junction with the KFYR 
Radio Agri-International 
event at the Civic Center.  
Commodity and other ag 
groups, including Mandan 
FFA, hosted 13 booths 
with 1335 total students in 
67 classrooms and teach-
ers, and 119 other adult 
chaperones.  Many groups 
travel to this event in cars 
rather than buses which 
multiplies the number of 
adult chaperones who at-
tend.  It is a good opportu-
nity to educate the adults 
as well as the fourth grade 
students.  Marjo Hewit-
son assisted Lynne at this 
event. 

Jackie Buckley and the 
Mandan NDSU Extension 
staff continue to coordi-
nate this event.    

Northarvest takes an active role in the North Dakota Living Ag 
Classroom project.



spring 2013  Northarvest Bean Grower        19

Food Safety Modernization Act Update
Congress enacted the 

Food Safety Moderniza-
tion Act nearly two years 
ago, which is about to be 
implemented. Accord-
ing to North Dakota State 
University ag economics 
professor Dave Saxowsky, 
the big change for food 
companies and proces-
sors is HACCP, Hazard 
Analysis and Critical Con-
trol Points. 

HACCP is a manage-
ment system in which 
food safety is addressed 
through the analysis and 
control of biological, 
chemical and physical 

hazards from raw material 
production procurement 
and handling, to manu-
facturing, distribution, 
and consumption of the 
finished product.  

“The meat industry, for 
example, has been subject 
to HACCP requirements 
for perhaps 20 years. Now 
we’re seeing some ad-
ditional food companies 
being brought under 
those legal expectations,” 
according to Saxowsky, 
“so, food businesses are 
going to have to take their 
documentation one step 
further and make sure 

they have HACCP plans in 
place to meet these new 
legal requirements.”

Dry bean exporters will 
certainly be subject to the 
new law and will need to 
develop a food safety plan 
for their business and will 
need to implement it, and 
have the documentation 
that they have implement-
ed it. 

According to Saxowsky, 
“A lot of these compa-
nies have been following 
these practices to assure 
that they have a safe food 
product. Now they’ll need 
to document that they’re 

following these practices, 
so if a problem is found, 
we can go back and iden-
tify the source of the prob-
lem.” 

The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration announced a 
120-day comment period 
early this year, which lasts 
until mid-May. Saxowsky 
thinks it could be at least 
a year until food safety 
plans have to be in place. 
“So it’s a good time to 
learn about them and 
to begin working in that 
direction. We know we’re 
going to do it, so we might 
as well get started.” 
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The Zollinger Report
North Dakota State 

University Extension 
weed scientist Dr. Rich 
Zollinger says there is an 
effort in North Dakota to 
get BroadAxe herbicide 
registered for use on dry 
beans. While it’s a new 
name, Zollinger says the 
active ingredients are not 
new. “It’s a combination 
of Dual and Spartan. It is 
already labeled on soy-
beans and sunflower, but 
we have a North Dakota 
Section 24C label registra-
tion to get it approved in 
North Dakota, and hope-
fully other crops after 
that.” 

BroadAxe, from FMC, 
is soil-applied at a rate 
of 17 to 25 fluid ounces 
and like any soil-applied 
herbicide, rain is needed 
to activate it. There is a 
12-month restriction for 
sugarbeets, but corn and 
small grains can be plant-
ed within four months 
of an application of 
BroadAxe. BroadAxe 
provides excellent 
control of foxtail, 
pigweed, lambs-
quarter, kochia, 
Russian thistle, 
nightshade and 
smartweed. 

Data from 11 re-
search trials in six 
states in 2010 and 
2011 shows well above 
90 percent control 
of grasses, as well as 
excellent control of 
pigweed and lambs-

quarter. Zollinger’s data 
from 2011 compared two 
rates of BroadAxe to Dual 
Magnum and Spartan 
Charge. According to 
Zollinger, “You put Dual 
and Spartan together and 
you see what we call an 
enhancement or syner-
gism. So with at least six 
weeds we see that this is a 
really good combination 
and they complement 
each other.” 

Zollinger says every 
year since 2006, red root 
pigweed was listed as one 
of the three worst weeds 
by dry bean growers re-
sponding to the Dry Bean 
Survey. “But in 2011, it 
comes up with a different 

name called water hemp. 
If you don’t have water 
hemp, you should get 
down on your knees right 
now and give the Lord a 
quick prayer and thank 
him for not having it,” says 
Zollinger. “It’s the most 
evil weed there is and it’s 
become resistant to most 
of the herbicides on the 
market.” According to 
Zollinger, BroadAxe pro-
vides 99 percent control of 
water hemp.     

The other weed that 
Zollinger says almost 
scares him more than 
water hemp is kochia. 
Kochia joined the list 
of glyphosate resistant 
weeds in 2011, joining 
common ragweed, giant 
ragweed, water hemp, 
and horse weed. Kochia 
control with BroadAxe  is 
99 percent, says Zollinger. 

The interesting thing 
is, even though Zollinger 
was selecting for glypho-
sate resistance, his col-
league, Dr. Kirk Howatt, 
decided to spray Starane 
on the same samples sent 
in by County Agents and 
growers. “Lo and behold,” 
says Zollinger, “we found 
not only glyphosate re-
sistance to both a low and 
high level of glyphosate, 
we just happened to find 
that there is an increas-
ing amount of Starane 
resistance in these same 
samples.” 

Howatt found kochia 
plants that were re-grow-

ing, even after applying 
up to 50 fluid ounces of 
Roundup PowerMAX.   

Just by the use of pre-
emergent herbicides, 
Zollinger says dry bean 
growers are second to 
sunflower growers in 
the use of foundation 
soil-applied herbicides. 
Zollinger told growers at 
Bean Day to “please con-
tinue, please use these 
other modes of action to 
support your weed control 
programs. But, despite 
what you do or what your 
neighbor does, we have 
this problem that kochia 
likes to roll and tumble 
and go across other 
people’s fields. So, a resis-
tant kochia plant can roll 
across your dry bean field 
and deposit these seeds 
and then you have the 
problem in your field.”

To control 2,4-D, ALS, 
dicamba, Starane and 
glyphosate resistant ko-
chia, Zollinger said Ba-
sagran can work if you’re 
spraying one-inch kochia. 
Other options are Spartan 
as a pre-emergence and 
Reflex as your backup 
post-emergent. Zollinger 
says cultivation will also 
work to control resistant 
kochia.  

Zollinger’s advises being 
vigilant. Use lots of modes 
of action, try to identify 
small patches of weeds, 
kill them and pull them 
out so resistant weeds 
don’t become a problem. 
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Grow with us!

Contact us with your contracti ng interest 
for conventi onal food-grade otebo beans.

Identi ty Preserved Ingredients
Non-GMO & Certi fi ed Organic

SK Food also has ongoing 
needs for all types of 
organic dry edible beans 
and conventi onal food-
grade soybeans.

 High premiums paid.

 Spot sale or forward growing contracts offered.

 Shipping and storage options available.

4666 Amber Valley Parkway • Fargo, ND  58104 USA
701.356.4106 TEL • skfood@skfood.com • www.skfood.com

Thank you for “growing with us” for more than 20 years.

USDA: Prices Down, But Above Average
A 60 percent bigger dry 

bean crop in 2012 has 
weakened prices com-
pared to the historically 
high levels received for 
the 2011 crop. However, 
USDA says prices remain 
above prices prior to last 
year’s record levels.

The national average 
yield of the 2012 US dry 
bean crop was up almost 
10 percent from last year, 
setting a record at 18.73 
hundredweight per acre. 
This yield is almost 6 per-
cent higher than the pre-
vious record high of 17.68 
cwt set in 2008. USDA 
says recent estimates 
from Canada were higher 
than anticipated and may 
dampen the market some-

what going forward. 
The dry bean industry 

continues to face a sub-
stantial challenge from 
traditional crops, namely 
corn and soybeans. 

Grower prices for pinto 
beans began the market-
ing year in September 
at $35.25 per hundred-
weight, down more than 
$7 from the previous year, 
but still more than $9 
above the four previous 
crop years.

Despite the small 2011 
crop, export demand re-
mained strong for most 
bean classes and overall 
export demand rose over 
20 percent compared 
with the 2010/11 market-
ing year. During the first 

of navies is two million 
bags, compared to the 
more acceptable level of 
one million. Demand is 
flat to declining, so for 
2013, we’ve got to take 30 
percent of production out, 
and the easiest way to do 
that is through acres,” said 
Cottenden.

Cottenden said the in-
dustry still has to compete 
with corn and soybeans 
and some of these other 
commodities so it doesn’t 
mean our prices are go-
ing to go totally flat but 
there’s not a real incen-
tive to put a lot of dollars 
behind some of these 
contracts. Other issues 
for navy beans are quality 
issues with cracked seed 
coats, plus a lot of canners 
already have good owner-
ship. 

Looking ahead to 2014, 
Cottenden thinks they’ve 
got to get navy bean acres 
back to somewhere over 
300,000 acres.

According to Cottenden, 
the story for black beans 
is similar. “The ideal 
number for a comfort-
able carryout would be 
600, maybe 700,000 bags. 
We’re around that million 
bags-that’s a lot. So, again, 
cut those acres back, cut 
the production and we 
should fall in line a little 
bit better. We have to cut 
acres 20 percent this year.” 
In 2014, Cottenden thinks 
acres will need to get back 
to 2012 levels.

two months of the cur-
rent marketing year, US 
dry bean export volume 
increased 14 percent 
over the same 2-month 
period of 2010/2011 and 
almost 30 percent over 
September-October 
2011/2012 levels. US dry 
bean exports to Canada 
rebounded in the first two 
months of this marketing 
year; however, USDA says 
the 68 percent increase 
in overall Canadian dry 
bean production this year 
may dampen exports to 
Canada. 

Dry bean imports in 
September and October 
were down 27 percent 
from the same period in 
2011.

In his outlook for pinto 
beans at Bean Day, John 
Berthold, President of 
Green Valley Bean LLC 
in Park Rapids, MN, and 
Vice-President of Wal-
halla Bean Co., said the 
additional 300 bags per 
acre yield in 2012 added 
2.2 million bags of supply 
over a normal year. “The 
total pinto crop of 13.3 
million cwt is nearly the 
same as 2010, when prices 
dropped below $20,” said 
Berthold, “there are no 
supply shortages of any 
of the major classes of 
beans.” 

Scott Cottenden, with 
Thompsons USA Limited, 
said navy bean yields were 
historically high, at over 
19 bags per acre in North 
America. “The carryover 
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2013 Twin Master

Contact your local authorized dealer

www.pickettequipment.com
1-800-473-3559

QUALITY is 
our #1 Goal

Low Impact Threshing System

13 1/2 ft. Dump Bin Height

HARVEST BEANS LIKE YOU MEAN IT

16 row 22” model ONE STEP
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Mexico Rebounds
According to the latest 

report from US Dry Bean 
Council Mexico consul-
tant Raul Caballero, more 
than 77,000 hectares of 
beans were planted for 
the fall-winter cycle in the 
northern state of Sinaloa. 
Frost in mid-January 
damaged at least 35,000 
hectares, mostly of corn 
but also chickpeas and 
beans. The state govern-
ment has begun to work 
on the petition of disaster 
funds to the federal gov-
ernment in order to have 
support for the producers 
for replanting. Any crops 
that were replanted now 
must deal with the short-
age of water. 

Official final spring-
summer bean produc-
tion in Zacatecas totaled 
252,900 metric tons. Du-

rango produced 106,700 
tons, and growers in 
Chihuahua produced 
91,000 tons of beans. To-
tal spring-summer cycle 
bean acreage in 2012 in 
Mexico totals 1,460,357 
hectares, a 17 percent in-
crease from the previous 
year. 

Last year’s bean pro-
duction rebounded after 
the disastrous drought of 
2011. The state of Zacate-
cas produced 255,000 
metric tons of beans 
in 2012, a 135 percent 
increase from 2011. Du-
rango’s bean production 
increased more than five-
fold, to 106,700 MT, and 
Chihuahua had an in-
crease of 159 percent from 
2011, to 91,000 MT.

According to Caballero’s 
report, the bean market 

in Mexico is very quiet. 
There has been no need 
to import beans since 
there are beans available 
in Zacatecas and Durango 
and soon, the 2013 fall-
winter beans will be in the 
market as well. Importers 
do not expect the govern-
ment will open the quota 
permits to import beans 
from China or Argen-
tina this year since there 
seems to be enough sup-
ply to cover the needs of 
the market. People in the 
trade say bean consump-
tion in Mexico continues 
to decline.

In 2012, Mexico import-
ed more than 40 million 
Kg, or 880,000 hundred-
weight from countries 
outside NAFTA and Ni-
caragua. China and Ar-
gentina sold 90 percent of 

the total, all black beans. 
Mexico’s non-NAFTA 
bean imports were valued 
at almost $34 million in 
2012. 

Mexico’s new President 
Enrique Pena Nieto has 
announced four objec-
tives to reactivate Mexico’s 
agriculture. First: a fair 
agricultural industry 
based on a basic social 
wellbeing platform in 
which all participants 
are protected against 
disease, accidents and 
lack of income in senior 
years. Second, a produc-
tive agricultural industry 
through on-time credits, 
with preferential interest 
rates and better insurance 
coverage against weather 
changes. Third: cement a 
stable agricultural indus-
try through the value pro-
ductive chains in the food 
sector, productive crop 
conversion switching to 
higher value products and 
sufficient markets. Fourth: 
to have a sustainable ag-
riculture through the cor-
rect use of water, recovery 
of forest in non-arable 
land and the strengthen-
ing of alternative activities 
such as ecotourism, hand-
crafts industry, and envi-
ronmental services. 

Nieto proposed that leg-
islators budget 300 billion 
pesos for the agricultural 
integral development, 11.4 
percent more than the 
budget requested in 2012. 



24         Northarvest Bean Grower  spring 2013

Preator Bean
Company

Lynn Preator
PO Box 234

Burlington, WY

307-762-3310   Cell: 307-272-0911

Wyoming Seed
When Quality Counts

Preator_Summer08_kp.indd   1 7/22/08   1:46:56 PM

Cultivating Customers 
for Life:  Pulses in Schools

According to The Bean 
Institute, between 2002 
and 2010, the average an-
nual U.S. per capita use 
of dry edible beans was 
6.48 pounds per person. 
Unfortunately, Dr. Janice 
Rueda, director of Health 
and Nutrition for the 
American Pulse Associa-
tion, says “per person use 
has remained unchanged 
since 1986.”

To increase dry bean 
consumption, the Ameri-
can Pulse Association 
(APA) is targeting schools. 
With roughly 55 million 
students enrolled in the 
U.S. public school system, 

“schools are a wonderful 
market,” Rueda says. One 
major benefit of includ-
ing more dry beans on the 
menu in a school setting 
is multifaceted exposure. 
“When you put something 
into schools you get to 
educate teachers and par-
ents.” Rueda explains.

Increasing consumption 
of pulses by an additional 
½ cup serving per student 
each week would increase 
the domestic demand for 
pulses by “418 million 
pounds,” Rueda says. To 
increase consumption of 
pulses in school settings 
the APA is working on sev-

eral different initiatives.
 

PuLSE SChOOL FOOD 
PILOT INITIATIvE

According to Rueda, 
in the Senate’s draft of 
the farm bill, a $10 mil-
lion funding level was 
included for this project. 
Rueda remains optimistic 
that the funding for this 
project will remain in fu-
ture farm bill drafts. Once 
funded, the aim of this 
pilot initiative is to make 
more pulse-based foods 
available in school meals.

Schools are already try-
ing to include more whole 
grain foods on the plates 

of students, but Rueda 
says whole grains are an 
additional cost that do 
not provide a substantial 
nutritional benefit. “Pulse 
crops can increase the 
fiber content of school 
lunches, increase po-
tassium, which is also 
a nutrient of concern 
among school students,” 
Rueda says. Additionally, 
“[pulses] increase the iron 
and, in the case of beans, 
magnesium too.” Rueda is 
extremely excited about 
the potential to “affect the 
quality of school meals.”
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in “targeting potential pathways 
to increase the use of pulses in 
schools,” Rueda explains. The data 
will also be beneficial to legislators, 
public health advocates and others.

While visiting with school food 
service directors, Rueda encounters 
many misconceptions about the 
work involved to prepare pulses for 
consumption. Concerns range from 
lack of facilities to lack of labor. 
Rueda understands that preparing 
pulses is not time or labor intensive, 

Janice Rueda, American Pulse Association, 
spoke at Bean Day.

COmPETITIvE RESEARCh FuND
The APA is currently selecting 

which proposals to fund for this ini-
tiative. The proposals are designed 
to be smaller, pilot-type studies 
and the data from these studies can 
be used to apply for larger federal 
grants in the future. There are two 
projects under consideration that 
deal with school foods. The first 
project aims to “develop a coordi-
nated school garden and nutrition 
program focused on technology, 
engineering and math,” Rueda ex-
plains. The goal of the project is to 
increase the utilization and con-
sumption of pulse crops in school 
meals. The second project’s objec-
tive is to put pulse-based foods into 
schools and measure students’ ac-
ceptability.

SChOOL FOOD 
RESEARCh PROjECT

The school food research project 
is one that Rueda is working with 
very closely. Focusing on 10 states 
across the country, she wants to 
provide a national snapshot of how 
pulses are being used in a school 
setting. The data collected from the 
study will aid the dry bean industry 

however as an industry, she feels it 
is important to develop coordinated 
educational outreach programs for 
food service staff to discuss their 
concerns. “Are these perceived 
impediments real or imagined 
and what can we do to overcome 
them?”

With these various initiatives, 
Rueda hopes to increase the con-
sumption of pulses from students 
and “cultivate customers for life.”
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Chelated
Micronutrients

 Blue Diamond Activator

 10% Zinc 9.5% Nitrogen 4% Sulfur

 10% Zinc 5% Sulfur

   8% Copper 4% Sulfur

 10% Chelated Boron

 16-8-2 Micronutrient Package

For more information and a 
complete line of micronutrients

Call NWC, Inc.
800-315-2469

Box 33, Emerado, ND 58228

SRS
Commodities
Buyers and Processors of Pinto and Black BeansReceiving Stations:

Munich Elevator & Oil Company 

 - Terry Hall

Sheyenne Equity Elevator 
 - John Rick

Kensal Farmers Elevator  
- Miles Armstrong

Tronson Grain Company, Doyon  
- Rick Tronson

Certified Seed   ~  New Crop Contracts

Rick Harpestad, Manager
P.O. Box 386, 411 2nd Avenue NE

Mayville, ND 58257
Email: rick@srscommodities.com

Website: www.srscommodities.com
Ph: 701.786.3402 / 888.922.3402

Quality ND Seed
Certified or Registered

Pinto, Black dry bean varieties.
Also dealers for Roughrider and 

Hyland soybean seed.
We also custom clean, size, 
treat, tote and bag beans.

   Lance Fugleberg
RR1, Box 49

Portland, ND 58274

Phone: 701-786-4129
10 miles West on Hwy 200

Phone: 701-361-0330

Fugleberg_Summer08_kp.indd   1 7/22/08   1:47:25 PM
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DR, Costa Rica Trip Report
The Dominican Repub-

lic has long been viewed 
primarily as an exporter 
of sugar, coffee and to-
bacco, but in recent years 
the service sector has 
overtaken agriculture as 
the economy’s largest 
employer. That is due to 
growth in telecommu-
nications, tourism, and 
free trade zones. The DR 
economy remains highly 
depended upon the Unit-
ed States.

US Dry Bean Council 
representative Randy 
Duckworth accompa-
nied bean growers to 
the Dominican Republic 
and Costa Rica in late 
November. According to 
Duckworth, most Domini-
can Republic importers 
typically concentrate their 
purchases in two time 
periods. The first is dur-
ing and shortly after the 
US harvest from Septem-
ber to November. Then 
for the next few months 
DR companies focus on 
purchasing domestically 
produced beans. Starting 
around April or May, they 
will start looking to North 
America again. 

DR companies do not 
purchase domestically 
produced beans because 
they are cheaper-the 
domestic production is 
generally more expen-
sive. They buy domestic 
production because the 
government has usually 
unofficially tied their abil-
ity to import products to 

the purchase of domestic 
production.

The US delegation met 
with seven bean buyers, 
including Grupo Perfesa, 
the No. 1 importer of bean 
in the DR. Duckworth 
reports the company has 
established good relation-
ships with US suppliers 
and has not purchased 
Canadian beans for the 
past few years. Grupo Per-
fesa’s president has been 
appointed Administrative 
Minister to the President 
of the Dominican Repub-
lic, Danilo Medina.

A contact at Coinpra 
said the availability of 
imported beans in the 
DR may be affected by 
government policies de-
signed to protect domestic 
producers. 

While in Santo Do-
mingo, the US dry bean 
delegation also met with 
Margie Bauer, the US ag 
attaché, and Hector Li, ag 
specialist, at USDA’s For-
eign Agricultural Service.

Recent news reports 
indicated that Costa Rica’s 
central bank is very likely 
to impose more currency 
controls to stem the flow 
of capital from developed 
markets that has driven 
up the value of its curren-
cy. The government sub-
mitted a bill to Congress 
that would raise taxes to 
38 percent from eight per-
cent on foreign investors 
who transfer profits from 
capital inflows out of the 
country. 

Duckworth’s team met 
with four Costa Rican 
bean importers. Kani Mil 
Novicientos buys black 
beans primarily from 
China, and has not bought 
blacks from the US for 
several years. The com-
pany buys small red beans 
primarily from Nicaragua 
as well as domestic beans. 
The US delegation was 
told by Florida Bebidas 
that it would take a bet-
ter price for the US to get 
more business in Costa 
Rica. They said they were 
not likely to pay more for 
US dry bean splits be-
cause the quality of Chi-
nese splits has been good.

Nicaragua bought 
10,000 metric tons of 
black beans from China to 
ship to Venezuela, which 
were reportedly re-bagged 
as being from Nicaragua. 
It’s an effort to make it ap-
pear that the food-for-oil 
deal is working. Nicaragua 
agreed to supply black 
beans to Venezuela in 
exchange for cheap oil. 
Nicaraguan farmers did 
not produce enough black 
beans to meet the terms 
of the agreement so the 
government reportedly 
bought Chinese black 
beans. 

A contact at Coingraba 
told the US delegation 
that Costa Rica is a very 
difficult market for the US 
to gain entrance to right 
now because Chinese 
product is coming in duty-
free at very low prices.

The Northarvest Bean 
Growers Association’s 
representative in the DR, 
Fradbelin Escarraman, 
says importers in the DR 
adopted a strategy of only 
purchasing local beans 
until spring. According 
to farmers and traders, it 
is estimated that the DR 
will produce 270,000 to 
300,000 bags of cranberry, 
red, black and white 
beans this year. Weather 
conditions were favorable 
and yields were good. 

DR President Medina 
has requested that import 
permits be auctioned 
through the agricultural 
board. This new measure 
will help eliminate many 
distortions that were only 
benefitting a few politi-
cians and people with the 
necessary connections to 
get the permits. Importers 
can now bid for import 
permits through one of 
the many brokerage firms 
that are affiliated with 
the agricultural board. 
Importers are required 
to pay a deposit of 20 
percent of the total value 
of the bid in an effort 
to prevent bid winners 
from selling the permit. 
Permits issued under the 
DR-CAFTA are not yet 
included in this new pro-
cess, but authorities hope 
to have them included 
soon. 

This year, the DR-
CAFTA dry bean quota 
is 12,480 metric tons that 

Continued on Page 29
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•  High-yielding, upright black bean variety suitable for direct harvest
•  Erect, short-vine growth habit suitable for direct harvest
•  Matures in 95 days, four days earlier than Shania and Black Velvet
•  Uniform maturity and excellent dry-down
•  Only black bean variety with moderate resistance to common bacterial blight
•  Similar in seed size and shape to T-39
•  Good canning quality and color retention after cooking

NEW

BLACK BEAN SEED

Michigan Crop Improvement Association    
Web Site: www.michcrop.com   Phone: (517) 332-3546

Zorro

Dry Bean Diseases:  What to Expect in 2013
Dry bean diseases were 

limited in 2012. Accord-
ing to North Dakota State 
University Department of 
Plant Pathology assistant 
professor Julie Pasche, 
conditions were not favor-
able for disease develop-
ment, which came as a 
relief to dry bean produc-
ers.

2012 OvERvIEw
White mold is a com-

mon disease that dry bean 
producers face, however 
hot and dry conditions 
were not conducive for 
white mold development. 
Pasche also applauded 
producers for their role in 

controlling this disease. 
“Growers have done an 
excellent job spraying for 
white mold, which helps 
control it,” Pasche ex-

plained.
Anthracnose is another 

disease producers tend 
to battle. However, “infre-
quent rains and heat kept 
it at bay,” said Pasche. 
She also believes the use 
of clean seed resulted in 
fewer dry bean fields be-
ing infected with anthrac-
nose in 2012.

Last year was ideal 
for rust development, 
as it prefers hot and dry 
conditions. But, Pasche 
explained. “Because 
[producers] were vigilant 
about the white mold 
sprays, that most likely 
kept rust at bay until later 
in the season.”

Julie Pasche, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Plant Pathology, 
North Dakota State University.

2013 PREvIEw
When it comes to dis-

ease development in 
2013, Pasche said every-
thing depends on temper-
ature and moisture. Hot 
and dry conditions would 
increase the chance for 
dry bean producers to 
encounter rust. Whereas 
cool and wet conditions 
would be favorable for 
white mold and anthrac-
nose.

White mold thrives in 
cool and wet conditions. 
“The biggest thing for 
white mold is moisture 
before bloom,” Pasche 
explained. According to 
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*  New high-yielding, upright pinto bean variety suited for direct harvest
*  Highest yielding bean in Michigan over the past three seasons
*  Matures in 98 days, three days later than LaPaz pinto
*  Excellent white mold avoidance and yields under white mold pressure
*  Resistant to common strains of rust and mosaic virus 

Michigan Crop Improvement Association    
Web Site: www.michcrop.com   Phone: (517) 332-3546

PINTO SEED

NEW

was distributed be-
tween 46 companies. 
In 2012, the quota total 
was 11,920 MT and 
was distributed be-
tween 503 companies. 
The reduction in the 
number of companies 
corresponds to the 
new order that Presi-

dent Medina wants 
to implement with 
the import permits, 
helping to eliminate 
middle companies 
and people who are 
not traders but were 
benefitting by selling 
permits. 

Pasche, white mold spores 
will infect petals when the 
blossoms fall. White mold 
epidemics are most likely 
to start during rains prior 
to blossom when there is 
moisture within the cano-
py and on the ground. 

Pasche’s recommenda-
tion for fungicide applica-
tion is “at bloom, when 
the petals are forming and 
falling.” Additional fun-
gicide applications may 
be necessary if cool, wet 
weather persists through-
out the season.

Although anthracnose 
also likes cool and wet 
weather conditions, the 
best way to keep this dis-
ease under control is to 
start with clean seed. “If 
we’re not planting clean 

seed, we’re going to start 
with inoculum in our field 
much earlier than we 
would if we were getting 
debris or spores blown 
in from other areas,” ex-
plained Pasche. Planting 
infected seed will produce 
infected cotyledons and 
infected plants.

Unlike white mold or 
anthracnose, rust tends 
to appear in hot and dry 
conditions. Dew is the 
primary driver of the rust 
epidemic. Rust is typi-
cally found, “in the lower 
areas of the field, where 
[producers] see more 
consistent dews and dews 
that hang around longer 
in the day,” Pasche said. 
The most common areas 
where rust will occur 

include: low lying areas, 
along tree lines and close 
to fields that were infected 
the previous year. Higher 
rust risk is also the result 
of “infrequent white mold 
fungicide applications” 
that occur during hot 

and dry conditions when 
white mold is not as com-
mon.

Regardless of the 
weather conditions in the 
coming year, Pasche rec-
ommends that producers 
“scout smart.”

DOmINICAN REPuBLIC from page 27



30         Northarvest Bean Grower  spring 2013

How did you get into 
farming? I am privileged 
to have the opportunity 
of continuing the fourth 
generation of our family’s 
farm.

What classes of beans 
do you grow and why? 
Navy and Pintos

How did your crop yield 
this year? Last year we 
yielded an above average 
crop across the farm.

ARLIN BUCHHOLZ
Buchholz Enterprises, Inc. Wyndmere, ND

About Arlin:  Arlin is a 
wholesale seed distributor 
for three companies: Cen-
tral Bean Co. in the State 
of Washington; Treasure 
Valley Seed Co. in Idaho; 
and Idaho Seed Bean Co. 
in Idaho. 

You’ve had a lot of ex-
perience in the dry bean 
industry. Yes, I’ve been 
in the business 38 years. I 
started out with Midwest 
Bean Company in the 
1970s and 80s. That transi-
tioned into Mueller Bean 
Company where I worked 
as regional manager from 
1988-1995. I started Buch-
holz Enterprises in 1996.

You’ve seen a lot of 
changes in 38 years. A 

lot of changes. Probably 
one of the biggest changes 
has been the shift in vari-
eties from the prostrate, 
or vine-type beans, to 
the more upright variet-
ies. Another significant 
change has been the tech-
nology in the farmers’ cab, 
such as GPS and precision 
farming. 

What are your hobbies?  
I enjoy some time at the 
lake in the summer, fish-
ing, golfing, and my wife 
and I like to travel. 

If you could win a vaca-
tion anywhere, where 
would you go? I’ve been 
to Hawaii once. I guess 
I wouldn’t mind going 
back. It’s beautiful there. 

DAVID SCHOLAND 
Treasure Valley Seed Co.

About David:  David is 
a sales representative for 
Treasure Valley Seed Co., 
in the western half of the 
United States and south-
ern Canada. 

How many years have 
you been in the dry 
bean industry? Three 
years. I previously worked 
for Walhalla Bean Com-
pany, in the seed and 
agronomy departments.

Where is home original-
ly? I was born and raised 
on a farm at Reynolds, 

North Dakota.

What hobbies do you 
have? I like to hunt and 
enjoy spending time at the 
lake with my family.

If you could win a vaca-
tion to anywhere, where 
would you go? I’d like to 
see Brazil and their farm-
ing practices. 

Did you have a favor-
ite piece of equipment 
when you farmed? The 
old 1468 International, the 
old V8 International was 
my favorite.

DAVID DICKSON
Grand Forks, ND

What’s the best tractor 
you ever owned? Why?  
A JD 8120 – it’s a basic 
tractor that is very versa-
tile on our farm.

What is your favorite 
thing to do on the farm? 
Planting the crops in the 
spring—it’s the first time 
you get a chance to be in the 
fields after a long winter.

What is your biggest 
challenge as a farmer? 

Keeping up with rising 
land rent.

If you won a trip to 
travel anywhere in the 
world, where would you 
go and why?  I would re-
ally like to take a trip to 
China and experience the 
country and its progress 
firsthand.

What keeps you busy 
during the winter 
months? Shop work – 
preparing the equipment 

for the next season.

What’s your favorite 
tool? iPhone

What do you like to do 
in your free time? Relax 
with family and friends, 
and attend University of 
North Dakota sporting 
events.

Tell us about your farm? 
My father, Mark, and I 
farm corn, edible beans, 
wheat and sugar beets in 
Grand Forks County.
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